Regents Earth Science - Chapter 16


Mountains and Plate Tectonics





I.  Mountain Formation


	A.  If the coastline of a continent lies along a plate boundary, it is 


     called an active continental margin.


	1.  Frequent earthquakes, numerous volcanoes, and mountains 


     form at these margins.  Oceanic trenches occur.


	example:  west coasts of US and S. America





B.  Passive continental margins occur where no plate boundary is near 


     the coastline. 


	1.  Stable areas with a lot of shallow water off coasts.


		example:  East coasts of US & Africa





C.  When oceanic crust collides with continental crust, the continental 


     crust wrinkles up, so to speak, forming mountain ranges.


	-  The Rocky Mountains formed in this manner, as did the Andes 


   Mountains of Chile and Peru.





	D.  Two continents may collide as well.  Again, where they meet, the 


     crust crumples up into great mountain ranges.


	-  The Swiss Alps and the Himalayas formed this way.





II.  Features of Mountains


	A.  Faults:


		1.  D
