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Abstract

Th s study analyzed the performance and role of small envepreneurship development in socioeconomic
developmenl ot rural poof women. The selected households tof thb study divid€d into lhree calegones
ol enlerprises, namely lvestock and po!Llry, nursery & handicratt mak ng. The sample size forlhis sludy
was 90. The major findings of lhe sludy revealed that lhe avefage annual income generaton per
household of livestock and poultry, nursery, and handicralt enterprise groups were Tk 51645, Tk 36254
and Tk 31923 rcspectively. Average change in annual income was 110 74 per cenl afler being invotved
wilh differenl small enterp ses. The development indicators revealed that, most of lhe respondents of
all lhree enteprises reporled "high" development in differenl indicators. The ditlerent aspecls ol heatrh
slalls, sanitation awareness increased to lhe expected evel. Chang€ in housing unit after invoivemenl
is qLrile reverse lo lhat of belofe involvement, There has beer greal increase in the number ot own lube
we | (97 per cent) ailer nvolvem enl w lh enlerp rise an d 1 00 per cent households used san ilary talrines
whereas il was only 24 per cent before involvement. There was 138 per cent increase in working days;
th s posil ve change indrcales thal the small enterprise has generated new selt employment aclvities tof
lhe rural poor women. This araiysis revealed that parUcipation ol the rurat women to ditferenl small
enlerprse aclivlLes conlribuled signifcantly to socoeconomic uplifiment ol the househotd in general
and ncreased parlicipalion of wor.en in economic acuviues and household decision makino in
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