PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law.
 

 

THOUSANDS OF CLIENTS - Wire services such as the Associated Press (AP) and Reuters produce news articles and then distribute them to thousands of news outlet clients. 

 

Recently, AP and Reuters have produced a group of accurate and mostly unbiased articles about Israel breaking agreements about building and expanding settlements and removing roadblocks in the West Bank as part of the peace effort initiated at the Annapolis Summit, and then they (the Wire Services) have distributed them to their thousands of clients across the USA, including such major outlets as the Washington Post and New York Times, who then publish them. 

 

Let us thank and support the AP and Reuters, and their clients who then choose to publish these articles. And please feel free to also express appreciation and support to any other news outlets whom you might know of who have done the same. 

 

Write as many or as few - whatever you are able - every little bit helps!   Here is the contact info for the two Wire Services and a few major clients who chose to publish these articles: 

 

Here is the contact info for the Associated Press:  info@ap.org
Here is the contact info for the Reuters News Service:  submit your comments to Reuters on their Comment Input Form located on this page:

 

http://reuters-en.custhelp.com/cgi-bin/reuters_en.cfg/php/enduser/ask.php?$prod_url&p_pv=2.47&p_prods=19%2C47&prod_lvl1=19&prod_lvl2=47&p_masthead=$p_masthead
 

Here is the contact info for the Atlanta Journal-Constitution:  letters@ajc.com
 

Here is the contact info for the New York Times:  letters@nytimes.com
Here is the contact info for the Washington Post:  letters@washpost.com
Here is the contact info for the Boston Globe:  letter@globe.com
 

 

Here are six of the articles referred to above.  Full text of these sample articles are copied below for you to read for yourself.

 

New York Times:"Rice presses Israel on roadblocks", writing by Jeffrey Heller (4 May 2008).

Reuters article condemning settlements and roadblocks deception.

http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/washington/politics-palestinians-israel-rice.html?_r=1&scp=4&sq=Israel&st=nyt&oref=slogin
 

Boston Globe:  "Rice presses Israel on roadblocks", by Arshad Mohammed and Mohammed Assadi (4 May 2008).

Reuters article condemning settlements and checkpoints.


http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/05/04/rice_meets_barak_focus_on_west_bank_barriers/
 

Washington Post:  "Rice pushes for peace progress; Israel denies hidden agenda", by Anne Gearan (4 May 2008).

AP article with strong words against settlements and exposure of manipulation of checkpoints.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/05/04/AR2008050400635.html

 HYPERLINK "http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/05/04/AR2008050400539.html" 
 

Washington Post:  "Mideast Quartet urges Israel to stop West Bank settlements", by Gregory Katz (2 May 2008).

AP article on Quartet and UN asking Israel to stop building settlements and to eliminate roadblocks, and also expressed concern about worsening humanitarian conditions in Gaza.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/05/02/AR2008050201250.html
 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution:  "Mideast Quartet urges Israel to stop West Bank settlements", by Gregory Katz (2 May 2008).

AP story condemning settlements & roadblocks.
http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/Britain_Quartet_Mideast.html
 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution:  "Report says Israel can remove 10 West Bank checkpoints"  (30 April 2008).

AP article about study showing removing some major checkpoints will not be a security risk for Israel.

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/Israel_Roadblocks.html

 

 

========New York Times article begins===============================

 

http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/washington/politics-palestinians-israel-rice.html?_r=1&scp=4&sq=Israel&st=nyt&oref=slogin
 

 

May 4, 2008

Rice Presses Israel on Roadblocks 

By REUTERS

Filed at 11:44 a.m. ET
RAMALLAH, West Bank (Reuters) - Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice on Sunday pressed Israel to ease travel restrictions on Palestinians and called Jewish settlements in the occupied West Bank "particularly problematic."

But she said Washington believed an Israeli-Palestinian peace deal was still possible before President George W. Bush leaves office in January, praising the "seriousness and depth" of negotiations.

"We continue to believe it is an achievable goal to have an agreement between the Palestinians and the Israelis by the end of the year and by the end of President Bush's term," Rice said after meeting Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas in Ramallah.

Negotiations on issues core to the Middle East conflict were launched at a U.S.-hosted international conference in Annapolis, Maryland in November. Abbas, at a news conference with Rice, voiced his commitment to peace efforts.

But Israeli-Palestinian talks have been clouded by violence, primarily along the border of the Gaza Strip, which is now controlled by Abbas's Islamist Hamas opponents, and by Israel's expansion of Jewish settlements in the West Bank, which Palestinians fear will deny them a viable state.

At the news conference, Rice said the United States regarded settlements as "particularly problematic to the atmosphere of trust that is needed."

A 2003 peace "road map" requires Israel halt construction in the settlements. Israel says it will keep major settlement blocs under any peace deal -- a plan tacitly endorsed by Bush in 2004 -- and recently approved new housing projects in the enclaves.

"I can assure you that Israel has no hidden agenda," Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni told reporters after later talks with Rice, in response to a question about the settlements. 

ROADBLOCKS

Rice launched her latest two-day visit to the region on Saturday by saying she would assess Israel's steps on the ground to see if they had improved the daily lives of the Palestinians. These include the promised removal of West Bank roadblocks.

Rice said she had raised the question, with Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Defence Minister Ehud Barak, of whether those roadblocks that are to be scrapped would have a significant effect on easing movement by Palestinians.

"We are trying to look not just at quantity, but also at quality of improvements," said Rice, who also stressed that the Palestinians needed to take further action to meet the road map demand that anti-Israel militant groups be reined in.

After Rice's last trip in late March, Israel said it planned to remove 61 barriers in the West Bank. But a U.N. survey subsequently found that only 44 obstacles had been scrapped -- and that most of these were of little or no significance.

Western pressure is mounting on Olmert to do more to ease travel restrictions and take other steps to shore up Abbas, whose authority has been limited to the West Bank since Hamas seized control of the Gaza Strip in June.

Before her talks with Abbas, Rice met Barak in Jerusalem. He exerts great influence over Israel's network of checkpoints and roadblocks in the West Bank.

Palestinians view the barriers as collective punishment and a blight on their economy. Israel argues it needs to keep many travel restrictions in place to prevent suicide bombings.

Rice met Olmert on Saturday night in Jerusalem. Olmert, in broadcast remarks on Sunday, gave no details of the discussions other than to say they were "part of the (peace) effort, which we will not halt."

Abbas and Olmert are due to meet on Monday after Rice leaves.

(Writing by Jeffrey Heller in Jerusalem, Editing by Peter Millership)

Copyright 2008 Reuters Ltd. 

 

========Boston Globe article====================================

 

http://www.boston.com/news/world/middleeast/articles/2008/05/04/rice_meets_barak_focus_on_west_bank_barriers/
Rice presses Israel on roadblocks

By Arshad Mohammed and Mohammed Assadi  |  May 4, 2008

RAMALLAH, West Bank (Reuters) - Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice on Sunday pressed Israel to ease travel restrictions on Palestinians and called Jewish settlements in the occupied West Bank "particularly problematic."

But she said Washington believed an Israeli-Palestinian peace deal was still possible before President George W. Bush leaves office in January, praising the "seriousness and depth" of negotiations.

"We continue to believe it is an achievable goal to have an agreement between the Palestinians and the Israelis by the end of the year and by the end of President Bush's term," Rice said after meeting Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas in Ramallah.

Negotiations on issues core to the Middle East conflict were launched at a U.S.-hosted international conference in Annapolis, Maryland in November. Abbas, at a news conference with Rice, voiced his commitment to peace efforts.

But Israeli-Palestinian talks have been clouded by violence, primarily along the border of the Gaza Strip, which is now controlled by Abbas's Islamist Hamas opponents, and by Israel's expansion of Jewish settlements in the West Bank, which Palestinians fear will deny them a viable state.

At the news conference, Rice said the United States regarded settlements as "particularly problematic to the atmosphere of trust that is needed."

A 2003 peace "road map" requires Israel halt construction in the settlements. Israel says it will keep major settlement blocs under any peace deal -- a plan tacitly endorsed by Bush in 2004 -- and recently approved new housing projects in the enclaves.

"I can assure you that Israel has no hidden agenda," Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni told reporters after later talks with Rice, in response to a question about the settlements.

ROADBLOCKS

Rice launched her latest two-day visit to the region on Saturday by saying she would assess Israel's steps on the ground to see if they had improved the daily lives of the Palestinians. These include the promised removal of West Bank roadblocks.

Rice said she had raised the question, with Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Defence Minister Ehud Barak, of whether those roadblocks that are to be scrapped would have a significant effect on easing movement by Palestinians.

"We are trying to look not just at quantity, but also at quality of improvements," said Rice, who also stressed that the Palestinians needed to take further action to meet the road map demand that anti-Israel militant groups be reined in.

After Rice's last trip in late March, Israel said it planned to remove 61 barriers in the West Bank. But a U.N. survey subsequently found that only 44 obstacles had been scrapped -- and that most of these were of little or no significance.

Western pressure is mounting on Olmert to do more to ease travel restrictions and take other steps to shore up Abbas, whose authority has been limited to the West Bank since Hamas seized control of the Gaza Strip in June.

Before her talks with Abbas, Rice met Barak in Jerusalem. He exerts great influence over Israel's network of checkpoints and roadblocks in the West Bank.

Palestinians view the barriers as collective punishment and a blight on their economy. Israel argues it needs to keep many travel restrictions in place to prevent suicide bombings.

Rice met Olmert on Saturday night in Jerusalem. Olmert, in broadcast remarks on Sunday, gave no details of the discussions other than to say they were "part of the (peace) effort, which we will not halt."

Abbas and Olmert are due to meet on Monday after Rice leaves.

(Writing by Jeffrey Heller in Jerusalem, Editing by Peter Millership)


© Copyright 2008 The New York Times Company
 

========Washington Post article=================================

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/05/04/AR2008050400635.html
 

 

Rice pushes for peace progress; Israel denies hidden agenda
By ANNE GEARAN
The Associated Press
Sunday, May 4, 2008; 10:59 PM
JERUSALEM -- Facing mounting Palestinian frustration at the pace of peace talks, the United States leaned on Israel on Sunday to lift restrictions that chafe West Bank residents and stifle an already limping economy.

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice did not directly criticize close U.S. ally Israel, but had unusually direct remarks about the consequences of Israeli housing and roadblocks in the West Bank. Palestinian claims that Israel is deliberately expanding Jewish settlements on land the Palestinians claim for a state have dampened the high hopes for a peace deal before President Bush leaves office next year.

Asked about settlements, Rice said she "continues to raise with the Israelis the importance of creating an atmosphere that is conducive to negotiations."

"That means doing nothing, certainly, that would suggest that there is any prejudicing of the final terms," of a deal setting up a separate Palestinian state in the West Bank, Rice continued. "The United States will consider nothing that is done to have prejudiced the final status negotiations."

Rice emphasized that a year-end goal for an Israeli-Palestinian peace deal is still achievable, even though both sides question whether the target is realistic.

Both sides face new obstacles unrelated to the substance of peacemaking. Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas, 73, underwent an unannounced heart test last week, raising new questions about his health and the lack of a clear succession plan within the moderate West bank government he leads. Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert has become the subject of a new police investigation, the fifth since he took office two years ago.

A gag order has been imposed on the Olmert case. But speaking to his Cabinet on Sunday, Olmert said the case has unleashed a wave of "malicious and wicked" rumors and pledged to push forward with his agenda.

He also confirmed reports that he would meet with Abbas on Monday. The two leaders meet regularly to assess progress.

Abbas has sounded increasingly pessimistic. He accuses Israel of undermining talks by continuing to build Jewish settlements on lands the Palestinians claim for a future state, and refusing to remove hundreds of military checkpoints that dot the West Bank.

The Bush administration is serving as a proctor for the first direct high-level peace negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians since talks broke down amid violence more than seven years ago. The closed-door talks have yielded no obvious successes, although all sides say the atmosphere is good.

Rice shuttled between Israel and the West Bank, passing red-roofed Jewish settlements and illegal outposts as she went, to prod progress ahead of Bush's commemorative visit to Israel later in May. He is marking the 60th anniversary of the Jewish state, which has rankled some Palestinians who say the United States is too close to Israel to act as an honest broker. Bush will not venture next door to the Israeli-occupied West Bank, as he did during his first visit to Israel as president in January.

Israel isn't trying to expand Jewish housing to effect a land grab before an eventual military withdrawal, the country's senior diplomat said.

"I can assure you Israel has no hidden agenda," Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni said.

Livni pointed to Israel's 2005 withdrawal from the Gaza Strip as proof that Jewish settlements "are not obstacles" if the government decides it has a larger aim of peace or political settlement with the Palestinians.

Livni is leading settlement talks for Israel. She spoke between meetings with Rice, including a joint session with the Palestinians' lead negotiator.

In the West Bank, Rice said Israeli gestures in the West Bank must have a "real effect" on the lives of people there. "We are trying to look not just at quantity, but also quality of improvements."

Israel maintains hundreds of roadblocks and checkpoints throughout the West Bank, saying they are needed to protect settlements and prevent would-be attackers from crossing into Israel. The Palestinians claim the travel restrictions have stifled their economy and made free movement in an area they claim for their independent state extremely difficult.

Rice said she had discussed the lifting of Israeli roadblocks, but did not say Israel made her any new promises. When Rice visited in March, Israel promised to remove 61 roadblocks. The United Nations reported that only 44 have been dismantled, and most of them had no or little significance.

"It was the first time that I had raised this issue, and so it will be now a discussion as to how to carry out that concern, or how to address that concern," Rice said.

At the same time, she acknowledged there is a "real security dimension" for the Israelis.

There was one suicide bombing last year and there have been two suicide bombings this year so far, one in Dimona and the other a few days ago at the Kerem Shalom crossing. That's down from a high of 59 in 2002, the year Israel began building a separation barrier through the West Bank and multiplying its military checkpoints and roadblocks.

___

AP reporters Mohammed Daraghmeh in Ramallah and Amy Teibel and Josef Federman in Jerusalem contributed to this report.

(This version CORRECTS last graf to say that there have been two suicide bombings so far this year).)

© 2008 The Associated Press

 

========Washington Post article=================================

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/05/02/AR2008050201250.html
 

 

Mideast Quartet urges Israel to stop West Bank settlements
By GREGORY KATZ
The Associated Press
Friday, May 2, 2008; 5:40 PM
LONDON -- Palestinian Prime Minister Salam Fayyad warned Friday that peace talks could collapse unless Israel changes course and accepts a more conciliatory approach in negotiations.

Fayyad, in London for diplomatic talks, said Israel has not complied with any of the obligations set out at the U.S.-backed peace conference in Annapolis, Md., late last year.

"Israel has failed to meet any of its obligations from the road map, including a freeze in settlement activity," he said. "Unless that changes, the political process is being stripped of its meaning."

Fayyad gave a highly pessimistic progress report after meeting with Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni. He said the Palestinian government had met its commitments by reforming its financial sector and praised the donor community for providing additional money desperately needed by Palestinian authorities.

In response, Israeli diplomats released remarks that Livni made in private meetings with Fayyad and other leaders earlier in the day.

They said she had told Fayyad that 60 road blocks, one major checkpoint, and other impediments to Palestinian freedom of movement had been removed, and that an additional 5,000 work permits have been granted to help Palestinians seeking work inside Israel.

However, the United Nations says there are more than 500 obstacles impeding movement in the West Bank, including gates, checkpoints and dirt mounds blocking passages. The 60 impediments Livni referred to are mostly dirt mounds, the removal of which has had little significance.

"Many of these measures involve significant security risks for Israel," she said, according to the released remarks. "We expect the (Palestinian Authority) to live up to its obligations in order to ensure that these steps will not be exploited by terrorists and endanger further progress."

But she said Israel needs assurances that the Palestinians will actively fight terrorism before it takes any further steps.

Fayyad said the Palestinian Authority needed roughly $1 billion to meet its obligations for the second half of this year.

But he said Israel had refused to take steps that would allow normal economic activity in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

The remarks came after the Middle East peace Quartet _ the U.S., Russia, the European Union and the United Nations _ urged Israel to cease all settlement activity in the West Bank. The diplomats called for more negotiations in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

There were no signs of a breakthrough, but Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said an agreement on the creation of an independent Palestinian state remains possible during President Bush's waning days in office.

"It's hard work and it's labor intensive and I know there's skepticism, but I think they do have a chance to get an agreement by the end of the year and that's what we're going to work for every day," she said.

Rice cited Northern Ireland as an example of a conflict that seemed intractable until just before peace was achieved.

Rice said Arab countries that have pledged money to the Palestinian Authority, but not delivered, will be prodded to come up with the funding they have promised.

Last year, a Paris donor meeting netted $7.7 billion in aid pledges to the Palestinians over three years. The money was earmarked both for the Palestinian budget and reform and development programs. The optimism that surrounded the pledges has long since faded.

"Clearly when you make a pledge you ought to fulfill it, and that will be my message," Rice said.

According to U.S. figures, only $215 million of roughly $835 million pledged by Arab League nations has been handed over to the Palestinians, with the shortfall contributing to the economic and humanitarian crisis in the occupied territories.

Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair, a special Quartet envoy to the region, is focusing on the economic crisis. He expressed frustration Friday at the slow pace of negotiations with the Israeli government on agreements to lift roadblocks and checkpoints in the West Bank so normal business activity can resume.

With Blair's help, the struggling Palestinian government is organizing an investment conference in Bethlehem later this month. The meeting is designed to showcase moneymaking possibilities in the region for investors willing to gamble on the possibility of improved security conditions.

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, reading the statement after the Friday morning meeting, said the Quartet "expressed its deep concern" at Israel's continued settlement building on the West Bank and called for all outposts built since March 2001 to be dismantled.

Israeli Foreign Ministry spokesman Arye Mekel said the Jewish state was not building new settlements and was only allowing "natural growth" in existing settlements.

"We have not changed our position on this," he said.

The written statement by the Quartet members read out by Ban explicitly states that "natural growth" of the settlements is unacceptable.

He also expressed concern over worsening humanitarian conditions in the Gaza Strip.

A U.N. official reported Friday that rising prices and funding shortages have forced the U.N. to stop providing emergency food aid to more than 13 percent of the 750,000 Palestinian refugees it generally feeds in Gaza.

___

Associated Press Diplomatic Writer Anne Gearan contributed to this report.

© 2008 The Associated Press

 

========Atlanta Journal-Constitution article==========================

 

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/Britain_Quartet_Mideast.html
 

 

	Mideast Quartet urges Israel to stop West Bank settlements

By GREGORY KATZ 
Associated Press Writer
LONDON — Palestinian Prime Minister Salam Fayyad warned Friday that peace talks could collapse unless Israel changes course and accepts a more conciliatory approach in negotiations.

Fayyad, in London for diplomatic talks, said Israel has not complied with any of the obligations set out at the U.S.-backed peace conference in Annapolis, Md., late last year.


"Israel has failed to meet any of its obligations from the road map, including a freeze in settlement activity," he said. "Unless that changes, the political process is being stripped of its meaning."

Fayyad gave a highly pessimistic progress report after meeting with Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni. He said the Palestinian government had met its commitments by reforming its financial sector and praised the donor community for providing additional money desperately needed by Palestinian authorities.

In response, Israeli diplomats released remarks that Livni made in private meetings with Fayyad and other leaders earlier in the day.

They said she had told Fayyad that 60 road blocks, one major checkpoint, and other impediments to Palestinian freedom of movement had been removed, and that an additional 5,000 work permits have been granted to help Palestinians seeking work inside Israel.

However, the United Nations says there are more than 500 obstacles impeding movement in the West Bank, including gates, checkpoints and dirt mounds blocking passages. The 60 impediments Livni referred to are mostly dirt mounds, the removal of which has had little significance.

"Many of these measures involve significant security risks for Israel," she said, according to the released remarks. "We expect the (Palestinian Authority) to live up to its obligations in order to ensure that these steps will not be exploited by terrorists and endanger further progress."

But she said Israel needs assurances that the Palestinians will actively fight terrorism before it takes any further steps.

Fayyad said the Palestinian Authority needed roughly $1 billion to meet its obligations for the second half of this year.

But he said Israel had refused to take steps that would allow normal economic activity in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

The remarks came after the Middle East peace Quartet — the U.S., Russia, the European Union and the United Nations — urged Israel to cease all settlement activity in the West Bank. The diplomats called for more negotiations in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

There were no signs of a breakthrough, but Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said an agreement on the creation of an independent Palestinian state remains possible during President Bush's waning days in office.

"It's hard work and it's labor intensive and I know there's skepticism, but I think they do have a chance to get an agreement by the end of the year and that's what we're going to work for every day," she said.

Rice cited Northern Ireland as an example of a conflict that seemed intractable until just before peace was achieved.

Rice said Arab countries that have pledged money to the Palestinian Authority, but not delivered, will be prodded to come up with the funding they have promised.

Last year, a Paris donor meeting netted $7.7 billion in aid pledges to the Palestinians over three years. The money was earmarked both for the Palestinian budget and reform and development programs. The optimism that surrounded the pledges has long since faded.

"Clearly when you make a pledge you ought to fulfill it, and that will be my message," Rice said.

According to U.S. figures, only $215 million of roughly $835 million pledged by Arab League nations has been handed over to the Palestinians, with the shortfall contributing to the economic and humanitarian crisis in the occupied territories.

Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair, a special Quartet envoy to the region, is focusing on the economic crisis. He expressed frustration Friday at the slow pace of negotiations with the Israeli government on agreements to lift roadblocks and checkpoints in the West Bank so normal business activity can resume.

With Blair's help, the struggling Palestinian government is organizing an investment conference in Bethlehem later this month. The meeting is designed to showcase moneymaking possibilities in the region for investors willing to gamble on the possibility of improved security conditions.

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, reading the statement after the Friday morning meeting, said the Quartet "expressed its deep concern" at Israel's continued settlement building on the West Bank and called for all outposts built since March 2001 to be dismantled.

Israeli Foreign Ministry spokesman Arye Mekel said the Jewish state was not building new settlements and was only allowing "natural growth" in existing settlements.

"We have not changed our position on this," he said.

The written statement by the Quartet members read out by Ban explicitly states that "natural growth" of the settlements is unacceptable.

He also expressed concern over worsening humanitarian conditions in the Gaza Strip.

A U.N. official reported Friday that rising prices and funding shortages have forced the U.N. to stop providing emergency food aid to more than 13 percent of the 750,000 Palestinian refugees it generally feeds in Gaza.

Associated Press Diplomatic Writer Anne Gearan contributed to this report.

Copyright 2008, The Associated Press. The information contained in the AP Online news report may not be published, broadcast or redistributed without the prior written authority of The Associated Press. 

	 


 

========Atlanta Journal-Constitution article==========================

 

http://www.ajc.com/search/content/shared-gen/ap/Middle_East/Israel_Roadblocks.html
 

 

ajc.com > Associated Press story

Report says Israel can remove 10 West Bank checkpoints 

RAMALLAH, West Bank — A joint study by several Israeli ex-generals and Palestinian officials says Israel could remove 10 major West Bank checkpoints quickly.

The report says these checkpoints no longer fulfill a crucial security need, yet their removal could significantly improve Palestinian trade.

The study follows warnings by the World Bank that the Palestinian economy is not likely to grow this year. The bank says that's largely because of continued Israeli restrictions on movement and despite massive foreign aid. Economists say aid can only be effective if the Palestinian private sector is able to recover. Such a recovery is linked to an easing of restrictions.

The checkpoints mentioned in the study released Wednesday include some of the West Bank's largest.

___

April 30, 2008 - 12:40 a.m. EDT

Copyright 2008, The Associated Press. 
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