PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:
Promoting Accuracy and Non-Bias in
Middle-East Reporting, and Thus Facilitating
The Evolution of Just Solutions, and Human 
Rights and Equality through International Law. 
 

 

Please help inform US media of Israel's newest settlement expansion - this time going after the Palestinian village of Ras al-Amud.  Below we find two pieces describing the latest planning and a third summarizing all settlement building since the Annapolis Summit.  Thus the plan for Ras al-Amud adds to the growing list of settlement expansion plans announced by Israel in violation of agreements made with the US in support of Bush's peace efforts.

 

This once again demonstrates Israel's lack of respect for the US and President Bush, as well as lack of sincere interest in either peace or supporting the development of a Palestinian State, despite their depending on US financial and military aid for their survival.

 

Please consider sending this info to as many American newspapers as you have time for, so that the US media, and hopefully by extension the US public can see what kind of country and people we are supporting.

 

The three pieces are:

 

1.  An article about Ras al-Amud specifically, from the International Middle East Media Center (www.imemc.org)

2.  A report from Peace Now, a Jewish Israeli peace organization that keeps track of settlements in the occupied territories, that summarizes all settlement expansions since the Annapolis summit.

3.  An article about Ras al-Amud specifically, from Ha'aretz Newspaper - Israel's leading daily newspaper.

 

Here is the contact information for 6 major US newspapers, but feel free to send the info to your local news outlets or any others you wish.

 

New York Times - nytnews@nytimes.com, or leave a message at 1-888-NYT-NEWS. 

Washington Post - letters@washpost.com
Atlanta Journal-Constitution - newstips@ajc.com, 1-866-988-6397

Chicago Tribune - tips @tribune.com, or use NewsTip Input Form found at http://www.chicagotribune.com/services/site/chi-email-newstips,0,847674.customform
 

Los Angeles Times - foreign@latimes.com,  or use Newstip Input Form found at

http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-comment-foreign-cf2,0,1628335.customform?sId=World%20News
 

Boston Globe - Email or call Kenneth Kaplan (Asst. Foreign Desk Editor) at (617) 929-7369 or k_kaplan@globe.com
 

 

 

************Begin IMEMC article********************************

 

Here is the address for the article on the IMEMC website.  The article there includes photos and maps.

http://www.imemc.org/article/54516
Right-wing Israeli settlers will move in to Palestinian town of Ras al-Amud

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.imemc.org/graphics/date.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


Monday April 28, 2008 11:15 by Saed Bannoura - IMEMC News
In the next few days, a new Israeli settlement will be established in the Palestinian neighborhood of Ras al-Amud, east of Jerusalem, according to the former Israeli police commissioner Moshe Karadi.




Map of Ras Al-Amud and nearby areas

Israeli sources reported Monday that the new Israeli settlement will be constructed on land that is supposed to be part of future negotiations between the Israeli government and the Palestinian Authority. As is the case with most of the 300 settlements that Israel has built in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, the construction is in direct violation of Israeli promises made during negotiations with the Palestinian Authority, in which Israeli officials promised to halt the construction of new settlements on stolen Palestinian land. 

But despite Israeli promises to the contrary, settlement construction has contininued unabated through all 'negotiation' processes, until nearly 500,000 Israelis live on occupied Palestinian land in the West Bank and East Jerusalem. Israeli officials have even made public statements that they are trying to establish "facts on the ground" by constructing as many settlements as possible on Palestinian land, and do not plan to withdraw from any of the illegally-occupied land.

The new settlement will be in a Palestinian-built building that was taken over by the Israeli police force, originally under the pretext of "security reasons", then to establish a Police Station there.

The right-wing settler group that will be occupying the place filed an application with the Israeli Jerusalem municipality to construct a settlement of 110 buildings on the site. The Police Station will move further into Palestinian areas in the West Bank, in a new facility they have constructed on Palestinian land near the illegal Israeli settlement of Ma'ale Adumim.

The settlers stated in their application to the Israeli officials of the Jerusalem municipality (no permit was filed with the parallel Palestinian officials of the Jerusalem municipality) that they plan to make the new settlement the center of a whole new branch of expansion. They will call the colony "Ma'aleh David", and plan to link it to the "Ma'aleh Zeitim" colony that was constructed by Irving Moskowitz with the support of now-Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, who was, at that time, the Israeli Mayor of Jerusalem. The settlers stated that they plan to house around 250 Jewish families in the new settlements (in the midst of an urban center made up of 14,000 Palestinians). The Israeli military will be deployed to protect the new colonies.



========Begin Peace Now Report Summary============================
PEACE NOW REPORT ON SETTLEMENT BUILDING
SINCE THE ANNAPOLIS SUMMIT

  

Below in this email is a summary only of the report.  It can be found with some additional resources at the following address:

http://www.peacenow.org.il/site/en/peace.asp?pi=61&docid=3186
 

The full Peace Now report can be found at this address:

http://www.peacenow.org.il/data/SIP_STORAGE/files/4/3584.pdf
 

 

THE DEATH OF THE SETTLEMENT FREEZE - 4 MONTHS SINCE ANNAPOLIS
by Hagit Ofran
March 2008
• In 101 settlements construction took place. Over 500 buildings are currently being built in the settlements, in each of them several housing units (East Jerusalem excluded). 
• Approx. 275 new buildings have started to be constructed. 20% of the construction is taking place in settlements east of the Separation Fence. 
• In parallel, construction continued in all of the construction sites that already existed before Annapolis, included at least 220 buildings in 37 settlements. 
• Mobile Structures (Caravans) - in some of the settlements, particularly east of the fence, new caravan neighborhoods have been established, using the "Lego System" so that construction is faster and cheaper, without a construction permits or approved planning.  At least 184 new caravans were brought and installed in the settlements, some 150 of them (82%) in settlements located east of the fence such as, Eli, Dolev, Psagot, Ofra, Kochav Ha’shachar, Yitzhar, etc.
Approval of new construction plans – the Minister of Defense has approved several plans for construction. A total of (at least) 946 housing units
• A new city in the Territories – Modi’in Illit - At the beginning of March the Minister of the Interior approved the turning of the Modi’in Illit Local Council into a City.  
Construction in East Jerusalem 
Since the Annapolis summit there was a leap in the number of tenders and construction plans in East Jerusalem. Tenders for the construction of at least 750 housing units in East Jerusalem were issued between December 2007 and March 2008, while throughout all 2007 until the summit, only two tenders for 46 housing units were issued. 
Construction in "illegal outposts"
• In 58 outposts there was construction or development. 
• At least 16 new permanent structures have been constructed in seven different outposts, and construction on eight more structure continued.
• At least 38 new mobile structures have been added in outposts
• 53 structures in the outposts were expanded
• No outposts were evacuated – the Government's declaration on evacuation of two outposts in 17/3/08 seems to be a little misleading. One of the "outposts" was a single broken caravan, and the other was never evacuated.
 

========Begin Ha'aretz article==============================

http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/970234.html
JERUSALEM COUNCIL OKAYS 600 
NEW JEWISH HOMES IN ARAB AREA
  
 
By Nadav Shragai, Haaretz Correspondent and Haaretz Service  
 
31/03/2008 
   
The municipality of Jerusalem on Monday approved the construction of 600 new homes in Pisgat Zeev, east of the Green Line. 
Jerusalem Mayor Uri Lupolianski approved the expansion in Pisgat Zeev - a Jewish settlement surrounded by Arab towns in the West Bank - as part of a plan to construct 40,000 more homes in the area as foreign interest drives property prices up. 
Also Monday, Prime Minister Ehud Olmert promised the spiritual leader of the Shas Party, Rabbi Ovadiah Yosef, that he would authorize construction on "Jerusalem envelope" lands which have been thus far frozen, sources from the ultra-Orthodox Party said.
 
"The Prime Minister promised Rabbi [Yosef] unequivocally that the construction in all the Jerusalem envelope communities will not be hindered and will be unfrozen without delay," sources from the ultra-Orthodox Shas Party said. 
The sources added that the rabbi had made clear to Olmert "with conviction" that the issue of construction in the ultra-Orthodox towns in Arab areas surrounding Jerusalem "are Shas' top priority," and that he will ask party chairman Eli Yishai to continue updating him on the matter. 
During an earlier Kadima faction meeting at the Knesset on Monday, Prime Minister Ehud Olmert denied a report by the Peace Now movement claiming that Israeli construction in the West Bank had been stepped up. 
"All the reports of dramatic construction projects in the [Palestinian] territories are not true, and it's not true that we're building in violation of commitments that were made," Olmert told a meeting of his Kadima Party. 
Olmert also said Israel would continue to build in East Jerusalem and in 
heavily Jewish areas of the West Bank that Israel wants to keep in a final peace agreement. 
"This is going on within the framework of negotiations, and the negotiations will continue to progress," he said. 
Meanwhile, the Yesha Council of Settlements said Monday it would continue to build in West Bank settlements, even without the necessary government authorizations. 
"Whoever thinks that an administrative step can smother the settlement enterprise and prevent it from flourishing is mistaken," said a Yesha council statement. "Either the government will approve construction in the settlements, or the natural development of the settlements will continue to grow, even without government permits." 
The statement came in response to a Peace Now report released Monday that noted expansion in 101 West Bank settlements, including at least 500 buildings, each containing dozens of apartments. 
The report, which summarizes the first quarter of 2008, also found that Defense Minister Ehud Barak recently approved a plan to construct at least 969 housing units in settlements - 750 in the Agan Ayalon neighborhood of Givat Ze'ev and 48 in Ariel. 
The report also notes that at least 184 new caravans have bee installed in West Bank settlements, at least 83 percent of them east of the separation fence. 
Peace Now: Momentum for Jewish construction in E. Jerusalem 'unprecedented' 
Peace Now accused the government of stepping up Jewish construction in East Jerusalem at an unprecedented rate, in a report released Monday. 
"In the last two months, an unprecedented momentum has been noted in the Jewish neighborhoods in East Jerusalem, with the intentions of expanding deep into Palestinian territories east of the Green Line," said the report. 
According to the report, since the Annapolis Summit last November, tenders have been made for the construction of 750 housing units in East Jerusalem, compared to two tenders for 46 units in 2007. 
The construction comes despite the recently revived peace process and Barak's pledge to ease conditions for Palestinians in the West Bank. 
New home for ex-Gaza settlers: Deep in West Bank 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert recently approved the construction of the 48 new apartments in Ariel, deep inside the northern West Bank. 
Last week, Olmert told foreign correspondents that Israel is not building in the territories outside the settlement blocs. Ariel has been considered a settlement bloc by all Israeli governments, but the United States refuses to recognize it as such. 
Because of Washington's objections, Ariel Mayor Ron Nahman used to complain that former defense minister Amir Peretz consistently refused all his requests for permission to build new housing in the city. But Peretz's successor in the ministry, Ehud Barak, ended the freeze. 
Barak's office said in a statement that the new construction was meant to allow evacuated Gaza settlers, who had relocated to Ariel with the government's consent, to move from temporary to permanent housing. 
Last week, Haaretz reported that Barak also approved bringing five trailer homes to the settlement of Tene Omarim to house evacuated Gaza settlers. That settlement is located east of the separation fence, meaning that Israel almost certainly does not intend to keep it under any future agreement.

*************************************************************************
 
Thank you,

The Staff of the Palestine Media Project

====================================
PALESTINE MEDIA PROJECT:  PROMOTING
ACCURACY AND NON-BIAS IN MIDDLE-EAST
REPORTING, AND THUS FACILITATING THE
EVOLUTION OF JUST SOLUTIONS, AND HUMAN
RIGHTS AND EQUALITY THROUGH INTERNATIONAL
LAW.

Visit us at www.palmediaproject.org
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