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The Washington Post and Philadelphia Inquirer are two sample newspapers who have published an Associated Press article which fails to elaborate on major obstacles to the peace process.  They mention the requirements of the peace process that Israel stop settlement activity and that the Palestinian Authority stop terrorism, and they describe recent incidents of violence, but they fail to describe the fact that Israel has actually refused to halt settlement activity in East Jerusalem.  Thus you might mention the recent announcement of 1200 new homes for East Jerusalem settlements.  In addition, you might mention last years announcement of the expansion of the Maale Adumin settlement east of Jerusalem which virtually cuts the West Bank in half.  Please also mention that these settlements on Palestinian occupied lands are not just displeasing to the Palestinians, but are actually illegal as per international law (Geneva Conventions IV, article 49(6)).
 

You can send your emails to:
 

The Associated Press -- info@ap.org 
 

Washington Post -- letters@washpost.com  
Philadelphia Inquirer --  Inquirer.Letters@phillynews.com 200 words
 

Full article --

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/04/05/AR2008040500876.html
 

Find this article at: 
http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/20080405_ap_israelipalestinianleaderstomeet.html?adString=ph.news/nation_world;!category=nation_world;&randomOrd=040608052949
 

or http://www.philly.com/philly/wires/ap/news/nation_world/17324714.html
 

 

Israeli, Palestinian Leaders to Meet

LAURIE COPANS

The Associated Press

April 5, 2008

JERUSALEM - Israeli and Palestinian leaders will resume their regular meetings on Monday to review progress in U.S.-backed efforts to work out a peace deal by year's end, a Palestinian negotiator said Saturday.

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas had called off his meetings with Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert at the beginning of March in response to an Israeli anti-rocket raid on the Gaza Strip that killed 120 people, dozens of them civilians. The leaders had committed to meet every two weeks, but they last met Feb. 19.

Abbas and Olmert will talk in the meeting about how much each side has done to meet its peace obligations, negotiator Saeb Erekat said.

An Israeli official said he expected the leaders to meet at the beginning of the week. He said Olmert had wanted to resume the talks earlier, but Abbas had refused. He spoke on condition of anonymity because Olmert's office had not yet issued an official statement.

Under an American-backed peace plan, Israel must remove illegal settlement outposts and ease travel restrictions, while the Palestinians must rein in militants. Erekat said the two leaders will also talk about the closure of the Hamas-run Gaza Strip and Egypt's efforts to arrange a truce on the Gaza-Israel border.

Also Saturday, a senior Palestinian official urged a dozen Palestinian gunmen to return to a lockup in the West Bank city of Nablus, where they had been serving time as part of an amnesty deal with Israel. The agreement with Israel was part of efforts to improve security in the Palestinian territory.

The gunmen of the Al Aqsa Martyrs' Brigades fled the Palestinian-run Jneid Prison on Friday, after complaining that they had been beaten by guards. The group is a violent offshoot of Abbas' Fatah Party.

The governor of the Nablus district, Jamal Muhaisen, appealed to the fugitives over a local radio station Saturday to return to prison voluntarily, citing concern for their safety.

Under the amnesty deal, hundreds of Palestinian gunmen have been removed from Israel's wanted list, provided they renounce violence and serve a transition period in Palestinian lockups. Last month, a Nablus gunman who left prison for a day, in violation of the agreement, was shot dead by Israeli undercover troops.

Israel has not commented on the breakout. Abbas has pledged to rein in militants and stop violence, as part of his commitment to the U.S.-backed "road map" peace plan.

In violence Saturday, a Palestinian farmer was killed in unclear circumstances along Gaza's fence with Israel. Israel's army said troops along the fence were fired at by Palestinian militants, but they did not shoot back. Local Palestinian residents said they believed the man was killed by a rocket launched by militants toward Israel that fell short.

Gazan militants fired one rocket toward the Israeli coastal city of Ashkelon on Saturday, and it landed in an industrial zone but caused no injuries, Israel's army said.

Palestinian militants have fired rockets at Israeli border communities since late 2001, killing 13 people, severely disrupting daily life and provoking harsh Israeli retaliation. With Egyptian mediation, however, there has been a lull in recent weeks.
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