Ned the Dog. He’s a legend. You probably all know him from his adventures as Stain’s sidekick. But little do people know that before that fateful night when he saved Stain’s life, he lived in the tough streets of Essex. Stanford-Le-Hope in particular. He was a stray dog, but he liked to roam one street, and one street only. That street was Monks Haven.  This was where he met up with long-time friend Polo the Rat. But they were not always friends. They were bitter rivals when they first met, and Ned had built up a reputation as a bit of a trouble causer.

He first met Polo face to face at a wild rave one night in the local club. During this wild night of excitement, Ned, who was a very horny dog, attempted to get Polo drunk off Vodka, to try and lure her back to his shed for fun and games.

When Ned offered to buy her some Vodka, she was delighted. But when he offered to get her some more she got suspicious. Polo used her special rat sense to figure out his evil plan, and she didn’t like it. She didn’t like it one bit. All Ned got off Polo was a slap, and he left the club in tears.

But fortunately for Ned, he knew Polo lived on Monks Haven, his favourite street. So he also knew where she lived with her loving owner Miss Nina Dack. Ned devised a scheme to talk to Polo again, whom he was quickly falling in love with. He planned to sneak into 7 Monks Haven and offer Polo a rose. 

This too led to disaster, as she didn’t like him sneaking into her home, and had him kicked out. Once again, Ned was left upset. He was used to this rejection, as his owner Lewis Aardvark had kicked him out, but this was different. He sat on Polo’s doorstep and cried and cried for days. After 5 days of this he was doing nothing but anger Polo. 

So Polo decided to go outside and have a lengthy chat with Ned where they discussed the issue in detail. Being a dog, he wasn’t very clever. He thought that it was perfectly suitable for creatures of different species to mate. But Polo cleared this up for Ned, explaining how ridiculous the whole idea was. Although upset, he was grateful for this, as it stopped him going after cats, rabbits, sheep, donkeys and every other animal in the world apart from dogs.

From there they became the very best of friends, but didn’t go any further than that. But then one night, tragedy struck. A lightning bolt struck down on poor Ned. This was Ned’s first life threatening experience, and he didn’t like it. Although he managed to survive this onslaught from above, things were never the same again. Ned changed his ways from a rebel, as he blamed that for the attack. Polo didn’t like this new Ned, as he was becoming too bossy, and he ended his 6 month friendship with her.

With that, Ned packed his belongings and moved to the streets of Manchester, far away from Essex. He saw this boy named Stain, who was a renegade just like Ned used to be. He noticed this and realised he could save Stain before he got the ‘bolt of lightning’ treatment Ned got. So he followed Stain to the airport that night, and the rest as they say, is history.

