CLINICAL EXAMINATION OF THE HORSE

Signalment


· Name, Age

· Species

· Breed

· Sex 

· Weight

· Colour

· Type/function or purpose

· Owners: Name, address, telephone #

History

· Where and when was animal obtained?

· Immunization history/ antihelmintics?

· Animal contacts/ population at risk

· Past medical and surgical history

· Exercise history – past and present

· History of current problem

· reason for presentation

Environment (Management factors)

· Nutrition

· Housing

· Climate

· Season

· Pollution

General Inspection of the Animal

· General appearance and conformation

· Behaviour

· Facial expression and appearance of eye

· Body condition

· Skin and hair coat

· Respiratory movements

· Abdomen (size/ shape)

· Gait/ stance

Normal Parameters

· T: 37-38˚C
P: 28-40bpm
R: 8-16 breaths/min
General Physical Examination of the Horse

· Symmetry of the head, facial contour, attitude of ears

· External nares – discharge, symmetry, movement, nasal MM

· Mouth - oral MM, profile of incisors, CRT, gingivae, tattoo?

· Open mouth to visualize tables of incisors, and check tongue tone

· Run hand along ventral aspect of both rami of mandible to feel for bumps etc.

· Intermandibular space – swelling, lymph nodes, abnormal filling

· Run hand along the cheeks to gently press the buccal mucosa against the outer edge of the upper cheek teeth to check for sharp edges.

· Visualize symmetry and position of eyes.  Menace response.  Pupillary light reflex.  Purkinje-Sanson images.  Note clarity and symmetry of the cornea, iris and lens.  Note corpora nigra.

· Prolapse third eyelid and examine.  Pinch dorsal palpebrum to assess hydration

· Facial pulse – rate rhythm and character

· Run hand over skin of neck on left to examine for bumps, painful areas, muscle tone, and skin condition.  (look under mane when necessary)

· Palpate throat for fullness/ enlargement of thyroids, visualize viborg’s triangle for fullness

· Run hand down neck to extablish normalcy of cervical trachea, visualize jugular furrow, thoracic inlet.  Ascertain patency of jugular veins

· Auscultate larynx, trachea

· Run hand over shoulder and pectoral region, down left forelimb, examine hoof and leg for heat, pain and swelling.  Note conformation.  Pick up hoof and examine.

· Run hand over entire trunk on left side, palpate for edema ventrally.  Note condition of skin and any bumps or sores

· Auscultate left lung field (3 levels), and apex beat.  Note respiratory and heart rates

· Examine posterior abdomen (prepuce, scrotum, mammae) do not palpate.

· Auscultate abdomen – 4 quadrants

· Run hand over hind quarters, examine hind limb as with forelimb paying special attention to joints and tendons.

· Elevate tail, note tail tone, examine perineum and ventral aspect of tail, anus, and vulva for evidence of discharges.  Insert thermometer, note also conformation of the vulva, and colour of vulval mucous membranes.  Remove thermometer and read temp.

· Proceed to the right side of the horse’s head and work down the right side as on the left

· Have horse walked or jogged whenever possible and note locomotion and symmetry of gait

