[image: image5.wmf] 


BALITAAN

               A Publication of the Pilipino-American Association of Delaware
Spring/Summer 2003


[image: image6.png]



I met my first Filipino friend in Delaware just about a couple of months after I arrived in the United States.   We were both buying vegetables at a super market and after a quick glance at each other Estella Santa Maria started talking to me.  That was the start of a good friendship and while Estella and I lost touch after they left Delaware, I still think of her and the family.

Shortly after I met Estella, I met the rest of the Filipino families in the area during what seemed to be a weekly social gathering.  The group was a rather small one and everybody knew one another very well.   Recently my family was watching old slides that we have not seen for decades and came across some taken during a surprise baby shower for me.  That daughter of mine is now 31 years old.  This made me realize that I have known so many of my current friends for that long!   While I was not aware at that time, it must have given me a lot of comfort especially during those early years to have kept a strong bond with my kababayans.

I meet many Filipinos in public places who are relatively new to the area.  It has been my habit to introduce myself to them and invite them to be part of PAAD.  However, more often than not, they would graciously say that they are too busy to join or insinuate that PAAD is not very inclusive.  Depending on how our conversation went, I might or might not get their address and telephone number.  For whatever reason, some newcomers don’t seem to feel the need to be part of the Filipino community or at least to be part of PAAD.  Maybe it is easier now for new immigrants to adapt to the way of life here in the US such that they don’t feel the need to socialize with their kababayans.  Or maybe, they honestly believe that PAAD selects its members. The latter of course cannot be more wrong.

PAAD would want to welcome back those who have not been actively involved with the association and would love to know more newcomers to the area.  The officers have made plans for this year’s social activities that include the customary spring and Christmas dinner-dance as well as a summer picnics.  Depending on your family situation, some of you might not make it to the dinner-dance.  However, the picnics can be very enjoyable especially for the younger families with small children.  Please do come and if you are new to the place, come to know us and enjoy the day with us.  If you know of other Filipinos who will not be reading this newsletter, please ask them to come as well.  Who knows, you just might meet your future closest friends.

Important Announcements:

· Our summer picnic is on July 12.  Please read the announcement inside this issue to know more about it.  PAAD is supplying the lechon and sodas.

· The membership form is enclosed!

· PAAD’s web address: www.paadweb.com
· Christmas dinner-dance is on December 13 at the MBNA Golf and Tennis Club, Newark.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

I would like to thank all those who participated in the induction of the 2003-2004 officers during the annual Christmas Party.  My heartfelt thanks to Ms. Susan Ament who inducted the officers.

Your officers have been busy since the induction.  On December 29, your officers organized the year-end Filipino Mass at Holy Family Church in Newark.  Fr. Rene Mangahas of Chester Maryland officiated the mass and the Couples for Christ singers lead the Filipino songs.  After the mass, Fr. Michael Angeloni, parish pastor of Holy Family Church, cordially opened the reception hall for the potluck dinner that was well attended by Filipino families and their guests.  Entertainment and group singing were part of the evening festivities.

On January 1 PAAD entertained the residents of the Little Sisters of the Poor with songs, dances, and a Filipino dinner.  The  residents and I thank the Kids for Christ, SILAYAN, and PAYAD for the wonderful entertainment.  SILAYAN brought the New Orleans flavor in their music repertoire when they entertained the residents once again during the Mardi Gras night on March 3.

As president of the association, it is my intention to unify the Filipinos in Delaware.  In this trying times and uncertainty of world peace and order, it is important to be one in thought, words, and deeds.  We might come from different parts of the Philippines, from Apari to Jolo.  We may come from different walks of life, practice different professions, have diverse interest in our lives in the United States but we all must come together and represent ourselves as one - as Filipinos.  

Currently, there are about 350 Filipino families in Delaware.  By being one, we can represent ourselves with such diverse culture and be recognized in the future as a force in the Asian community in Delaware.  Sino pa ang magtutulungan kundi kapwa nating lahi.

As your president, I will do my very best to direct the mission of unification within the Filipino-American community in Delaware.  I request your utmost support and cooperation.

MEET THE PRESIDENT

Cesar Aniceto migrated to the United States in 1979.  He brought his wife Jane and their then 4-year old daughter Tara to Sta. Clara, California to join his parents who had migrated earlier.  Quickly soon after arriving, the family moved back to Manila when he landed a job as a Regional Development Representative of marketing for the Far East for ROLM, a US telephone company.  Life back home at that time was the most ideal with plenty of time for pleasure.  But work became so hectic for Cesar, having to deal with plenty of red tape in the worsening state of martial law in the Philippines.  In 1984 the family packed up once again to go back to the US, this time with another daughter Crystal.  On their arrival, both Cesar and Jane joined the corporate world in California, Cesar working with Executive Life Insurance Company and Jane joining a marketing firm.  In 1988, Jane had the opportunity to move on to a better job with the same company in Delaware and the family soon followed. While at ROLM, Cesar gained experience in computer applications and this experience plus a business degree from the University of the
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Philippines would prove to be his ticket to his subsequent positions and eventually his current job at MBNA as a vice president for portfolio conversions which is part of the Technology Sector of the company.  Cesar joined MBNA in 1997 after working for 9 years at PNC with the product support group for their systems department.  Jane is also currently employed at MBNA as an assistant vice president managing a Loyalty Marketing section.

Outside his work, Cesar enjoys reading.  He is also an avid collector of many things, among them are exotic scale model cars, Hess trucks and coins.  When he travels outside Delaware, he also makes sure that he brings home a shot glass from each state.  As a family, relaxing at the beach is what they enjoy most.

As many of you already know, Cesar is the business manager of the Silayan, a singing group comprised of PAAD members.  Jane, the singer in the family, was an undefeated 13-week champion in the “Tawag ng Tanghalan” back in the mid 70s, a much sought-after and prestigious title among the performing arts group in the whole country.  But in spite of her musical success she chose to marry her college sweetheart, start a family, and continue her career in the corporate sector.  

Cesar and Jane live in Newark with their younger daughter Crystal who just graduated from Wilmington College with a psychology major. Tara is a nursing graduate of the University of Delaware and is currently working at Christiana Hospital.
MEET THE 2002-2003 OFFICERS
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Ruben Rubio, VP for social affairs – Ruben joined PAAD in 1996 when he married Marita Fallorina, who was PAAD president in1999-2000.  Ruben worked for the United Nations in New York City until he retired last year.  Ruben is PAAD’s in-house line-dance instructor and our artistic adviser.
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Artemio (Teng) Espiritu- VP for cultural affairs – Teng is a native of Zamboanga who migrated to the US in 1984 with his wife, Willing.  They have 3 children, Justin (16), Astrid (9) and Melissa (8). He works at MBNA as an assistant manager for the deposits services.  Teng is one of our very versatile folk dancers and he is a key member of the Filipiniana dance and choir group.
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Marilyn Vallejo – VP for cultural affairs.  Marilyn is a 5th-grade school teacher at Saint Ann’s Elementary School.  She and Yli, both from Quezon City, moved to Delaware in 1982 and has been PAAD members since.  They are both members of the Silayan singers with Yli being the band leader as well.  They have 2 children, Vicky, a graduate student at Rosemont College and Alex, a student at West Chester University.  Like his parents, Alex likes to make music and is a member of 2 bands.
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Rosie Elazegui – Correspondence secretary.  Rosie and her husband Eddie moved to Delaware from Michigan upon their retirement from their medical practice in 2001 to join her brother Cesar Aniceto.  Rosie and Eddie have 2 grown children living in New York City, Kristina, a research director for fashion marketing and Kate,  the art director for Working Mothers magazine. 
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Merle Smith – Recording secretary.  Merle is a biochemist for Dade Bering.  She and her husband Karl moved to Delaware in 1998 after living in Florida for many years.   Merle has been an active member and an officer of PAAD since.  They have 2 grown children, Monica, a surgery resident in George Washington University Medical Center in Washinton,D.C. and Marcia, a sports columnist for Orange County Register.
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Esther Ringoën-Kelly –Membership secretary.  Esther is a retired nurse and has been an active member of PAAD since its inception.  She has served PAAD as an officer in different capacities.  She is married to Robert Kelly, a native of Aruba.  Esther has 2 grown sons, Sigmond, a chiropractor living in Florida and Erik, a CPA in Philadelphia.
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Lito De Tagle– Treasurer.  Lito, a native of Metro Manila, came to Delaware in 1990. He and Coralyn have been members of PAAD since.  They are both members of the Silayan Singers.  They have 4 children, Scott, a pharmaceutical rep, Kathleen, a University of Delaware student , Joseph who is in high school and Luis(12). (They also call their children, in chronological order: Scotch, Soda, Rock and Chaser.)
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Gus Alba – Public Relations Officer.   Gus is a native of Dumaguete.  He and Chil came to Delaware in 1988 and they now have 2 children, Justine(14) and Mathew(6).  Gus is a computer programmer consultant and he plays the bass guitar for the Silayan.  
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Erik Ringoen  - Internal Auditor. Erik is the younger son of Esther Ringoën-Kelly.  He is a graduate of the University of Delaware and is a CPA for a Forensic Litigation consulting firm in Philadelphia.  He is part owner of a local accounting office who helps taxpayers with their tax returns.
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Linda Graham- Newsletter editor -  Linda and Bill moved from Laguna to Delaware in 1971 at the end of Bill’s Peace Corp assignment in the Philippines.  Linda has been working for the University of Delaware since.  They have 2 grown children, Dionne who is in Harvard graduate school and Donna who works for The Hill boarding school in Pottstown, PA.
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Domingo Singson – Executive director-  Danny and Malou came to Delaware in 1990. Danny has his own internal medicine and GYN practice in Wilmington.  They have 3 children, Ryan, a student in Ursinus University, Joy, a recent high school graduate and Papol, a high school senior in the fall.  Danny was PAAD’s president in 1997-98.
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Joe Manalo- Executive director.  Joe is a native of Cagayan.  He and Grace came to Delaware in 1970 and 2 years later he established a medical family practice in Wilmington.  They have 3 grown sons who are all living in the area.  Joe was PAAD president in 1979-80.
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Perla Tabangin – Sunshine committee chairperson – Perla and Jun came to Delaware in 1972.  They are natives of Baguio City.  Perla is a dietician with the Christiana Care Hospital.  They have 2 grown children, Peachy, a social worker in Wilmington and Meredith , a student in Virginia.
Patty Delos Santos – Fund raising committee chairperson – Patty is a native of Baguio City. She came to Delaware in 1978 and joined PAAD shortly after.  She currently works for the Hercules Company.   Patty was PAAD’s president in 2001-02. She has 2 grown children, Carlos from West Chester, and Barbara from Wisconsin.
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Grace Manalo – Sports activities committee chairperson –  It was during Joe’s tenure as president when the sports activities came to being.  Since then, Grace has been involved in the sports activities planning. She has done a very good job in the past and PAAD is thankful that she is willing to continue to serve. 
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Mike Labrague – Choir chairperson – Mike is a native of Antique.  He and his wife Leonor came to Delaware in 1981. Mike is a doctor in the Department of Surgery at Saint Francis Hospital.  They have a daughter, Michelle, who works in an art galley in New York City.  Mike is the soloist for the PAAD choir.

ADOPT-A-FAMILY

PAAD made a difference to 6 families in Delaware.  Thanks to all those who made this happen.  The Adopt-a-Family program ran by the Delaware Department of Health and Human Services has a roster of the most needy families in the state.  During Christmas the program depends on other Delaware residents or organizations to provide financial help to these needy families so that they can celebrate their Christmas in a merry way.  Last Christmas, PAAD had the opportunity to help 6 families which is 3 more than was previously planned.  Gift certificates to stores like Value City and local supermarkets were purchased and were given to the families through the program.  Each family received gift certificates amounting to $250 to $350, which was the predetermined family need.  The brief description of the families and their living situation clearly indicated that they were very deserving of financial assistance.  We should all be proud and happy that our group was able to help them.

Individual contributions ranged from $5.00 to $100.00 with a total of $1,500 collected.  The remaining funds will go to the 2003 funds as we plan to participate in the program again this year.  We are hoping that we will be able to duplicate, if not exceed, the extent of help that we were able to give last year.  Note that all contributions of this sort are tax deductible.  PAAD will start soliciting contributions earlier this year so expect the announcement or a call.

PAAD thanks the following individuals who contributed to this good cause:

Abad, Pruding & Nene

Ament, Al and Susan

Ang, Nestor & Vicky

Aniceto, Cesar & Jane

De Tagle, Lito & Coralyn

De Votta, Manny & Babes

Delos Santos, Patty

Eilberg,Seth &  Donna (Graham)

Elazegui, Eddie & Rosie

Francisco, Pal & Tess

Gabriel, Tim & Telly

Gopez, Milo & Marisol

Graham, Bill & Linda

Kelly, Robert & Esther

Kendle, Tom & Lori

Manalo, Joe & Grace

Manubay, Nap & Carmelita

Manubay, Sancho & Gloria

Nicolas, Ed & Marilyn

Nye, Aida & Bob

Ocampo, Dennis & Lori

Parker, John

Permut, Marylene & Steve

Price, Scott

Quiroz, Zeny & Art

Ressurreccion, Floro & Nilda

Rubio, Ruben & Marita

alameda, Noli & Lita

Singson, Danny & Malou

Smith, Karl & Merle

Tabangin, Jun & Perla

Tibayan, Manny & Letty

Umali, Ike & Remy

Vallejo, Yli & Marilyn

Vergara, Felix & Virgie

PAAD’S Annual Christmas Dinner-Dance

PAAD’s last Christmas party, held on December 13 at the Wilmington Country Club was once again a very enjoyable affair.  With the Christmas spirit, good food, good music and good entertainment, it was a great success.

 Highlights of the evening was the induction of the incoming officers by our very own Susan Ament, ESQ, and several superb performances by many members.  Robby and Angie Diaz started the show with the Latin version of Tango, perfectly choreographed, they indeed looked like professionals.  Another Latin-American dance number that would want to make you dance, La Cumbia, was performed by Jane Aniceto, Coralyn DeTagle, Marita Fallorina-Rubio, Zeny Quiroz, and Stella Trader.  The Silayan singers, Yli and Marilyn Vallejo, Lito and Coralyn DeTagle, Gus Alba and Jane Aniceto, captured the audience with two lovely acapella songs.  The entertainment was concluded by the PAYAD dancers led by Crystal Aniceto and Nikki Bernardo.  The young group danced to the waltz and latin music, and to the 70’s and the Girls/Boys Hip Hop music.  Their long hours of rehearsal indeed paid off!

Robert Kelly and Rose Tibayan, the masters of ceremony for the event, were most entertaining throughout the evening.

YEAR END FILIPINO MASS

By Perla Tabangin

The annual Filipino Mass was held on December 29, 2002 at Holy Family Church in Newark.    The officiating priest was Fr. Rene Mangahas.  The Couples for Christ singers led the community Filipino singing during the Mass.  

After the Mass, a pot-luck dinner was held at the Holy Family Reception Hall.   A small program was held with Cesar Aniceto providing the welcome speech.  The invocation was led by Mike Alivio of Couples for Christ.  The Kids for Christ took everyone by surprised and they were well applauded by the audience.  The Green Pastures Ministry rendered a couple of songs that inspired the Filipino community.  

Vice President Teng Espiritu led the community singing with the 12 days of Christmas song.  The reception hall was filled with Filipino families and their children.  Candies were given to the children.

Our special appreciation goes to Fr. Michael Angeloni for providing us church facilities for the Mass and the reception dinner.   Look forward for another Filipino Mass by year end.

THE FEATURE SECTION 

Starting with this issue, we will be featuring the young members of our association who have done or are doing something out of the ordinary. I thought it is high time that we start to know the future leaders of PAAD.  I chose the first one to feature because I personally know her and know what she is like.  I will be more than happy to receive suggestions from any member for our future Feature Section.

Nicole McHugh is the first of hopefully the many that we would like to present to the Filipino Community.  Read on and you will know why. 

Nicole, daughter of Bob and Gigie and an older sister to Christian, is a typical 14 year-old teenager.  She likes to hang out with friends and do what teenagers do.  She just finished her freshman year in Newark High School where she has always been an A student.  Like many, she participates in the school sports like lacrosse and is involve with musical activities in the school.  Her musical talents, however, sets her apart from many.  She plays the violin for the Newark High School chamber orchestra and is the piano accompanist for the high school ensemble.  She also sings with the school’s choral group and this year she was chosen to be a member of the All State Choral Group of Delaware.
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She has been interested in dancing at a very young age and has taken dancing lessons since she was six.  It was then that she fell in love with Irish dancing and she has been dancing since.  Nicole had participated in numerous local Irish dancing competitions and moved on to the regional competitions.  Winning the regional competitions had brought her to the national ones across the USA and as far as Nova Scotia, Canada.

Nicole just loves to dance and will do so on occasions if asked.  She performs for nursing home residents in the area during holidays as part of the Filipiniana program.  She also belongs to the Filipiniana church choir.  

I asked her Mom what makes Nicole very special.  She did not talk about her talents and trophies.  In fact Nicole is embarrassed to be set apart because of her talents.  Rather, Gigie described her as a very good girl who is respectful to the elders but, foremost, she is a very responsible young adult. 

THE MAKING OF THE SILAYAN

By Jane Aniceto

SILAYAN was originally formed after 2 former high school classmates, Yli Vallejo and Lito De Tagle, met by chance at the Holy Family Church in November 1996. Yli, now Silayan's bandleader, plays guitar with the Holy Family's Folk Mass group. One Saturday afternoon in February 1997, these two classmates and their wives, Marilyn and Coralyn, met at my house.  (I was an old college acquaintance of Coralyn.)  We were joined also by Coralyn's cousin in-law, Eddie Bernardo, who brought his guitar. I also invited Lucy Bonman to that afternoon get-together of music and fellowship. Later that day, the band was officially formed with its original 7 members. 

Silayan sings mostly at private functions hosted in homes of Filipino families in order to raise funds for our December Annual Charity Benefit.   When we started the annual charity in 1997, the beneficiaries were the Filipino seamen who were docked at the Port of Wilmington during the Christmas holidays. But since three years ago, we shifted our beneficiary to Hope House, a local temporary shelter for single, battered women and their children. Located in the heart of the city of Wilmington, this facility is run by Franciscan priests of the Catholic Ministry of Caring. During the Christmas holidays Silayan brings sumptuous food, personal gifts, music and cheers to these indigent families. Most often these events were the first real Christmas that these women and their children would experience. The charity work has been the driving force and passion of the band's performances to this very date. 

In 1999 the group had accumulated a repertoire of songs that is enough for a 2-hour show.  Realizing this, the band decided to produce a CD demo to use for auditioning at the Newark Borders Book store. That year, Borders asked Silayan to perform two times at their store. In 2000 Gus Alba, who plays bass guitar, and Jomar Ugarte, who plays the drums joined the group. Occasionally, a violinist, Michelle Peters, would perform with the band.  That year, Silayan performed at other Borders stores in Wilmington and Pennsylvania. By the end of 2000, through the numerous band performances in Borders and private functions, Silayan had developed a good audience following. 

In 2002 the band decided to push the envelope and record its first private labeled CD album, entitled "Songs from Younger Years".  It is a collection of 14 cover songs that were originally arranged by the band. Silayan launched the sale of the CD during the holiday performance at the Newark Borders.  Part of the proceeds continues to support the Hope House Annual Charity. 

Lucy Bonman left the group in June of 2002 to relocate with her family to Idaho. This year, we are very pleased to have Mira Ongtawco join Silayan to provide additional female vocals to the band. Mira is an experienced vocal band singer in the Philippines.

The band's repertoire has grown even more since its inception. The selections comprise a variety of songs from the 50's through the present that anyone of all ages will enjoy. These include, among others, standard ballads (If I Loved You, All the Things You Are), Motown and songs from the 60's (Midnight Train to Georgia, California Dreaming), Broadway tunes (Selections from the King and I), Country (Hooked on a Feeling, Looking for Love), Reggae (One Love, Jambalaya), Jazz (Boy from New York City, Blue Skies), Pilipino tunes (Silayan, Rosas Pandan, Sa Libis ng Nayon), and English and Pilipino Christmas songs.

To sample our music and acquire your own personal copy of “Songs from Younger Years”, please contact me at (302) 286-6357.   

If you are hosting a party and would want to bring live entertainment to your guests, we will be happy to bring fun-filled music and dancing to your event. For Silayan bookings, please contact Yli Vallejo at (302) 737-5233 or Gus Alba at (302) 836-1495. 

2003 SPRING DINNER-DANCE

Over 200 PAAD members and guests attended the May 3 spring dinner-dance at the Hockessin Memorial Hall.  The affair was an evening of good dancing, good lechon, and good program and speeches.  General Benjamin Defensor , the recently retired Chief of Staff to President Gloria Arroyo, was the guest speaker who happened to be a good entertainer as well. PAYAD did a superb display of Filipino folk dances choreographed to some jazzy tunes by Crystal Aniceto and Nikki Bernardo.  It is truly amazing how much talent can be tapped from the younger generation. Their willingness to spend many hours to practice dance numbers to entertain the group is much appreciated and admired.  Keep up the good work!

Another highlight of the evening is the tribute to past PAAD presidents.  Before Cesar’s tenure, there have been 17 presidents since PAAD’s inception in 1969.  Only one among them had relocated to California. To make the most of the occasion, and as per Ruben Rubio’s suggestion, each one of them was requested to bring their spouses and display our native evening wear.  It was a delight to see those beautiful Filipino attire and to hear a little bit about each one of them as they were introduced.  Here are the past presidents in chronological order of their tenure:

George Sayo, 1969-1970

Ellis Kendle, 1971

Angel Santa Maria, 1972

Alex Balan, 1973

Joe Gueco, 1974

Camilo Gopez, 1975-1976

Eva Godsell, 1977-78

Joe Manalo, 1979-80

Felix Vergara, 1981-84

Tom Kendle, 1985-86

Remegio Tabangin, 1987-88

Tim Gabriel, 1989-1990

Virgie Vergara, 1991-1994

Ed Nicolas, 1995-1996

Domingo Singson, 1997-1998

Marita Fallorina-Rubio, 1999-2000

Patty delos Santos, 2001-2002

Angel Santa Maria and his family left Delaware in the late 70’s but other than Angel all the others still reside in Delaware or somewhere close by.  While Ed Nicolas has moved to Pennsylvania, the 1 hour drive never stopped him and Marilyn to continue being active members of PAAD. 
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Many were very delighted to see George Sayo (above), the first PAAD president.  George has been living a quiet retired life with his wife Peggy right here in Wilmington.  PAAD is indeed very happy that he finally joined old friends even for an evening and we hope that he continues to join the group once in a while.  

Thanks to everyone who made the occasion a big success especially all the past presidents who made it to the affair.  Thanks to Telly Gabriel and Yli Vallejo for an excellent job as masters of ceremony and to Gus Alba for his technical and artistic expertise on the slide presentations all throughout the evening.  Last but not least, thanks to Linda Señeres for making  the beautiful flower arrangements!

ROSE TIBAYAN PUBLISHES BOOK
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If you are an aspiring television journalist and need help in getting a job, you can now refer to résumétapebook, a most comprehensive job-hunting handbook for TV journalists.  Rose Tibayan, formerly a news reporter for Philly’s Action News, summarized in her book advice on cover letters and résumés from 200 news directors across the country.  She describes the current markets and the pros and cons of working in each one.  She also presented the on-the-job-experience that reporters and anchors shared with her as well as their experience dealing with agents.  The 800-page book will be released on September 1, 2003 for $34.95.  Read more about the book in www.resumetapebook.com .

Incidentally, Rose Tibayan, daughter of Letty and Manny Tibayan, is engaged to Justino Don Villar.  Don is a writer/producer at WLS-TV, the ABC owned-and-operated station in Chicago.  They plan to live in Chicago after their June 2004 wedding. 

FHAM CELEBRATES FILIPINO DAY

The Filipino Heritage and Arts Museum had its 8th annual Filipino Day on May 4, 2003 at the George Read Elementary School.  FHAM presented a program to show  a “Glimpse of Filipino culture through music and dance”.  Both local members and  the Mutya dancers from Philadelphia presented dance numbers.  There were songs by the Silayan and a fashion show.  The program was followed by a dinner.  We would like to congratulate FHAM for a very nice presentation.  We encourage all Filipinos and friends to attend the next Filipino Day in the spring.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PAAD sends it prayers and wishes for the continued recovery to the following members:

Eddie Elazegui

Nena Kisco

Max Icasiano

Bob Nye

Join us in prayers that Michelle Icasiano, daughter of Max and Naty Icasiano, returns home safely from her assignment in Kuwait.  Michelle, a major in the US Army and an oral surgeon, has joined the armed forces in Kuwait since March.

The Holy Family Church elected Marilyn Vallejo to its Pastoral Council for a 3-year term.  The council acts as an advisory group to the pastor.  Congratulations Marilyn!

Weddings and engagements
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Congratulations to the newly weds Melodie Icasiano and Al Beekly.  The couple were married in Wilmington in March.  Melodie is the daughter of Max and Naty Icasiano.  They will both be establishing their medical practices in Seattle, WA starting July.

Congratulations to Victoria Vallejo on her engagement to Brian Mandes.  Victoria, daughter of Yli and Marilyn Vallejo, is a graduate student in Rosemont College in Pennsylvania.  Brian is from Havertown, PA and works for Infocore.  They plan to wed in fall 2004.

Congratulations to this fall’s new college freshmen!

Joy Singson, daughter of Danny and Malou Singson, will be attending Marymount College in Manhattan.

Joelle Gabriel, daughter of Tim and Telly Gabriel, will be attending The American University in Washington, D.C.

Congratulations to Justin Alba, daughter of Gus and Chil Alba, on her high school graduation.  Justin will be attending Christiana High School.

Congratulations to the new parents and grand parents!

Samantha Uy, born May 12, 2003 to Alex and Michelle Uy of Belair Maryland.  Alex is the youngest son of Yoly Goyena-Uy.

Nina Shaik, born to Trelly and Saeed Shaik on November 12, 2002.  Nina is the fourth grandchild of Felix and Virgie Vergara.

Twins Samuel and Mary Frances Keffer were born to Norlisa and Gordon in May.  Norlisa is the daughter of Norma and Rod Abrenica.

Jane Trinidad Icasiano was born to Mark and Mary Icasiano on April 30.  Jane is the 5th grandchild of Naty and Max Icasiano.

Frozen Filipino seafood and prepared meats.

(Free delivery for minimum order of $50)

To order, call Adelle Salvador (302) 652-1691


PAAD HOSTS FILIPINO STUDENTS 

A group of 15 female students from Miriam College (the old Maryknoll College in Manila) came to the University of Delaware for a 2-week course on  Global Business and Entrepreneurship.   The group arrived on April 12.  PAAD was asked to help entertain the students at certain times of their stay on campus.  The following people graciously agreed to do so:  Perla and Jun Tabangin, Merle Smith, Cesar Aniceto, Daisy Simpao, Robert Kelly, and Linda and Bill Graham.  The group very much appreciated the shopping trips and meal time that we spent with them.  This is the second time that PAAD members have done this for the foreign students at UOD.  If you are interested in helping host future students please let Cesar Aniceto or Linda Graham know.

Blue Willow Floral Designs

Specializes in floral arrangements for weddings and special occasions.  Call Linda Señeres (302) 323-1968 for appointments.
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