PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law.
 

 

A major category of international crime committed by Israel is collective punishment where the perpetrator punishes an entire community for the actions of a few community members.

 

AND ALSO, the following is an example of how this project works - because heavy coverage in US media forced a change in US government support for Israel on this particular issue. 

 

Below are copied three articles which cover 2 examples of Israeli collective punishment in Gaza which Israel is being forced to reverse its position on - in one case by the US government, and in the other case by Mother Nature.  It is important to write to the US media (a selection of newspapers are given below) to remind them that Israel is committing a crime which hurts lots of innocent people, and which is counter-productive to the interests of both the US and Israel, in its practice of collective punishment.

 

The two main problems with collective punishment are (1) it punishes innocent people for crimes they did not commit, and (2) it doesn't work - instead it radicalizes the civilian population turning them against the imposing power (Israel) and increases sympathy for those committing the original crime (in this case Hamas, the elected government in Gaza).  This is the dynamics of the crime of collective punishment.  The validity of Hamas's cause and the legality of its different tactics are a separate issue - no matter what - Israeli collective punishment is illegal.

 

Its illegality is found in the Geneva Conventions IV (1949), is reinforced in the 1977 Geneva Protocols clarifying the original Conventions, and finally in the 1998 Rome Statute which brings together International Human Rights and Humanitarian law into a single statute:

 

*Geneva Conventions IV (1949):

Article 33. No protected person may be punished for an offence he or she has not personally committed. Collective penalties and likewise all measures of intimidation or of terrorism are prohibited. Reprisals against protected persons and their property are prohibited.

 

*Geneva Conventions Protocols I (1977)

Article 75.  Fundamental guarantees:

(2) The following acts are and shall remain prohibited at any time and in any place whatsoever, whether committed by civilian or by military agents:

(d) collective punishments;

 

*Rome Statute (1998):

Article 8: War Crimes

(2) For the purpose of this Statute, "war crimes" means: 

(b) Other serious violations of the laws and customs applicable in international armed conflict, within the established framework of international law, namely, any of the following acts:

(i) Intentionally directing attacks against the civilian population as such or against individual civilians not taking direct part in hostilities;

 

In the two situations covered by the articles copied below, as part of its blockade of Gaza, Israel is denying visas to 8 Palestinian students who won Fulbright Scholarships to study in the US, and then Israel is denying replacement parts and adequate fuel for the ongoing operation of the Gaza sewage system.  

 

The Fulbright scholarships are probably the most prestigious and highly regarded scholarships awarded by the US government, and 8 young Palestinians won them.  Extensive coverage in the US media has forced the US State Dept. to change its original response in favor of Israel's policy and begin to apply pressure on Israel to let the students come to the US.  It is important to note that recent articles are saying that Israel has decided to reconsider its policy, but that it is too late for this year.

 

Actually Israel's Gaza blockade policy is hurting hundreds of students in this way.  An excellent report on this issue has been published by Gisha (an Israeli human rights group):

 

"Israel Undermines Higher Education - and its Own Best Interest - in Gaza"

http://www.gisha.org/UserFiles/File/publications_english/Publications%20and%20Reports_English/Appendix%20to%20Press%20Release%2022.10.07_eng.pdf
 

On our website you can find many more links to articles about this situation with these 8 Gaza students, at www.palmediaproject.org.

 

The second example of collective punishment by Israel which Mother Nature is forcing Israel to change policy on concerns Israeli refusal to allow repairs of Gaza sewage treatment plants, which has led to ongoing dumping of raw sewage into the Mediterranean Sea, which then flows north to Israel because that is how the current flows.

 

The point is that all collective punishment is illegal and immoral.  The newspapers should consider how cutting off food and electricity affects little kids and the elderly, the sick and the disabled - all people who are incapable of being involved in threats to Israeli civilians, and yet they too are being punished by Israel.  And polls show that their more capable fully-functioning caregivers and family members do not get angry at Hamas - they get angry at Israel.

 

Below is a list of different newspapers that have published articles on the crisis with the students.  There are many more listed on our website.  We should thank the newspapers, and reiterate to them the illegality of collective punishment, and ask them to look into and write about the issue further.  We can also do the same with the wire services.

 

Contact info for the wire services is given below:

 

Associated Press - info@ap.org
Reuters can be contacted through their 'Comment Input Form' located on their website at:

 

http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
 

Some News wire service articles about the Gaza students being denied their scholarships and then US State Dept. reversal can be found here:

 

ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION:

TITLE:  US predicts Israel will relent on Gaza students

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/US_Presidential_Cabinet/US_Palestinians_Scholarships.html
 

NEW YORK TIMES:

TITLE:  US withdraws scholarships from 8 Palestinians

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/washington/AP-US-Palestinians-Scholarships.html?scp=21&sq=Israel&st=nyt
 

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER:

TITLE:  US withdraws scholarships from 8 Palestinians

http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation/washington/cabinet/19375354.html
 

SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE:

TITLE:  US withdraws scholarships from 8 Palestinians

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2008/05/29/national/w185259D35.DTL&hw=Israel&sn=021&sc=162
 

WASHINGTON POST (2 articles):

TITLE: US withdraws scholarships from 8 Palestinians (AP) 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/05/29/AR2008052903813.html
 

TITLE:  US presses Israel on Gaza students' exit visas (Reuters)

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/05/30/AR2008053001138.html
 

 

The article about the Gaza Sewage Crisis can be found here (in addition to being copied below):

 

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/news/stories/2008/05/24/gazapollution.html
 

 

=======Begin News Wire Article about withdrawal of Palestinian scholarships================

 

US withdraws scholarships from 8 Palestinians

By ANNE GEARAN
The Associated Press
Thursday, May 29, 2008; 10:16 PM

WASHINGTON -- The State Department has yanked Fulbright scholarships from eight Palestinian students from Gaza because Israel will not grant them exit visas, a spokesman said Thursday.

The eight won the prestigious grants for education at U.S. universities and are still eligible, spokesman Tom Casey said.

"The issue was that they could not get visas, so the decision was made to transfer the Fulbrights to the West Bank rather than lose them for this year," Casey said.

Israel has sealed off the small seaside Gaza Strip in an effort to protect bordering Israeli towns and punish the Hamas militants who took over Gaza last June. Israel controls movement in and out of the territory as well as utilities for about 1.3 million Palestinian residents in Gaza.

It was not clear whether replacement candidates were already in line. Casey said the decision to defer the scholarships was made because time was running short for students to make arrangements for the coming school year.

The West Bank is the larger of the two Palestinian territories that would eventually form an independent Palestinian state under a U.S.-backed peace plan.

The decision to withdraw the scholarships was first reported by The New York Times on its Web site Thursday night.

(This version CORRECTS that students were to come from Gaza))

© 2008 The Associated Press

 

=======Begin News Wire article about US pressure on Israel about scholarships=========

 

U.S. presses Israel on Gaza students' exit visas
By Arshad Mohammed
Reuters
Friday, May 30, 2008; 3:10 PM

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The United States pressed Israel on Friday to let seven Gaza Strip Palestinians travel to the United States to study on coveted U.S. government Fulbright fellowships and Israel said it was working on the issue.

Israel tightened its cordon of the Gaza Strip after the Hamas Islamist group took over the coastal Mediterranean territory nearly a year ago and it gives few Palestinians, besides some who are gravely ill, permission to leave.

The U.S. State Department this week told the seven that their Fulbright grants had been withdrawn and it has taken steps to be able to direct the money to other Palestinians in the West Bank because of the trouble getting the exit visas from Gaza.

However, after The New York Times published a report on the issue on Friday, U.S. officials said they were redoubling their efforts to get the Israeli exit visas for the students.

Undersecretary of State for Political Affairs William Burns, the third-ranking U.S. diplomat, spoke to the Israeli ambassador to the United States on Friday to emphasize the U.S. desire to see the matter resolved, the State Department said.

"Frankly, a decision to let people that have been vetted for what is perhaps the most prestigious foreign educational program run by the United States ... it ought to be falling off a log for them to be able to do this," said U.S. State Department spokesman Tom Casey.

"I expect that we'll have some positive outcome for this in the not-too-distant future," he told reporters.

Israeli Foreign Ministry spokesman Arye Mekel said a few of the Fulbright students had recently left Gaza through the Erez crossing but Casey said he could not verify this. It was not immediately possible obtain independent confirmation.

"We're trying to get them out," Mekel said. "Obviously the situation, with Hamas shooting at the border crossings, it is not such an easy thing to do."

There are regular rocket attacks from Gaza into Israel and the Israeli government argues that its travel restrictions are designed to prevent suicide bombings or other attacks.

PRESTIGIOUS AWARDS

The State Department spokesman said the money for the Gaza residents had not been given to other students and that if the seven received their exit visas, they would be given the Fulbright fellowships.

Top U.S. officials appeared to have been taken by surprise by the incident and embarrassed that their initial efforts to get Israel to allow the students to leave had not worked.

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice suggested she disapproved of the move to reallocate the money for the seven Gaza students, who hope to pursue advanced degrees at American institutions in the fall.

"It was a surprise to me and I am definitely going to look into it," Rice said at a news conference with Iceland's Foreign Minister Ingibjorg Gisladottir in Reykjavik. "I am a huge supporter of Fulbrights."

Fulbright grants are the U.S. flagship program in international educational exchange and are used to help promote a better understanding of U.S. values abroad.

Rice is expected to return to the Middle East next month to continue the Bush administration's uphill push to broker an Israeli-Palestinian peace deal by the end of the year. (Additional reporting Nidal al-Mughrabi in Gaza, Joseph Nasr and Adam Entous in Jerusalem and Susan Cornwell in Reykjavik; Writing by Arshad Mohammed; Editing by Vicki Allen)

© 2008 Reuters

 

=======Begin AJC article on Gaza Sewage Crisis===============================

 

GAZA SEWAGE CRISIS THREATENS ISRAEL AS WASTE FLOWS NORTH

By ROBERT W. GEE
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Published on: 05/25/08 

GAZA CITY, GAZA STRIP — The fish are no longer safe to eat, beaches are empty, and an expanding sewage crisis in the Gaza Strip threatens Israel's shores.

Shortages of fuel and spare parts have crippled Palestinian sewage treatment facilities, already strained by the fast-growing population, forcing officials to divert constant streams of raw and semi-treated sewage into the Mediterranean Sea.

"It's a matter of regional concern, not just a Gaza concern," said Mahmoud Daher, head of the Gaza office of the United Nations World Health Organization.

"Because the sea current is going to the north, what is done to the Gaza beach will certainly reach Ashkelon and Tel Aviv, or Haifa even," he said, referring to Israeli coastal cities.

A recent U.N. report cites Israel's blockade on the territory — part of an ongoing effort to isolate Hamas, the Islamist organization that seized power last summer and is pledged to Israel's destruction — as the primary factor in the sewage dumping.

Israel claims that Gaza receives ample fuel for humanitarian needs, including the operation of sewage treatment plants, but that Hamas hordes fuel for its own use. Hamas has denied this.

Water quality tests conducted in late April by the World Health Organization at 13 points along Gaza's coast found that four sites — three in Gaza City and one in Rafah, in the south – are contaminated with dangerous levels of bacteria associated with feces.

The findings, to be published in an upcoming report warning of health risks in Gaza and Israel, revealed high concentrations of fecal coliforms and fecal streptococci, which indicate the possible presence of disease-causing bacteria and viruses.

Palestinian health officials have recommended that beaches near the contaminated water be closed for the season and have urged fishermen not to fish close to the coastline.

Since January, between 13.2 million and 16.9 million gallons of partially treated and untreated sewage from the Gaza Strip have been flowing daily into the Mediterranean Sea, according to Palestinian water authority officials and a report issued by the U.N. humanitarian office in Gaza.

Gaza sewage has long flowed into the Mediterranean, sometimes in open streams, the result of long-term neglect. The problem has sharply worsened in recent months, Palestinian officials said.

Last October, Israel declared Gaza a "hostile territory" and reduced electricity, fuel and other supplies into Gaza as sanctions against Hamas, which continues to fire rockets into southern Israel.

This month, rocket strikes killed two Israelis and seriously injured three others.

Frequent, hours-long cuts to the territory's electricity have forced officials to increasingly rely on generators to power the sewage treatment network, but Gaza's water authority has received only one-third of the fuel it needs to run the generators, the U.N. report said.

Two weeks ago, Israel responded to a months-old request for spare parts for Gaza's sewage system.

Thirteen of 25 shipment requests were approved and are awaiting delivery, eight remain under review and four were rejected because they included pipes that could be used to make rockets, said Peter Lerner, spokesman for the Israeli Defense Ministry.

Of all the consequences of Israel's blockade — rising unemployment and poverty, a greater reliance on food handouts, and a beleaguered health care system — the sewage dumping affects a shared resource for both Palestinians and Israelis.

"We are concerned about the sewage being pumped into the sea. Of course it doesn't stop at the border," Lerner said.

A spokesman for Israel's environment ministry said the ministry was not aware of sewage polluting the Mediterranean.

The general director of the Ashkelon Desalination Plant, which is 3 miles north of Gaza and produces 13 percent of Israel's domestic consumer demand, confirmed that seawater processed by the plant is polluted by sewage believed to be from Gaza, according to the U.N. report.

The plant did not respond to questions regarding additional costs the facility may be incurring to treat the polluted water.

Roughly one-third of the sewage being dumped into the sea comes from pumping stations in Beach Camp, a refugee camp of 80,000 people.

Generators lack the fuel to pump sewage to Gaza City's treatment plant, so most of the sewage from the camp flows directly into the sea without any treatment at all, according to top officials with Gaza's water authority.

The sewage that does make it to the main treatment facility can only be partially treated because its generator is running at 40 percent efficiency.

Gaza's sewage woes gained international attention last year when a lagoon of human waste breached a sand embankment and inundated a village. Five Palestinians drowned.

A $74 million project administered by the World Bank meant to expand the limited sewage treatment network that led to the tragedy has been delayed by violence and politics.

Israel has approved the project, but Israeli military incursions, Palestinian infighting, fuel shortages and, most recently, a strike by Palestinian fuel distributors has slowed progress.

Other international projects to rehabilitate the sewage system are on hold after Western countries restricted aid money to Gaza because Hamas is widely labeled a terrorist group.

"There is a political willingness to punish Gaza," said Monther Shoblak, director of the Gaza Emergency Water Project of the Palestinian water utility. "We are polluting our sea, but [Israelis] are paying their own price."

*************************************************************************
 
Thank you,

The Staff of the Palestine Media Project
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