Books


There are 40 quotations in this topic: 

Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body. 

—Joseph Addison 

Reading is a basic tool in the living of a good life. 

—Mortimer J. Adler 

That is a good book which is opened with expectation and closed with profit. 

—A. Bronson Alcott
Table Talk, 1877 

I took a speed-reading course and read War and Peace in twenty minutes. It involves Russia. 

—Woody Allen 

A real book is not one that we read, but one that reads us. 

—W. H. Auden 

Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and digested. 

—Francis Bacon, 1625 

When I am dead, I hope it may be said:
"His sins were scarlet, but his books were read." 

—Hilaire Belloc 

Books are not men and yet they stay alive. 

—Stephen Vincent Benét 

I don't try to describe the future. I try to prevent it. 

—Ray Bradbury
quoted by Arthur C. Clarke in London Independent, 1992 

There are worse crimes than burning books. One of them is not reading them. 

—Joseph Brodsky, 1991 

When you read a book, you hold another's mind in your hands. 

—James Burke 

A classic is a book that has never finished saying what it has to say. 

—Italo Calvino, 1981
in L'Espresso 

Having your book turned into a movie is like seeing your oxen turned into bouillon cubes. 

—John LeCarre 

A book is the only immortality. 

—Rufus Choate 

A room without books is like a body without a soul. 

—Marcus Tulius Cicero 

Never judge a book by its movie. 

—J.W. Eagan 

We should be as careful of the books we read, as of the company we keep. The dead very often have more power than the living. 

—Tryon Edwards 

Some books leave us free and some books make us free. 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson 

I don't think anyone should write their autobiography until after they're dead. 

—Samuel Goldwyn 

If I have not read a book before, it is, for all intents and purposes, new to me whether it was printed yesterday or three hundred years ago. 

—William Hazlitt 

These are not books, lumps of lifeless paper, but minds alive on the shelves. 

—Gilbert Highet 

The proper study of mankind is books. 

—Aldous Huxley
Chrome Yellow, 1922 

A book is a mirror: If an ass peers into it, you can't expect an apostle to look out. 

—G. C. Lichtenberg 

The love of learning, the sequestered nooks,
And all the sweet serenity of books. 

—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
Morituri Salutamus 

I would sooner read a timetable or a catalog than nothing at all. 

—W. Somerset Maugham 

Who kills a man kills a reasonable creature, God's image, but thee who destroys a good book, kills reason its self. 

—John Milton 

No entertainment is so cheap as reading, nor any pleasure so lasting. 

—Mary Wortley Montagu 

The best books...are those that tell you what you know already. 

—George Orwell
Nineteen Eighty-Four, 1949 

The books that help you the most are those which make you think the most. 

—Theodore Parker 

Books, like friends, should be few and well chosen. 

—Samuel Paterson 

I divide all readers into two classes: those who read to remember and those who read to forget. 

—William Lyon Phelps 

When something can be read without effort, great effort has gone into its writing. 

—Enrique Jardiel Poncela 

Properly, we should read for power. Man reading should be man intensely alive. The book should be a ball of light in one's hand. 

—Ezra Pound 

October is crisp days and cool nights, a time to curl up around the dancing flames and sink into a good book. 

—John Sinor 

Books, the children of the brain. 

—Jonathan Swift
A Tale of a Tub, 1704 

Books, like proverbs, receive their chief value from the stamp and esteem of ages through which they have passed. 

—Sir William Temple
Miscellanea, 1690 

Read the best books first, or you may not have a chance to read them all. 

—Henry David Thoreau 

The man who does not read good books has no advantage over the man who can't read them. 

—Mark Twain 

A classic is a book that doesn't have to be written again. 

—Carl Van Doren
quoted by James Thurber in Bermudian, 1950 

Ideally a book would have no order in it, and the reader would have to discover his own. 

—Raoul Vaneigem
The Revolution of Everyday Life, 1967 
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