Live stock population

Livestock population of the country can be categorized into three groups such as:

a) Large ruminants – Cattle and Buffaloe

b) Small ruminants – Goat and Sheep

c) Poultry – Chicken : Fowl and Duck

Plan objectives of sub-Sectoral development:

Efforts have been made to develop livestock sub sector in various five year plans. The main objectives for the development of livestock are to:
1. Increase people’s participation and create new employment opportunities for small farmers, landless labourers and women in rearing poultry cattle goat and sheep.
2. Generate income and alleviate poverty of the rural poor through livestock development.

3. Protect environmental degradation by scientific management of dairy and poultry farms.

4. Increase the supply of milk, meat, hides and skins, eggs etc. through genetic improvement in productivity of animals and birds.

5. increase the supply of draft power of both cattle and buffaloes through genetic improvement, better veterinary services, adequate feed supply and harness improvement

6. Increase foreign exchange earnings through the export of quality hides and skins and reduce dependence on import of powder milk and milk products.

Strategies of Livestock Development

In order to achieve the objectives of the sub-sectoral: some strategies have been identified to follow such as:

i. Improvement of quality of animals and birds through genetic upgradation, preservation of native breeds and selection of exotic breed.
ii. Wider provision for treatment of infectious diseases and parasitic infections and large scale production of vaccines.
iii. Increased fodder supply through intensive use of available land. 

iv. Improvement of livestock management through manpower training and skill development.
v. Improvement of the quality of the draught animals and expansion of the single animal ploughing system.
vi. Emphasis on development of dairy cattle and encourage establishment of mini dairy farms by proceeding subsidies and exemption of taxes.

vii. Encourage goat and sheep production through supply inputs.

viii. Special emphasis on poultry husbandry for increased supply of meat and eggs.

ix. Credit for livestock farming on easy terms in the private sector.

x. Improvement of marketing facilities for realization of competitive prices by the farmers.

