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Geoffrey Pope (b1986), an emerging composer and conductor of contemporary music, has been recognized through numerous commissions and awards in the orchestral, chamber music and jazz realms. As a conductor, he has premiered pieces with a variety of ensembles and performers in the Los Angeles area. Currently studying at the Thornton School of Music at USC, Pope is the founder of the Starving Composers’ Ensemble, a group devoted to encouraging the composition and performance of new works for chamber orchestra. He now serves as cover conductor of the Thornton Contemporary Music Ensemble, and is composer-in-residence of the Chamber Opera of USC. This summer his music will be performed in European cities including Vienna, Berlin and Prague by the Palo Alto Chamber Orchestra. Pope’s ongoing projects include a second opera as well a chamber concerto for two violins. He continues to collaborate with visionary tenor and writer Timur Bekbosunov, who commissioned and produced his chamber opera, The Stone House. As a maturing theorist and teacher, Pope concentrates primarily on early Second Viennese School music, particularly that of Alban Berg. His mentors include Donald Crockett, Erica Muhl, David Fick and Tamar Diesendruck.


