An Owl Legend
Why Rabbits and Owls Look the Way they Do

Adapted from How We Saw the World by C.J. Taylor (Tundra Books, 1993)
Long ago the Great Creator was making the forest animals.  Each animal told him how it wanted to look and what it would do that would be special.  The Great Creator listened carefully to each animal.  When it was Rabbit’s turn, he said, “I want the longest ears and the best hop in all the world.”

The Great Creator began to form Rabbit.  He made his ears long and soft.  He made his back legs long and strong.  Then, just as he was starting to work on Rabbit’s front legs, he was rudely interrupted by Owl.  Owl was waiting in line.

“I want to tell you how I want to look,” Owl said.  

The Great Creator told Owl, “Please be patient and wait your turn.”  

But Owl kept right on talking.  “I want the best of everything!  I want the most colorful feathers, the longest neck, the smallest eyes, and a song that will make the other birds wish they could sing like me.”
The Great Creator became annoyed.  “I told you to wait your turn!  It takes time to make every animal and bird special.  Now stay in line.  I will call you when I am ready.”

“Who-o-o me?” asked Owl.  “No-o-o.  I’m staying right here.”

“You will not!” shouted the Great Creator.  He was so upset that he dropped Rabbit and grabbed Owl.

“Mr. Owl, you said you want colorful feathers?  Yours will be gray and brown.”  He rubbed Owl’s feathers with mud.  “You want a long neck?  You will not have a neck.”  He pushed Owl’s head down into his body.  “You want small eyes?  You will have big eyes that only see well at night.  You want to sing the prettiest songs?  You will hoot the rest of your days.”

Then the Great Creator turned back to work on Rabbit, but Rabbit had been so frightened when he was dropped by the Great Creator that he had run off to hide.  Rabbit has never forgotten his fright and is still shy to this day.
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