CLINICAL EXAMINATION OF THE COW

Signalment


· Age

· Breed

· Sex 

· Parity

· Fresh date

· Open/ in calf

· Lactating/ Non-lactating

· Type/function or purpose

· Owners: Name, address, telephone #

History

· Where and when was animal obtained?

· Immunization history?

· Animal contacts/ population at risk

· Past medical and surgical history

· History of current problem

· Reason for presentation

Environment (Management factors)

· Nutrition

· Housing

· Climate

· Season

· Pollution

General Inspection of the Animal

· General appearance and conformation

· Behaviour

· Facial expression and appearance of eye

· Body condition

· Skin and hair coat

· Respiratory movements

· Abdomen (size/ shape)

· Gait/ stance

Normal Parameters

· T: 38.0-39.0˚C
P: 48-84bpm
R: 26-50 breaths/min
· Rumen Contractions: 1-2/min
General Physical Examination of the Cow
· Assess tail tone, perineal reflex, anal tone.  Take rectal temperature.  Collect mid-stream urine sample

· Take pulse of the coccygeal artery, note rate, rhythm, and character

· Inspect skin and hair coat for evidence of ectoparasites, and skin lesions.  Note skin temperature

· Inspect vulval MM – appearance, colour, lesions, CRT, discharge,  (colour, nature, and odour of discharge)

· Inspect supra-mammary lymph nodes (size, consistency, tenderness).  Inspect and palpate mammary gland – symmetry of quarters, consistency of each gland, heat, pain, swelling, redness.  Observe teats and teat orifices.   Collect milk sample for CMT

· Observe shape and symmetry of abdomen/ thorax from behind animal

· Examine feces – consistency, colour, odour, undigested food etc.

· Observe skin between mammary gland and hindleg.  Any evidence of chafing or dermatitis.

· Inspect ‘milk vein’ and umbilical region

· Inspect and palpate left hind leg for heat, pain, swelling, redness over joints, skin temp.

· Inspect and palpate left sub-iliac (prefemoral) lymph node.  Note: size, consistency, tenderness

· Inspect, palpate and auscultate rumen in left paralumbar fossa.  Note rumen contractions

· Heart – palpate and auscultate apex beat.  Note intensity, evidence of thrills.  Record heart rate.

· Auscultate lungs at three levels paying particular attention to hylar region and the anterior ventral thorax.

· Palpate thorax and brisket for evidence of skin lesions, edema, and swelling

· Left foreleg- inspect and palpate as with hind leg

· Inspect and palpate left superficial cervical (prescapular) lymph node

· Examine skin on neck for ectoparasites and test for state of hydration

· Inspect and palpate left jugular (degree of fullness, movement, and thickness)

· Auscultate the trachea and larynx, apply pressure to try to elicit cough

· Inspect and palpate thyroid glands (not normally palpable)

· Assess symmetry and carriage of head and ears, facial expression, eye movements

· Inspect nostrils – degree of movement, evidence of nasal discharge, airflow, nasal MM

· Inspect eyes – position, movement, menace reflex, ocular discharge, conjunctival MM, scleral MM, Cornea, Pupillary Light reflex, body hydration

· Palpate mandibular lymph nodes and salivary glands

· Ears – inspect and palpate – note skin temp and any evidence of discharge

· Oral cavity – excessive salivation, jaw tone, odour, buccal MM, lesions, appearance of tongue, tongue movement/tone

· Proceed down right side as with left

