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To explain the contrast and the similarities between seven Canadian stories, there are many elements that one could use. Diction, setting, and point of view are three of them, which will be described further on.

Firstly, there is diction. As described to be the distinctive style in which the author writes throughout their tales. Also, diction sets the tone and creates a certain atmosphere that helps the readers get in touch with the era of the story. When it comes to being formal and proper, sentences seem prolonged and more descriptive, using words with more depth in vocabulary than what you would normally hear in everyday speech, such as “consented” instead of “agreed”. The short Canadian story, Old Woodruff and His Three Wives, shows such diction in its dialogue and many paragraphs of description. 

“Where can we stop?” said I. “We are miles away from any inn, and I see no prospect of the weather becoming milder.” (Susanna Moodie p.33) 

In complete contrast to this type of diction, there is The Privilege of the Limits where there are spelling and pronunciation errors as far as the eye can see. It gives the impression of an uneducated woman speaking, which has a stereotypical accent that you may hear if you travelled upon a farm. There is no real description in these paragraphs, the story unfolds at a relatively fast pace. 

“YES, indeed, my grandfather wass once in jail,” said old Mrs. Mctavish, of the county of Glengarry, in Ontario, Canada; “but that wass for debt, and he wass a ferry honest man whateffer, and he would not broke his promise --- no, not for all the money in Canada. If you will listen to me, I will tell you chust exactly the true story about that debt, to show you what an honest man my grandfather wass.” (Edward W. Thomson p. 42) 

The Fruits of Toil seems to have the same sense of description as "Old Woodruff and His Three Wives" only is far less formal, much like Privilege of the Limits. However, this story has dialogue by sailors and therefore gives it a rough and constant use of apostrophes. 

Dusk and a clammy mist chased the glory from the hills; the rocks turned black, and a wind, black and cold, swept out of the wilderness and ran to sea. (Norman Duncan p.87) 

"'Tis oan'y for us t'take un out. I be goain' t'wark hard this year." (Norman Duncan p.89) 

These were three examples of completely different use of diction by three completely different authors. Old Woodruff and His Three Wives had a formal tone, filled with descriptions of their surroundings and the events that were taken place. This gives a sense of seriousness, while Privilege of the Limits is far from having a use of formality as most of the words are misspelled and make the character in question seem to have speech defiance. Lastly, you find The Fruits of Toil, which shares the same sense of description as the first short story, only the dialogue differs greatly. Shortening words by replacing letters with apostrophes occurs continuously in the dialogue and makes the characters have an accent of sailors. 

The setting is another aspect, which you can compare from one story to another. Authors each have their particular way of introducing the setting of their story, and all choose a different time and place, the weather conditions, and even the type of neighbourhood in which the characters lie. If you take the two stories Snow and The Speculations of Jefferson Thorpe, you can see both similarities and differences in the setting, as they are both set in America, away from any cities. The Speculations of Jefferson Thorpe takes place in a barbershop, in Florida, Mariposa. It does not have a particular setting in time; however, the weather is warm and sunny, while in the story Snow the ground is filled with sometimes powdery, sometimes blizzard like snow. The wind is cold and harsh, and it progresses from night until dawn.

Then, as I think I said, Mr. Smith came in every morning and there was a tremendous outpouring of Florida water and rums, essences and revivers and renovators, regardless of expense. (Stephen Leacock p.68)

The darkness was still inky black, though here and there, where the slop of t he drifts slanted in the right direction, starlight was dimly reflected from the snow. (Frederick Philip Grove p.102)


Finally, there are the three different narrative point of views. First person point of view means that the narrator is not only telling the story, but is also part of it. A good example of this is Sam Slick the Clockmaker. This method of narration can make the story have a more truthful aspect to it, and perhaps even lure the reader in, by making it seem as though they are the character.

I never feel so well or cheerful as on horseback, for there is something exhilarating in quick motion; and, as old as I am, I feel pleasure in making any person whom I meet on the way put his horse to the full gallop, to keep pace with my trotter.


The other type is called the third person point of view. This way, as it is used in Paul Farlotte, the reader can know everything that is going on in the story, and every character’s thoughts and actions. In this narration, there are no secrets to the readers, only the characters in the story itself.

At first the villagers thought he was only joking, and that they would some morning wake up and find him gone; but when the holidays came, and when enough time had elapsed for him to make his journey twice over they began to think he was in earnest.


All authors must take note of these three elements, including some such as symbols, characterisation, and tone, to fully develop their plots and create a way to capture the reader so that they will keep going until the end of the book. These were only a few examples of the many different ways people could analyse the stories; however, there is just no time to do them all.

