MODERNISM IN THE NOVEL “COMING THROUGH SLAUGHTER”

Modernism first became popular after the First World War because the catastrophe of the event left scars of dismantled faith and cultural-social values. The violent nature of the “war to end all wars” brought consequences on the inhabitants of the world and left a radical break from traditional structures the only possible response for most modern artists. An intensified critique on capitalism followed by the alienation of the working class by the materialistic urbanized bureaucratic society introduced a new and distinct style of literature, now known as literary modernism. 


The novels “Coming Through Slaughter” by Michael Ondaatje and “La Sagouine” by Antonine Maillet show signs of modernism as both do not focus on characters of high stature or even follow through on their sentences from time to time.

SAGOUINE
-low-class

-asks why

-commoner

-understands that you need to work for a living

-wants answers (searches for truth)

NOVEL ITSELF

-uses run-off sentences

-does not have a story plot

-chapters do not need to be read in order

ALEX

-no morals

-commoner

-lives his life by stealing, vandalizing and rapes for pleasure

NOVEL ITSELF

-there is no talk of any god

-explains that to turn someone entirely good robs them of their freedom and of their power to make decisions

-
http://newark.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/Lit/victoria.html
'A Clockwork Orange' by Anthony Burgess, published in 1962, technically falls after the period deemed as 'Modernism', yet it embodies all of the features that were characteristic of that literary era.

http://pages.eidosnet.co.uk/johnnymoped/aclockworktestament/aclockworktestament_modernisticfeatures_page1.html

