Pen Power

· Things to ask for:
· Higher protection for endangered owls

· A strong Endangered Species Act to protect plants and animals from extinction

· This act should include preserving the habitat (not just nests or dens) of endangered plants and animals

· Speed up the implementation of Recovery Plans to help species at risk of extinction

· Let science, not politics, determine how species are listed and how they are dealt with 

· Protection for key areas that you have visited or learned about
· Alert local decision-makers to the importance of preserving habitat, and 
· take advantage of the opportunity to involve students in local land use issues

Keep the following tips in mind as you write your letter:
· State your purpose for writing

· Make a very specific request

· Tell them about what you’ve been studying, mention any outdoor field trips, and state how you feel about the issue

· If you have made any commitments to lessen your environmental impact, consider mentioning them

· Check to make sure that you’re sending the letter to the right person.  Visit www.vsmp.org for a list of environmental decision-makers.  

· If possible type your letter, using a business letter format-however a neatly handwritten letter can be just as effective

· Be honest; include only necessary and truthful facts

· Be concise, brief, and organized.  It would be nice if your letter fits onto one page

· Be courteous; there is no harm in being polite

· Ask for a reply

· Check your letter before sending it; edit, revise, check for spelling and grammar

· Make three copies, one for the facilitator, one to send to the decision-maker, and one for your own records

BACK TO ACTIVITIES
ACTION!





As someone once said, “The pen is mightier than the sword.”  A requirement of our Save the Owls campaign is that you write a letter that expresses how you feel about nature and particular environmental issues, such as endangered owl species, to a decision-maker.  The choice who to send the letter to is up to you.  There are two kinds of letters to help endangered owls:  letters requesting action to help endangered owls; and letters requesting action to protect ecosystems that have not yet been developed and that still provide habitat for plants and animals, especially owls. 











