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There are many English learning sites. They can be focused on writing, reading, vocabulary, grammar, or all of these. I chose 4 of those sites from 2 section, writing and vocabulary. 

1. writing
  I’m interested in 2 sites of writing English. They are Paradigm Online (http://www.powa.org/) and The Writing Center at RPI (http://www.rpi.edu/dept/llc/writecenter/web/handouts.html). 

Paradigm Online offers information categorized into step by step like discovering, organizing, revising, editing, etc. And it also includes advices for special types of writing. Its main page consists of frames. When a user move mouse over the name of topics, the left-side frame changes its contents. On my opinion, it disturbs navigation and the changes are not necessary. However, except the main page, it’s not difficult to navigate. Besides, it has good contents to understand basic writing skills. I think it will be better with feedback services. 

  And the other one is handout page of The Writing Center at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. It contains documents for ESL, career and graduate school, and other types of writing. Its contents are quite specified into some practical forms such as lab reports, presentations, and resumes. But I think Paradigm Online has more information about writing. In addition, this site has bright blue and pink color on white colored background. I think those bright colors make eyes tired a little.   

The writing center at RPI will be also helpful for some specific situations. But I think Paradigm Online is better to learn general writing and more comfortable to navigate. 

2. vocabulary

I selected 2 sites from vocabulary section. – A Word A Day home page (http://www.wordsmith.org/awad/index.html) and Quia (http://www.quia.com/dir/). 
A Word A Day homepage gives a lesson about a word everyday. And it also offers a famous saying with word lesson. Of course a user can see word lessons for the past from the “Archives”. I like its lesson because it contains a sound file, so I can learn exact pronunciation. I think the way they teach will be very effective. It needs time to learn vocabulary. Therefore we have to study it little by little everyday. 

Quia makes people enjoy games and learn vocabulary at once with cute design. It is classified into some fields - biology, earth science, psychology, sports, and so on. We can learn many words while concentrating on fun games. But JAVA is required to use games of this site. It can be annoying to some users. 

  I prefer A Word A Day to learn English vocabulary because it teaches gradually. On the other hand, it will be exciting if I use Quia and enjoy games to check my ability sometimes.

