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Cub Scout Pack 405

Parent Handbook

Welcome to Cub Scouting and Pack 405! 

Cub Scouting is a family centered program developed by the Boy Scouts of America.  The program is open to all boys in 1st through 5th grades.  The Sequoia Parents Association sponsors our Pack.

The Scouting Program seeks to instill in its scouts good moral values.  Some of these values include: to do one’s best, to help other people, and to obey the laws of the Pack.

For parents, Cub Scouting provides a vehicle for guiding their son’s development of skills and values.  Cub Scouting also provides opportunities for families to work and play together, and to get to know each other a little better.

For Scouts, Cub Scouting provides an opportunity to learn about themselves, develop a sense of confidence, personal worth, self-reliance and have fun.  Scouts learn different skills, go camping, and enjoy special events.

The Mission of Pack 405 is build around the keywords community, respect and nature. During the year we will organize many activities that focus on these key words. This will be a special year since we are planning to have Pack Camping trips and hikes besides all our other typical Cub Scout activities. 

This package answers questions about how scouting is organized and what is expected of scouts and parents of scouts.  It explains about dues and the activities planned for this year.  

So, to scouts and parents alike, 






WELCOME TO CUB SCOUTING









Sincerely,












Greg Piatt









Cubmaster, Pack 405

The Scouting Organization

Cub Scouting is organized around a group concept.  A group of scouts in the same grade form a “den”.  Collections of dens form a “pack”. Cub Scout Packs and Boy Scout Troops in a given geographic area form a “District”. A group of districts form a “Council”.  

The Pack at Sequoia Elementary is Pack 405. Pack 405 is part of the “Ironhorse District” which in it’s turn is part of the “Mt. Diablo Silverado Council”.  The Council headquarters are in the Ellinwood area, near Chevy’s restaurant. This is also where you find the Scout store where you can buy uniforms, handbooks and many other scouting attributes.

Cub Dens generally consist of 4-8 boys, of the same grade in school and they all work on the same rank in the Cub Scout program.  A first grader will start Cub Scouts as a Tiger; in second grade he will earn his Bobcat and Wolf ranks; third graders earn their Bear rank.  Fourth graders work on their Webelos rank and fifth graders will earn their Arrow of Light award and bridge over to the Boy Scouts. There are many awards and recognitions available for Cub Scouts at all levels.  

A Den can be run by one or two Den Leaders who will lead all the Den activities for a whole year or is run as a Coop Den where each parent takes a turn being the Den Leader for one or two months. Each Den Leader and parent will help the boys select and work through the requirements as described by the handbook of each level, and from additional materials readily available at the Council Store.

The Pack has a Pack Leadership with the following positions and in short the responsibilities

· CubMaster: The head of the Pack, leads the Pack Meeting; involves, motivates, organizes and leads the Cub Scouts, parents and Pack leaders.

· Assistant Cub Master (3): Help with organization and execution of pack activities, be ready to fill in for the Cubmaster, involves, motivates, organizes and leads the Cub Scouts, parents and Pack leaders.

· Committee Chair: Organize and chair the Leadership and Parent Planning meetings; be the contact with the District and Scouting organization. Manage the Pack Activities.

· Treasurer: Responsible for a financial plan, collect dues, keep up to date financial records, approve expenses, maintain a bank account in the pack’s name, and report on the Pack's financial conditions. 

· Secretary: Keep all members of the Pack informed of Pack and District activities; help new den leaders with resources. Maintain up-to-date information on membership, leadership. Maintain website.

· Awards Coordinator: Have knowledge of the ranks, advancements and other awards.  Help plan award and advancement ceremonies. Train parents and Cub Scouts in awards and advancement plans and proper use of uniform and insignia.

The Sequoia Parents Association sponsors Pack 405 and the Pack uses the school to hold its monthly pack meetings.  The Pack Leadership coordinates pack meetings.  They usually last one hour and this is the place where the boys are recognized for their achievements, and where dens can show off their talents through displays, skits, and den reports.  The whole family is encouraged to come to the pack meetings to join in the fun.

The Scouting Program

The Cub Scouting program at Sequoia Elementary is entirely organized by volunteers.  Even at the District level of Scouting, there is few paid staff.  Activities in the pack are coordinated by the Pack Leadership together with Cub Scout parents. One of the Pack Committee will attend a monthly Roundtable meeting sponsored by the District to share ideas between Packs and to give Pack Leaders program ideas and to coordinate District activities such as “Scouting for Food”, Scout Fairs, Training and conservation projects.

Scouting requires certain rules and guidelines be followed by all packs.  These include prohibitions against all forms of “hazing” and guidelines of conduct that must be followed by all scouting leaders and groups.  In addition, the Scouting program provides a structure of organization, learning, and recognition for scouts of the Pack.  The local District provides training for adult leaders and coordinates district activities common to all Cub Scout Packs and Boy Scout Troops.

Each Den is assigned two Activity Assignments, which are to be accomplished through whole Den involvement.  These are the activities the Pack participates in annually.  The assigned Den is responsible for coordinating these activities, from the planning process, calendaring the activity with the Pack, through reporting results to Pack Leadership and members.  Attendance at Roundtable and Pack Planning Meetings is a part of the process to share information and receive guidance.  Dens sign up for activities at the end of the school year for the year following. New Dens get assigned activities that are later in the year and are typically the easier events to organize. The Parent Planning and the Pack Leadership are there to help you organize a successfull event.

Responsibilities

Scouting’s success in developing a scout’s self-confidence, sense of worth and sense of duty to God and Country is dependent on YOU, the parent.  Your support of scouting demonstrates to your son your commitment to the ideals which scouting represents.

As a parent you are expected to:

· Help your son advance by reading his book with him, helping encourage him to complete his project(s) and by signing off and tracking his accomplishments in his book.

· Ensure your son attends Den meetings.  Attend Pack meetings with your son and family, and help remind your son to wear his uniform to all scouting activities.

· Help the pack by volunteering-Remember the SUCCESS of the pack depends on its volunteers. You and your son will get out of scouting ONLY what you put into it.

As a Cub Scout, you are expected to:

· Attend all den meetings and pack meetings.

· Always show respect for other scouts, scout leaders and the American Flag.

· To have fun and make scouting fun for the whole family.

· Keep your uniform in good condition; wear it proudly to all scouting activities and to school on Den meeting days.  To act according to high standards represented by the Cub Scout uniform.

Scouting Dues

Annual Pack dues are noted, and are intended to cover the cost of Boy’s Life Magazine, achievement awards, registration fees and defray costs of Pack activities, including Pinewood Derby, and Blue and Gold Dinner.  Individual Dens may have dues as per the agreement of Den parents.  Den dues should be decided upon at the organizational meetings of each Den.

For those parents holding a leadership position the Pack will pay the dues for the Adult.

The District requires all adult leaders to complete registration forms; pay the fee noted, and adhere to all standards set by the Boy Scouts of America.  

To register in Pack 405 for the 2002-2003 year, please make checks payable to “Pack 405” in the following amounts:

Tiger Scouts : 

$30.00

Cub Scouts: 

$40.00

Webelos-2nd year 
$20.00


Adult Leaders

$7.00

All boys are encouraged to earn the above amounts.  Financial assistance may be available.  Contact the Cubmaster.

Transportation

It is everyone’s responsibility to assist with transportation for activities.  All vehicles used in the Pack and Den outings must be covered by public liability and property damage liability insurance policy.  

All passengers and the driver must wear seat belts.  Remember-safety first.

Tour Permits

Prior to any outing where boys are to be transported by car, a Tour Permit must be completed and returned and approved by the Council Office.  Forms are available at the Council office.

Cub Scout Uniforms

The boys are expected to wear their uniforms to all scout activities unless mentioned otherwise. You can buy your uniform at the Scout Store which is located at the Council headquarters in the Ellinwood area, near Chevy’s restaurant. 

Caps are optional at our pack.
Contact Information

Cub Master 

Greg Piatt 

925/256-9250 

Assistant Cub Master
Jim Lubman 

925/938-5722 / jlubman@aol.com 

Assistant Cub Master
Christy Anderson 
925/685-0952 / 
davechristyandboys@comcast.net

Assistant Cub Master
Bill Elerding

925/827-9400 / elerding@comcast.net
Committee Chair
Jim Lucido

925/674-9864 / H301730@aol.com
Secretary

Ariane Habets 
925/937-5642 / pack405us@yahoo.com

Treasurer

Jeannie Smitheram 
925/938-2714 / Csmitheram@aol.com

Awards Coordinator
Maureen Marquez 
925/689-9722 / momarq@aol.com

Awards Coordinator
Flora Gomez

925/691-7444 / nicholas-andrew@msn.com
General email address/webmaster pack405us@yahoo.com

Information / newsletters

The Pack has a website where you can read the latest news and find lots of resources. 

The address is http://www.geocities.com/pack405us

Every month you will receive a newsletter with information about the Pack and upcoming activities.

Activities 

Attached you will find the Pack 405 Year Calendar. On there are many activities that we organize each year and are typical for the Scouting organization

Pinewood Derby: A race with wooden cars made by the boys. The boys will receive a kit and make a car out of it. In January the Pinewood Derby will determine the fastest car as well as the prettiest cat

Popcorn Sales: Out biggest fund raiser since the Pack gets to keep part of the proceeds. Since this year we have plans for a lot of fun trips the more money we can raise through this event the more we can do throughout the year.

Scouting for food: District Community event where the scouts collect food door to door that is donated to the local Food Bank.

Scout-O-Rama: Display of Scouting activities and skills. All scouts can participate or come see what the rest is showing.

World-Scouting: through a fun event collect money for scouts around the world

Earth Day: Scouts help out mother nature, typically the East Bay parks
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