Young Maths prodigy stirs interest

By Rina De Silva
news@nst.com.my     27-11-05,NST
KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. — A six-year-old whiz kid has    promoters abuzz with plans to use his talent, just months after his gift for mathematics was publicised.

At least one businessman is looking to raise RM500.000 to invest in the boy's talent, and it appears there are others who want to follow suit

The businessman, Datuk Mohd Aritf Amran Hmdi, 58,has already approached potential investors through his company. New Mata Publication Sdn Bhd, which he set up to manage the boy's career.

A family friend, he says he is like "a godfather" to Adi Putra Abdm Ghani, whose parents recently agreed to let him represent their son.Part of the money will go towards Adi's expenses and education until he is 11. By then, Ariff believes he will be in university.

The rest of the money will be used to establish a school for gifted children, which Adi would attend as well."This school is for Adi, for his family and for the country. We must groom him the right way," Ariff said.

Three months ago, Adi beat 230 children, some of them twice his age, and 19 teachers in a mathematics quiz. It was one of his earliest public appearances designed to motivate primary school pupils of Kuala Kurau Baru, Perak facing their UPSR examinations.
Since then, the kindergarten-age child has become a hero to many Malaysians.He has also become a pot of gold to others, according to Perak State executive councillor Datuk Dr Zambry Kadir. Zambry, who holds the State education portfolio, today said he was worried that the boy would be exploited."He's not a celebrity or a commodity. He's a six-year old boy who needs guidance for his talent to be nurtured."
That is why Ariff is planning to build the school, and wants former UiTM Dean and Science and Mathematics expert Dr Sharir Husin to head it."Each class will not have more than five students. This school is only open for students with high IQs."

   Ariff is a marine engineer,who started in the 1970s with Malaysia International Shipping Corp. before going on to work for companies such as Malaysia Mining Corp. He resigned as director of listed company TAP Resources Bhd in 2001, and now runs his own Eternal Eight group of companies.He said he first met Adi's father Abdul Ghani Wahid more than a year ago,through one of his businesses. That's when he got to know about Adi.

The management company will also provide Adi with the use of a car, and a driver cum bodyguard. It will also fund a home in Kuala Lumpur, pay RM1.500 a month for his upkeep, buy him a laptop and mobile phone, and provide insurance and medical coverage.Adi is at the heart of his business plan, he said, which will give investors a 20 per cent return over a five-year period.

 Betting that Malaysians will snap up anything with Adi's name on it, Ariff wants to produce a range of products, from books to VCDs. He believes companies will pay Adi to endorse their products and promote it. Adi and his parents will be paid royalties of 20 per cent 

from the profits.
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