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From the desk of the Grand Knight
The rapid passage of time always amazes

me. It seems as though Christmas was
here just a short while ago and here it is
again. As we enter this most joyous time
of year I am compelled to remind all my
Brother Knights (not that they need re-
minding) of two very important things.
First and most important is the reason for
the season. While the giving and receiv-
ing of presents is part of the festivities and
parties and gatherings of friends and fam-
ily are tremendous fun we are celebrating
the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. As we
rush to complete shopping lists and make
last minute preparations for social events,
please remember that the streets of Beth-
lehem were cold and dark more than two-
thousand years ago when the inns were full.
The stable was the only available space and
a manger was the first crib of Our Lord.

Now I am not advocating sack-cloth and
ashes. This is after all the main birthday
celebration of our faith. I am advocating
daily quiet contemplation during this sea-
son of Advent. Santa Claus, reindeer and
twinkling lights have very little to do with
the birth of Christ. Secondly, please exer-
cise caution and care when traveling. The
time between Thanksgiving and New Years
is usually the busiest time of year for travel.
With more people on the road things can
get more hectic and more dangerous. If you
are planning a trip leave yourself plenty
of time to get to your destination so that
you need not hurry (and so that any unex-
pected delays will not be as aggravating).
Make certain you are well rested before set-
ting out (tired and sleepy drivers account
for most traffic accidents). If you are at-
tending any functions where you will be
enjoying adult beverages please have a des-
ignated driver or make arrangements for a
taxi or other means of getting home after-
wards. Finally, I would like to congratulate
Coach David Cuttcliffe, his entire coaching
staff and all the Ole Miss football team for
the truly outstanding season they have had
this year. It has been a great season and I
am looking forward to the Cotton Bowl on
January 2, 2004.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

Vivat Jesus: Mike M.
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Knight of the Month

Mark Shows

Family of the Month

Mike and Gillian Mitchell

Birthdays for December

Happy birthday to those brother Knights born in
December. We’ll include both December and Jan-
uary birthdays in the next newsletter.

Rosary every Sunday at 8:00 a.m.

From Your Membership Director

Christmas is almost upon us and it wont
be long until we will all be extending the
blessings of the Christmas season to our
friends and family. Gifts will be exchanged
between you and many of your friends and
family. Each gift handpicked to share your
friendship and love for each other.

Consider a gift of the Knights of Columbus
to a fellow parishioner at St. Johns. The
perfect Christmas gift would be to Ask a
man to become a Knight before Christmas.
This is a great theme for any council to
bring in new members before Christmas.

As we approach the Christmas Season we
also come to the end of the first six months
of our Fraternal Year. Our membership
goal of six new Knights is at three. So our
Knight before Christmas fits perfectly into
our Membership Drive. Please do your best
to give the gift of the Knights of Columbus

2



this Christmas season.

As we do every month, a First Degree is
planned for our next monthly meeting, on
Thursday, December 11th at 7:00 pm at
St. Johns Parish Center. Come join your
Brother Knights that evening. This is the
perfect chance to have your new “Knight
before Christmas” join our Order.

To you and yours, a personal “Merry
Christmas!”

Vivat Jesus: Bob Hudson
Membership Director

Important Dates

December 13 Church Holiday Party 7 - 9 pm

(babysitting at church 6:30 pm - 9 pm)

January 3 Corporate Communion 5 pm Mass

January 3 Council Christmas Party following

Mass

2003/2004 Officers

Grand Knight Michael F. Mitchell
Financial Secretary Dr Joseph L. Supple
Deputy Grand Knight Mark A. Shows
Chancellor Jacob J Eftink
Treasurer Dennis H Ott
Advocate Jeffrey N. Hooper
Warden Michael J Chatelain
Trustee For 1 Year Duane L Andrews
Trustee For 2 Years Paul V Patak
Trustee For 3 Years Walter N Turnbull
Inside Guard Thomas W. Taylor
Outside Guard John C. Minor
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Good News

I came across the following article in a re-
cent bulletin I picked up at St Louis in
Memphis and thought I would pass it on.

“Many of us regularly encounter beggars
only through the mail. I’m thinking of the
many solicitations for financial support we
receive during this time of the year. I used
to just toss those letters in the garbage.
But a few years ago something got me to
thinking. Maybe it was witnessing the ef-
fort required to send a mass mailing to our
parishioners or maybe, because I write a
lot, I know how much effort it takes to
put words on paper. Whatever it was,
our family started doing something differ-
ent. Throughout the weeks of Advent, we
save every beggar letter. Then on Sunday
evenings, after the family dinner with the
Advent wreath candles still lit, we open
those letters. Our family members read
the letters aloud while I prepare the en-
velopes and my husband writes checks to
each one. Usually they are only for $5
each, sometimes $10 or $20 for an effort
we want to support in a special way. At
first, I didn’t know how the “kids” would
greet this new practice. But at the end
of one Sunday evening our teenager said
“That was fun!” and I could tell there was
within him a sense of satisfaction. Chil-

dren are beset by the worlds problems and
feel powerless to do anything about them.
They need their adults to show that they
care and to take the lead in making some
kind of response , no matter how appar-
ently insignificant. Our small donations are
but drops in the bucket, but at least for a
moment we don’t ignore the human suffer-
ing that is persented to us. It’s worth a few
dollars and a little time, rather than simply
stepping over the beggar on the sidewalk–
or the one in the mailbox.”

Vivat Jesus: Jeff Hooper

Church Committee Report

This is my favorite time of year. Ive always
looked forward to the crisp, cool weather, a
little relief from the yard work, and several
holidays away from the job. But as the
years pass, I find my appreciation shifting
more and more to the religious and family
facets of this special season.

Following is an article, Advent: A Time to
Wait, A Time to Prepare, I found on the
Internet. The author does a nice job telling
us why this is such a special season for peo-
ple of faith. I hope you find it as moving
as I did.

This is also a season for family and friends.
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In the spirit of family and fraternity, our
Council has scheduled a Corporate Com-
munion at the 5:00 pm Mass on Saturday,
January 3, 2004. A holiday gathering and
dinner at Azalea Gardens will follow. All
brother Knights are encouraged to attend
and bring your spouse or significant other.
I will be contacting Knights to volunteer to
serve in the various ministries for the Mass.
Anyone interested in serving may e-mail me
at Panlener@Bellsouth.net.

Advent: A Time to Wait, A Time to Pre-
pare As we begin the season of Advent lead-
ing to Christmas, so comes the hustle and
bustle of this annual holiday season. It’s
easy to get wrapped up in the craziness of
this most wonderful time of the year and
lose sight of what is really important - and
what this season is all about. Jesus. We
wait in joyful hope for the coming of our
Lord, Jesus Christ. Advent, which marks
the beginning of our church year, is a time
for this waiting - waiting and watching.
Anticipating new birth. New Life. Not just
that of celebrating the birth of our Sav-
ior, but also new life within ourselves. A
time to reflect on our life of present and
listen to any call God might be sending us
- perhaps a call to make a change in our
daily lives; perhaps a yearning to walk more
closely with our Lord - to deepen our own
relationship with Him or with those around

us, or even with Him through those around
us. Last year the first Sunday of Advent’s
Gospel reading (Mark 13:33-37) taught us
that we are to always be ready, and to be on
watch for when Jesus returns. Advent is a
time to reflect on our own personal state of
affairs, so to speak - are we truly ready?
If Jesus came back today, would you be
ready?

Author: Melissa Knoblett-Aman,
www.BellaOnline.com

Vivat Jesus: Bill Panlener

Editorial Corner

Please check out the website,
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/StJohns KOC.
We’ll be using this yahoo group to send
out communications and emails.

Vivat Jesus: James Reid

The Fourth Degree Meets the third Thurs-
day of every month at 7 pm
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Call List Michael F Mitchell Gillian 236-7074 mmitch56@bellsouth.net
Mark A Shows Debbie 236-5619 mshows@olemiss.edu
Rev Joseph Dyer 234-1940 stjohns@watervalley.net

Church  Bill Panlener Anita 234-8090 panlener@bellsouth.net
Joseph L Supple Sr Peggy 236-3636 supplej@bellsouth.net
Steven Jubera Holly 236-6518 spjubera@olemiss.edu
Graham G Heleniak Tammy 236-5705
Kenneth J Boyer Kay 513-3237 kboyer@watervalley.net+F8
Jeya K Suppiah 801-7776
Jacob J Eftink 232-8703 jeftink@olemiss.edu
Duane L Andrews Sharon 236-5339 dandlion2000@aol.com
Thomas J Hughes 234-6303
Dr Theodore J Klingen Maura 234-1733 gstjk@olemiss.edu
James P McCauley 234-1552
Garner H Devoe Fran 234-1747
Benny M Duncan 234-7280

Community Michael J Chatelain Dianne 234-5044 michael_chatelain@hotmail.com
Joseph L Supple Jr 281-0558
Michael Perry Kim 513-0308 mperry73@hotmail.com
Ted L Smith Jennifer 281-0202 tedsmith@tedsmith.com
George J Davis Alice 234-1275 13gdavis@bellsouth.net
Larry T Agostinelli 236-4414
David A DiCarlo Laura 238-2944 davidadicarlo@yahoo.com
George Kehoe Debra 236-4201 cedarpond@earthlink.net
Dr Carl E Lindgren 563-7554 lindgren@panola.com
Hubert E Spears Rose 236-2555 hspears@dixie-net.com
Stan P Sandroni Glenda 234-0457
James F Piotrowski Lois 236-3887

Council Jeffrey N Hooper Heather 513-3297 Jeffrey.Hooper@cardinal.com
Greg Jetton Leslie 236-2993 gjetton@bus.olemiss.edu
Pascual Cruz Jr Nina 487-1374 pascualcruz13@hotmail.com
Ronald J Rychlak Claire 234-1138 rrychlak@olemiss.edu
David A Stengel Catherine 563-1814 cissiecasey@watervalley.net
Robert L Hudson Rosann 234-5432 hudsonbob@bellsouth.net
Dr Raymond R Stasiak Helen 236-1848
Robert A Grant Deborah 236-4037 ragrant@dixie-net.com
Jason M Wiltz 513-5607 cake_and_ice_cream@hotmail.com
Woodrow F Cowart Lisa 236-1647
Thomas C Levidiotis Erin 234-4852 honesttom@watervalley.net
Michael V Namorato Karen 236-7817 hsmvn@olemiss.edu

Family William R Reynolds Jan 234-6449 bill_rey@yahoo.com
Walter N Turnbull Jo Ann 236-3461 ranger1@tsixroads.com
Gregory C White 281-1529 gregrageous@startrek.net .
Paul V Cassisa Jr Jane 236-4344 cassisa@dixie-net.com
Lynn H Mead Beth 236-3090
Dennis H Ott Carrie 234-6563 cott@watervalley.net
Chris L Mullen Alison 234-8101 cvchris@olemiss.edu
Michael T Queyja Mary 234-4334
Dr. John Caron 234-0366
Charles A Rocconi Sally 236-1975
Timothy L Walsh 236-4912 tim@alumni.alum.olemiss.edu

Youth James Reid Bonnie 234-8332 mmreid@olemiss.edu
Committee Thomas W Taylor 801-1429 twtaylor@olemiss.edu

Peter C Sukanek Kathy 236-6971 cmpcs@olemiss.edu
Stephen M Bertucci smber2c@yahoo.com
Jeffrey S Hallam Renee 513-4455 jhallam@olemiss.edu
John C Minor 236-2987
Joseph A Tull Mikki 234-5454 joe.tull@us.army.mil
Noel E Wilkin Suzanne 236-6252 nwilkin@olemiss.edu
John J Gordon Dorothy 234-3270
Jerry W Kahler Cynthia 236-7173 jkahler@olemiss.edu
Don L Fruge Mary Ann 234-6357
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