Nature of milk production in the Indian sub-continent

Pastoral economy formed the basis of the Indo-Aryan civilization, which in India long before the Christian Era. Dairying was an integral part of that civilization. It took its roots in the northwest part of India and spread virtually to the whole of the sub-continent. Dairying has been a rural activity in Bangladesh and the neighboring countries from time immemorial.

Most of the milk in Bangladesh and the neighbouring countries is produced in the villages by farmers with small land holding and also by landless agricultural labourers. Because of the lack of scientific animal husbandry and nutritional practices the yield of the milch animals in the region has been rather low compared to that of the dairy cow in the advanced dairy countries.

Conditions under which milk is produced in the villages are far from satisfactory, mainly because of economic backwardness of the producers.

In Bangladesh the average milk production per cow per day is very low, i.e. 1.5 litres (Makoni, 2001 pp. 2-6). The reasons for such low productivity could be due to genetically low producing indigenous local cows, not using appropriate technologies to increase productivity of the cows over the past years, inadequate feeding management, lack of disease control program and hot and humid environments (Jabbar and Green, 1983, pp. 37-57). 

Number of cows and buffaloes in the Indian sub-continent

(Number in thousand)

	Country
	Cow
	Buffalo

	Bangladesh
	23900
	830

	India
	219642
	94132

	Pakistan
	22400
	23300

	Bhutan
	435
	4

	Myanamers
	11218
	2500

	Nepal
	6983
	3624

	Sri Lanka
	1560
	690


Source: FAO, 2001, p. 213

Trends in milk production in the Indian sub-continent

(Thousand tonne)

	Country
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001

	Bangladesh
	2075
	2091
	2095
	2112

	Bhutan
	32
	32
	32
	32

	India
	74500
	77180
	81790
	83770

	Myanamers
	592
	599
	618
	629

	Nepal
	1119
	1145
	1191
	1197

	Pakistan
	26714
	25566
	25566
	26284

	Sri Lanka
	217
	293
	293
	296


Milk is mostly produced in small quantities, of 2-4 litres by small and marginal farmers in numerous and widely scattered villages. The farmer whose principal occupation is agriculture keep a few cows or buffaloes for milk production (2-4 animals on an average) as a supplementary source of income. It can be seen that the bulk of the animals are held by small and marginal farmers and not by large farmers (FAO, aninam production and health paper (85)).

The collection, transportation and distribution of fluid milk under the topical condition prevailing in 'Bangladesh and the neighbouring countries present many difficulty problems. The production of milk in villages takes place on a very small scale numerous scattered holdings, which makes the task of collection difficult. Many villages are not connected by good roads, and many more are inaccessible during the monsoon rain. There are no facilities for cooling or refrigeration of milk on receipt at a village collection centre and rapid transport to a processing centre is hampered by lack of facilities and infrastructure.

Pattern of dairy development in Bangladesh

Dairies are sometimes called the "foster-mother" and milk as nectar reviving the dead. Pastoral men acquired the habit of consuming meat, milk and milk products because of their long dependence on food of animal origin. The people of Bangladesh acquired this habit because of their long association with the migrants and invaders from pastoral societies of central and west Asia. Since then the majority of the rural households have been used to rear one or two cows mainly for draught purposes with milk being considered a by product. Some large farmers also keep separate cows in addition to draught bullocks, for milk production.

Selling of milk was once considered as a contemptible job in the society. Families selling cow milk were considered to be of a low race. So, aristocratic families that usually had surplus milk production after consumption used to make free distribution of milk among their neighbours. Thus milk production by the rural households was really non-commercial and remained at best as a source of subsidiary income to the rural poor. But that days are gone and the situation is totally changed. Now milk production or dairy farming is considered as a part of prosperity. Many rich and aristocrat families are now coming to establish dairy farms. After all, milk production, milk processing, milk preservation and milk marketing are now being considered as economically and socially rewarding profession.

Along with the subsistence milch cow rearing there are some milk pocket areas in different districts of Bangladesh. Bangladesh Milk Producers Cooperative Union Limited has organized about 13/14 milk producing farmers to supply milk to BMPCUl. A few NGOs and private individuals have developed contract dairy farming in different districts of Bangladesh. These are also evidences of dairy farming where no farmal marketing channel is practiced.

Current milk production and marketing status of milk in Bangladesh

Production of livestock and livestock product have reportedly increased in Bangladesh in the last decade, through it is less than the original demand. So a vast potentiality of producing milk, meat and eggs is still existing. 
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Year wise sectoral share of GDP and annual growth of GDP from animal farming in Bangladesh

	Year
	Sectoral share of GDP at current price
	Annual growth of GDP at constant price (1995-96)

	
	Agricultural and forestry
	Animal farming
	Agricultural and forestry
	Animal farming

	1992-93
	21.59
	3.73
	1.35
	2.38

	1993-94
	20.59
	3.65
	0.65
	2.42

	1994-95
	21.17
	3.45
	1.93
	2.42

	1995-96
	20.32
	3.36
	2.03
	2.51

	1996-97
	20.22
	3.29
	5.57
	2.58

	1997-98
	19.80
	3.14
	1.64
	2.64

	1998-99
	20.29
	3.04
	3.24
	2.69

	1999-2000
	19.54
	3.00
	6.92
	2.74

	2000-2001
	18.88
	2.85
	3.99
	2.80


Source: BBS, 2001, pp.281-284

Milk production in Bangladesh (1992-2001)

	Year
	Milk, whole fresh ('000' tonne)

	
	Cow
	Buffalo
	Sheep
	Goat
	Total
	Increasing rate
	Growth rate

	1992
	752
	22
	18
	921
	1713
	
	0.02

	1993
	767
	24
	18
	997
	1806
	5.42
	

	1994
	774
	24
	18
	1048
	1864
	3.21
	

	1995
	782
	24
	21
	1160
	1987
	6.59
	

	1996
	782
	24
	21
	1180
	2007
	1.00
	

	1997
	780
	23
	22
	1328
	2153
	7.27
	

	1998
	751
	22
	22
	1280
	2075
	-3.62
	

	1999
	755
	22
	22
	1296
	2091
	0.77
	

	2000
	755
	22
	22
	1296
	2095
	0.19
	

	2001
	763
	22
	23
	1304
	2112
	0.81
	


Source: FAO, 1992, pp. 219-221. FAO, 1995, pp. 216-218. FAO, 1998, pp. 219-221.

 FAO, 2001, pp. 241-243

Gross domestic products of Bangladesh at current prices

(Tk. in million)

	Activity/Sector
	Year

	
	1991-92
	1992-93
	1993-94
	1994-95
	1995-96
	1996-97
	1997-98
	1998-99
	1999-2000

	Agricultural and forestry
	295319
	261871
	269000
	310060
	324382
	350462
	381359
	429901
	446923

	Animal farming
	42678
	44981
	47626
	50547
	53621
	56969
	60469
	64431
	68576

	Milk and milk product
	13875
	14630
	16181
	16405
	17149
	18606
	19048
	19732
	21333

	Meat
	20728
	21435
	22391
	23368
	24587
	25767
	27790
	29959
	31178

	Hide and skin
	1961
	2380
	2243
	2840
	3189
	3315
	2970
	3105
	35556

	Eggs
	4327
	4566
	4753
	5629
	6239
	6728
	7966
	8720
	9565

	Others
	1787
	1970
	2108
	2305
	2457
	2553
	2722
	2897
	2944


Source: BBS, 2000, p. 457

Per unit import price of milk in different year

	Year
	Dollar/kg

	1996-97
	168.16

	1997-98
	175.35

	1998-99
	210.16

	1999-200
	244.69


   Source: BBS, 2001, p. 264

