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There are many important aspects of a short story. There are so many bits and pieces that they could not all be applied and discussed all in one, one thousand-word essay. In this essay Setting, Narrative Point of View and Tone will be discussed, focusing on seven stories written by Canadian authors. 

The setting of one story can vary in extreme amounts compared to another depending on what the author feels the setting can do for his audience. Setting is one of the key aspects of a story, especially a short story; the reason being is that it gives the reader a chance to actually feel as if they are in the story. To be able to be there with the characters, experiencing what the characters are, and relating to their situations and feelings, is one of the many reasons writers do what they do. 

Lets first look into the short story Snow, by Frederick Philip Grove. This story is taking place during the era of early settlers; when German, Irish, and other immigrants migrated into other countries in search of prosperity and good farming lands. Through the thought of prosperity, and all of their dreams, despair was usually the only thing they found. Land was poor; usually no one could harvest anything from them, everyone lived near the

..sand-flats bordering on the marsh where the soil was thin, dreadfully thin; it drifted when the scrub-brush was cleared off. Still…(Grove 104)

Starvation and struggle were daily routines and survival was extremely hard to accomplish, especially during the harsh winters of the plains, when they resemble cold, frosted, dead lands. The weather of this story is extremely cold; there is a blizzard, but it dies down during the story, excluding the harsh winds and soft snow. Snow, is taking place during the night and continues until the dawn. It is told in the wilderness, and in small rural farmlands. It can be led to believe that, the setting in this particular story is representing, death. The way that the lands are frozen and forbidden gives us the impression that death is near for something. 

Now, when examining out next short story, The Fruits of Toil, by Norman Duncan, one can see clearly that they have some sort of the same atmosphere, as it is windy, and the area is rather forbidden. Except in this short story it is taking place at Sea, instead of on the land.  This story is based in Newfoundland, Canada, the year, unknown to us simply by reading it, along a little harbor near the Atlantic Ocean. It is rather hard to tell which season this story is taking place, because the story line moves so quickly from winter to spring. The story mostly takes place during the spring though, when hope is not really there at all, and the sea and weather can be very deadly.

... Dusk and a clammy mist chased the glory from the hills, the rocks turned black, and a wind cold and black, swept out of the wilderness and ran to sea… (Duncan 87)

Weather is a really important key to this story, without its emphasis, it can be doubted that the story would have the same effect. It creates the atmosphere of loss and despair, the feeling that nothing good will ever happen, that year after year, the efforts of Solomon are useless.

… The wind from the wilderness, cold and black, covered the hills with mist; the dusk fell, and the glory faded from the heights. (Duncan 91)


The author always decides the Point of view of a story. He may have an extremely good reason for choosing to tell the events taking place in a certain view of things. He might wish to stress the personal nature of his story by emphasizing close connections to the experiences he recreates by using I and me.

He might also be trying to recreate events by telling a story and using he, she it they, etc. but remaining ‘invisible’.


In the short story Old Woodruff and His Three Wives, by Susanna Moodie, she decided to emphasize her relationship, her connection to what happened in the story she wrote by telling it in the First Person Point of View.

This must have been an adventurous old man. Three wives! … thinking of a fourth when we became aquatinted with him. (Moodie 27)

She really emphasizes what is going on by taking direct part of her story.

“Thank God,” I said, “we are not travelling in this night to B---.”  “… tomorrow!” said my eldest boy, lifting his curly… (Moodie 29)

Moodie is not the only one of the Canadian authors who uses First Person Point of View, Thomas Chandler Haliburton also writes as though he is the one in the story. In Sam Slick the Clockmaker, Haliburton uses I and myself to emphasize the personal nature of the story, how he feels about things, and how the events happened to affect ‘him’.

… I never feel so well or cheerful as on horseback, for there is something… and, old as I am, I feel a pleasure… (Haliburton 17)

There is a sense that Haliburton really does feel this way about what he is talking about; that it is as if his feelings are being directly put into his story. 

“That is a superior animal you are mounted on,” said I; ” I seldom meet one that can travel with mine.” (Haliburton 20)

In the final short story of the Narrative Point of View section, one must take a look at the story written by Stephen Leacock, The Speculations of Jefferson Thorpe. It is told a little differently in this story than all of the rest. Instead of the one telling the story and actually being a part of it, the author is merely using I to tell the story, he is only narrating it, not actually taking part in it. It’s as if he was once a part of the story, but that was in the past, and he is now dictating the present.

… Anyway, I remember Jeff telling me one day that he could take the whole lot of the hens… (Leacock 72)

First Person Point of View is a very effective way to tell a story, it deepens the relationship with the reader. It draws the reader further in with every time the author relates to his experience. 


Tone is the last of the three aspects of the short story we will be looking at. The tone is the authors ‘voice’, how he feels, or what he wants the reader to feel as the story is read. In the short story The Privilege of the Limits, by Edward W. Thompson, the tone is very humorous and witty, 

“… With that he went straight to one of the white cedar posts, and pulled it up out the whole, and started for home, taking great care to carry it in his hands pefore him, so he would not be beyond it one bit… (Thompson 46)

The Privilege of the Limits, compared to the last short story being discussed, Paul Farlotte, written by Duncan Campbell Scott, one would clearly be able to see the difference between the two tones. Paul Farlotte is a rather sad story; the author’s tone does follow the events quite well. It does have a little bit of a serious tone to it, but the story in general is rather calm, depressing and uneventful. 

…It was strange, he had been saving for years, and yet he had not saved enough… to hear Monsieur Farlotte say, “when I am in France”; for she knew what none of the villagers knew, that if it had not been for her and her troubles, Monsieur Farlotte would have seen France many years before. (Scott 59)


As it was discussed before hand, there are many different aspects of a short story, so many in fact that it would have taken even longer to discuss each one individually. Tone, the Narrative Point of View, and Setting are only some of the major elements of a short story. 

