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This article, written by Matt Friedman and distributed by the Associated Press, attempts to give a balanced view of both the Israeli Military checkpoints that are scattered across the West Bank and the shaky cooperation of the Israeli military with the Palestinian security forces.  It attempts this balance by describing the security concerns of the Israelis and the social, economic and political concerns of the Palestinians as if they are equal concerns, which is misleading because the one unjudiciously overwhelms the other.  The key to understanding this, and a major factor in the conflict between the Israeli government and the Palestinian people is PROPORTIONALITY, and this important factor is missing in this article so that the concerns of the two parties then appears unjudiciously equal.  We should write to the Washington Post and remind them of this factor.  

 

When proportionality is taken into consideration then you see how the Israelis technology and sophisticated organizing overwhelms Palestinian society and economy and government to such a negative extent beyond the security needs they use to rationalize their practices and policies such that three things result - (1)Palestinian society is virtually destroyed, and (2) the destruction of Palestinian society leads to radicalization and extremism in Palestinian communities instead of cooperation, which then leads to further extremist Israeli response, and (3) the intensity of Israeli military crushing of Palestinian society occurs to such an extent beyond what is necessary for security that many observers draw the conclusion that the Israeli policies and actions have ulterior motives, and also that they purposefully use the extremist Palestinian response to rationalize further unnecessary destruction of Palestinian communities.  The ulterior motive most often attributed to the Israeli government is that the government wishes to make life so miserable for the Palestinian people in the occupied territories, so that they will make the decision to leave the area and thus the Israelis can then be more comfortable taking over.  The comfort for the Israelis is in terms of social, military and in terms of international relations.

 

The legal term for this type of excessive Israeli response is 'collective punishment' where the military punishes entire communities for the actions of a few inhabitants, and it is illegal as per international law:

 

 Geneva Conventions IV, article 33 - "No protected person may be punished for an offence he or she has not personally committed. Collective penalties and likewise all measures of intimidation or of terrorism are prohibited."
 

And the situation with the Israeli military checkpoints scattered throughout the West Bank illustrates this dynamic.  The true story of these checkpoints is not given justice in this article to the extent that we could actually call the article misleading.  The true story of the unfair and disproportionate abuse of Palestinian society can be seen from the Israeli and international organizations set up to observe these checkpoints and report on their abuses to the world.  Two excellent examples are given below:

 

Women Against Occupation and for Human Rights's MachsomWatch (http://www.machsomwatch.org/en)

 

International Checkpoint Watch (http://www.canadazone.com/icw/)

 

We found seven major newspapers that published this article.  Below we have provided the website address for each newspaper where you can read the article yourself, and the email address to email your letters to them.  Generally, your letters should be 150 words or less and include your name, address, and a day and evening telephone number (for identification purposes only).  

 

You can also email the Associated Press and the author of the article (Matt Friedman) at this address - info@ap.org .
 

 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution -
http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/Israel_Palestinians_Soldiers_Talk.html
(Letters to Editor - letters@ajc.com)

 

Chicago Tribune -

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/sns-ap-israel-palestinians-soldiers-talk,0,4152255.story
(Letters to Editor - ctc-tribletter@tribune.com)

 

Miami Herald -

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/world/AP/story/544558.html
(Letters-to-Editor - HeraldEd@MiamiHerald.com)

 

New York Times -
http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/world/AP-Israel-Palestinians-Soldiers-Talk.html?scp=4&sq=Israel&st=nyt
(Letters-to-the-Editor - letters@nytimes.com)
 
Philadelphia Inquirer -
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/19230009.html
(Letters-to-Editor -- Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com)

 

San Francisco Chronicle -

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2008/05/23/international/i103827D41.DTL&hw=Israel&sn=009&sc=635
(Letters-to-Editor - letters@sfchronicle.com)

 

Washington Post - 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/05/23/AR2008052301484.html
(Letters to the Editor - letters@washpost.com)
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Sign of change? Israeli, Palestinian officers meet
By MATTI FRIEDMAN
The Associated Press
Saturday, May 24, 2008; 12:48 AM
SALEM CHECKPOINT, Israel -- The military men don't look like diplomats and the sun-baked checkpoint dividing the West Bank from Israel couldn't have been farther from the Jerusalem hotels and ministerial residences where Israeli-Palestinian peace talks unfold.

But the fate of those negotiations depend in large measure on the success of meetings like this one around a faux-wood desk in Lt. Col. Fareis Atilaa's utilitarian office. The Associated Press was given rare access to the meeting this week, providing a glimpse of the minutiae and personal dynamics of the new contacts.

Atilaa, a 36-year-old Israeli army officer, heads the military unit that coordinates links between Israel and the Palestinian government and security forces in the West Bank town of Jenin.

A Druse Arab fluent in Hebrew and Arabic, he does his job not with a rifle _ his M-16 lay unceremoniously on the floor _ but with the two cell phones clipped to his belt and the two land lines next to his computer.

The meeting was conducted in Arabic. The Palestinians were represented by the Jenin commander, Suleiman Amran, who wore a checkered shirt and slacks. He was accompanied by a liaison officer in a smart forest-green uniform.

Sitting opposite them were Atilaa and a high-ranking Israeli officer who cannot be identified because of army regulations. The Palestinians had mustaches, the Israelis were clean-shaven.

These twice-monthly meetings are key to the current U.S.-backed attempt to bolster the authority of President Mahmoud Abbas' moderate government in the West Bank, which remains under the control of the Israeli military.

But despite the contacts, Palestinians contend that Israeli actions on the ground _ including military incursions and targeted assassinations _ are severely undermining their efforts to establish authority in the West Bank.

What's more, little has changed since peace talks resumed at a U.S.-hosted conference in November to inspire confidence that peace efforts can bear fruit.

Sometimes the tensions are indeed about fruit _ literally.

A truckload of watermelons can sit at an Israeli checkpoint for most of a day, a big blow to a farmer who may find himself or his sons drawn into the arms of the militants. But such trucks have been used in violence, including one case in 2001 when a militant tried to blow up a bus with explosives hidden inside watermelons.

Palestinians are discouraged because Israel has failed to lift these roadblocks, which hobble movement and trade, or to stop building on lands the Palestinians claim for a future state. A confiscated tract of land may have been that farmer's watermelon patch, and his sons may be among the thousands of Palestinians who remain in Israeli prisons.

Israel has not forgotten the waves of suicide bombings that came out of Palestinian-controlled towns like Jenin not so long ago. Although the Palestinians have moved against common criminals, Israel believes the Palestinians are not yet able _ and possibly not entirely willing _ to dismantle the hard-core militant groups that have spoiled peacemaking in the past.

This week's meeting at the Salem checkpoint took place during an important test for the Abbas government: Hundreds of armed security men were brought into Jenin to try to restore law and order to an area long known as a militant hotbed. A similar operation in the unruly city of Nablus restored a measure of security earlier this year.

The last security contacts like these, in the heyday of peacemaking in the 1990s, were successful for a time, progressing with much backslapping and friendly talks over plates of hummus. But they ended in 2000 with the outbreak of violence and the subsequent disintegration of the Palestinian government and its security forces.

In one of the first incidents of violence that year, an Israeli soldier was shot to death by his Palestinian counterpart on a joint security patrol.

But now Israel and Palestinian moderates find themselves facing a common enemy: Hamas, the Islamic group that seized Gaza last June, and its extremist allies. The new security cooperation, like the peace talks themselves, are driven by that shared threat.

The atmosphere at this week's meeting was pleasant, at times jovial. The officers had a good laugh about masked men spotted in the Jenin refugee camp earlier this month _ the Palestinians jokingly said they were Israeli undercover troops and the Israelis countered they were local militants. (The Israelis later privately insisted their men had not been in the area.)

But there was no question who was in charge: the Israeli officer, who asked the questions and spoke last.

The Israeli military says it is trying to keep out of the way.

"We told them, we're not only going to stay away from where you're operating _ we're not going to be anywhere in the area," Atilaa told the AP before the meeting.

Success depends on Palestinian determination: "If they will it, it is no dream," he said _ quoting Theodor Herzl, the Jewish visionary who dreamed up the modern State of Israel.

Amran agreed his troops "face no obstacles from the Israelis," who "try as much as possible to facilitate our movement." But overall control, he made clear, remains in Israel's hands.

In the village of Qabatiyeh, Amran told his Israeli counterparts, there were now 15 officers with four vehicles. Earlier this month, three people were wounded in a clash between his men and local gunmen apparently concerned about interference in the town's lucrative trade in stolen Israeli cars.

Amran said the village was now under control. The Israelis haven't entered Qabatiyeh since the Palestinians went in, Atilaa said.

With a certain measure of pride, Amran informed the Israelis that his men had now begun entering Jenin's notorious refugee camp without backup _ demonstrating to what extent the Palestinian authorities lost control in recent years.

Two Islamic Jihad men had just turned themselves in, he said. And that day, 14 stolen Israeli cars were sent back into Israel through the checkpoint.

The Israelis asked Amran to make sure his men always wear uniforms and travel in marked cars to avoid being mistaken for militants. If they enter villages at night, the Israelis want to know, "to avoid friendly fire incidents," the Israeli officer said.

Then came the meeting's only open note of discord. The Israelis asked if more Palestinian forces were due to arrive, and Amran said there was another battalion training in Jordan _ but it would only be deployed in Jenin if his men were given more authority.

It was clear the Israelis don't trust them enough to cede responsibility, a fact that was not hidden by the good-natured banter in Atilaa's office.

A name that came up at the meeting gave a telling indication of the situation on the ground. The Israelis mentioned a wanted gunman from Islamic Jihad, Amar Abu Ghaliun, a well-known figure in the Jenin refugee camp. Amran's men had been in the camp and tried to arrest him twice, but he got away.

On Sunday, an Israeli unit went into the camp and caught him. Amran was unhappy about that. "We in the Palestinian Authority are against these incursions and arrests," he said after the meeting.

But in Atilaa's office, the officers didn't let that spoil the atmosphere. They parted with handshakes, and the Palestinians walked past the armed Israeli sentries and passed through the checkpoint back into the West Bank.

Associated Press Writer Mohammed Ballas reported from Jenin.
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