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Jeonghyun Park (0014087)


1. a. Describe how to do an advanced search in AltaVista or Google. Do not write out a comparison of two advanced searches. Use specific examples as you describe how to do an advanced search using just one of the engines. (The examples you use should be related to the theme of your web site so that you can use them in some way on your site.)

AltaVista advanced search: It offers Boolean search with round brackets. We can choose ‘Build a query with’ or ‘search with’ type. The former let users build query with all of these words, this exact phrase, none of these words. The latter permits using Boolean like AND, OR, AND NOT, NEAR. Then we can make particular search term. Language, date, location, and display options are possible. I wanted to know about Kochel number of Mozart’s work. So I filled blanks in ‘Build a query with’ like the following to search.

All of these words: Kochel number 

This exact phrase: Kochel  
Google advanced search: We can use it by filling blanks of the advanced search page such as with all of the words, with the exact phrase, with at least one of the words, without the words. We can be more specific with language, file format, date, occurrences, domain, safe search, news search, topic-specific search, and similar or linked pages services. I searched for Kochel number of Mozart’s work same as above. The process is the following.

With all of the words: Kochel number

With the exact phrase: Kochel  

With at least one of the words: Kochel number
b. Tell which engine (Google or AltaVista) you find user-friendlier, and describe its features. This does involve a comparison, but not a detailed one. Focus on the features of the engine that you like best, not on why it is better than the other. 
I think Google is friendlier to users. AltaVista advanced web search has options of language, date, location, display. On the other hand, Google advanced search offers language, file format, date, occurrences, domain, safe search, news search, topic-specific search, and similar or linked pages services. It is more efficient in various situations because of its detailed options. AltaVista has Boolean expression search which is not in Google, but it’s not necessary because we can do same search with query-building services like all of these words, this exact phrase, none of these words. Besides, the Boolean expression needs skillful and familiar knowledge of searching. However, Google advanced search guide users more comfortable. I felt like using natural language with its explanation and blank. And the result of my search for ‘Kochel number’ from Google was more useful. 

2. a. Choose one of the meta-search engines to study in detail. Read about it on our chart and on the engine's site, and describe the features in your own words. 
Ixquick (ixquick.com) is a meta-search engine which find information from AOL, FindWhat, Go, Inktomi, Looksmart, NetScape, Open directory, Overture, Teoma/AskJeeves, WISEnut, ah-ha, Lycos/ alltheweb, MSN, and so on. It can search in both simple and complex way. And it submits acceptable operators to search engines, and transform the operators for suitable answer. Therefore, it can utilize any search operators available in search engines. Its merit is that the results are shown in combined and ranked form. What is more, it can search not only web, also news, MP3, pictures. 

b. Use this meta-search engine to find information related to the theme of your web site. Describe your search procedure. What operators did you type in the query box and why? Describe the results of your search. Be sure to list the name or names of sites where you found useful information and their URLs. 
I searched information about Johann Strauss Jr. as an example. And I wanted it to show me web pages focused on biography. So I typed ‘Johann+Strauss+biography’ in the query box. I had to put ‘Johann’ because it gave me wrong answers without the word such as Levi Strauss, Franz Strauss, William Strauss. And the search term should be typed with no space because the search engine recognize a space as a ‘+’ operator. The result of ‘Johann+Strauss+biography’ showed me many helpful references that I wanted. They are the following.

Johann Strauss Society: Johann Strauss II (http://www.waltz.ndirect.co.uk/composers/johann2.html) ★★★
Johann Strauss, Jr. (http://www.straussfestival.com/bio.html) ★★★
Johann Strauss Jr. (http://www.bobjanuary.com/johann2.htm) ★★
AZOpera Johann Strauss II Biography (http://www.azopera.com/c_bios/jstrauss.php3) ★★

Lesson Tutor: Classical Composer Biography Johann Strauss II (http://www.lessontutor.com/bf_strauss.html) ★★

3. Which of the following search engines do NOT allow you to use truncation? Google, AllTheWeb, AltaVista, HotBot, Academic Info 
 Google, AllTheWeb and Academic Info don’t permit truncation in search terms. (But we can use asterisks as wildcards in Google.)


4. Which of the following search engines require you to use capitalization in Boolean searches? Google, AllTheWeb, AltaVista, HotBot 
 Google, AltaVista, and HotBot need capitalization in Boolean searches to make clear search terms.


5. How are asterisks used in Google phrase searching? 
 In Google, asterisks(*) are used as wildcards. It means asterisks can replace unknown words in phrase.


6. Describe how you would type a search to find the following information. Type exactly what you would in the query box of a specific engine (keywords and search operators). Use two different engines for each of the following searches. Be sure to test your answer to verify that it returns the desired results. 
   a. Information about Chihuahua dogs but not Mexico. 
Google: Chihuahua dogs –Mexico

AltaVista: Chihuahua dogs AND NOT Mexico 
   b. Information about how to make ice cream at home. 
Ask Jeeves: How can I make ice cream at home?
    AltaVista: home making AND ice cream
   c. Web pages with Ireland in the Web page titles. 
Yahoo: title:Ireland

Google: allintitle:Ireland
   d. Web pages with Samsung in the Web page URLs. 
Yahoo: URL:Samsung 

Alltheweb: url:Samsung

7. Tell in your own words what "stop words" are. 
 Generally, search engines neglect some common words such as and, or, the, in, of in search terms. Those words are called ‘stop words’. 


8. When does Google search common stop words? 
 We can make them recognizable by putting them in quotes or typing ‘+’ signs before them in Google. 


9. What are "related searches" called on the following search engines? 
Google: Similar pages
AllTheWeb: more hits from

AltaVista: related pages

HotBot: this site only

10. Which of the subject directories on our chart is most useful to you in finding information related to your website or major, and why? Be sure to include this information on your site either under the About Me section or in some other way. 
 There are some subject directories like Librarian's Index to the Internet (lii.org), Yahoo (www.yahoo.com), Britannica (www.britannica.com), INFOMINE (infomine.ucr.edu), Academic Info (academicinfo.net), and Open Directory (dmoz.org). When I type ‘classical music’, my theme into the query box of those directories, they show quite different results. First of all, Librarian's Index to the Internet, INFOMINE, and Academic Info brought me just each list of websites in the category with score. Britannica searches in encyclopedia articles, websites, magazines, video and media. But its result contains too much information to use properly. On the other hand, Open Directory gave me 16 detailed categories for classical music and a list of 1754 sites related to the theme. Therefore, I prefer Open Directory to search information for my web page. I can find which site is in suitable category for my web contents with it. For example, If I need biological information of composers, I can choose ‘Arts: Music: Composition: Composers’ category with 471 matches in the classical music section. There I can find more specific categories about each era and family.


11. What is the Invisible Web and why would you use it? 
 When we use search engines or subject directories, there are some results that we cannot see. These results are called ‘Invisible Web’. They include lots of databases. Visible search results are based on there databases. But invisible web is not stored as all the possible answer pages. Instead, search engines generate the answer pages for  certain search terms because they cannot find or create the databases. In addition, search engines do not show some pages for their own reasons. Consequently, they are also invisible. 

 However, we can find invisible web by searching web directories. Librarian's Index to the Internet, Academic Info, and Infomine are helpful for academic research. And we can type ‘database’ with subject term to find the searchable databases on the web in Google and Yahoo. Then, invisible web becomes quite visible. We can use it to find much more information which is not shown on the usual search result. 

