	Bangladesh standards and Testing Institution came into being in 1985 through an Ordinance (Ordinance XXXVII of 1985) with the merger of Bangladesh Standards Institution and the Central Testing Laboratories. The BSTI is a body corporate and its concerned Ministry is the Ministry of Industries.

The Institution’s task is to prepare standards for all articles, products, methods and services. The Institution can bring under BSTI’s Compulsory Certification Marking any product after approval of the Government. Products brought under Compulsory Certification Marking (CM) are published in official gazette.
The BSTI marks cannot be used under any circumstances by others without approval in advance from BSTI.

The standards approved, and passed by the Institution are called Bangladesh Standards (BDS).

Salient Features of the Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution (Amendment) Act, 2003
a) The sale and distribution of commodities brought under mandatory scheme are strictly prohibited without having Certification Marks (CM) licence from BSTI or using of unauthorized Standard Marks.
b) If, after examination, it is found that any article which does not conform to the Bangladesh Standard the factory producing such article or the premises where such article are stored, kept or traded may be sealed and such commodities seized.
c) Commercial advertisements/publications of products having no BSTI Certification Marks (CM license) are prohibited.
d) For any violations of the provisions of the BSTI (Amendment) Act, 2003 penalty or punishment may be imposed by mobile courts.
e) Minimum punishments for violations of the ordinance have been prescribed which includes fine and imprisonments or both. 
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	BSTI Council


	BSTI Council, the highest decision-making organ of the Institution, consists of the following members:
a. The Minister in charge of Ministry of Industries, ex-officio, shall also be the Chairman of the Council.
b. The State Minister, Ministry of Industries, ex-officio, who shall also be the Vice-Chairman of the Council.
c. The Secretary, Ministry of Industries, ex-officio, who shall also be the Vice-Chairman of the Council.
d. The Director General, ex-officio, who shall act as the Secretary of the Council;
e. 29 Representatives from different Ministries, Departments, Business Chambers, Scientific Organizations, Universities and relevant Institutions;
The Council shall in discharging it's duties, be guided by such instructions as may be given to it by the Government from time to time.


	The Director General and staff


	BSTI is headed by a Director General who is the principal executive officer of the Institution and is responsible for the proper administration of the Institution. The Director General is appointed by the Government on such terms and conditions as it may determine.

BSTI performs its responsibilities through 6(six) wings. Each wing is headed by a Director. The wings are as follows:
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	Under these 6 wings 17 divisions are working as shown in the list below:

1. Standards Wing
a. Agriculture and Food
b. Chemical
c. Civil Engineering
d. Electrical and Electronics Engineering
e. Jute and textile
f. Mechanical Engineering

2. Physical Testing
a. Electrical, Electronics and Engineering 
b. Civil, Physical and Mechanical Engineering
c. Textile

3. Chemical Testing
a. Chemical
b. Food and Bacteriological

4. Metrology
a. Metrology
b. Metrology Lab and Training
c. Industrial and Scientific Metrology

5. Certification Marks
a. Certification Marks 
b. Motivation and Training

6. Administration
a. Administration 
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