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Kayak cleaning and mulch spreading


The first service hour was spreading mulch at the challenge course.   Eight people attended the mulch spreading event.  I had several question about the use of mulch in the challenge course area.  I found out that mulch in not only used for aesthetic reasons.  Mulch has many more purpose.  Mulch should be 5 to 6 inches deep because mulch helps retain moisture in the ground.  It will lessen the erosion problem at the west campus challenge course.  Most importantly, mulch has a useful life span of six months for slowing weed growth by limiting sunlight exposure.  Spreading mulch is a necessary task for keeping the environment healthy and aesthetically pleasing.

Next, service project I attended was a 3 hour kayak cleaning session.   Eric Russell, Sarah Rumble, Davy Shaw, and I took preventive measure to prolong the lives of the sea kayaks.  We cleaned 21 sea kayaks.  Davy and I worked with each other while Sarah and Eric worked together.  The first few times we only carried 1 boat per two people.   While carrying the boat, we all had to be wary of the router in the stern of the boat.   The router is fragile and requires gentle handling.   A positive for carrying one boat at a time is the speed at which a boat can be washed, rinsed, and moved back into the boat storage area.  As we learned through out the process of cleaning kayaks, it is better to take two kayaks per two people.   The benefit of taking two kayaks equals fewer trips to boat storage area.  Another benefit is that everyone is able to focus on one boat and we had the ability to place our whole focus on that one boat.  By focusing on one boat, we were able to look at all part of the boat in detail.  In Addition, we learned and practiced saying the names of all the parts of the sea kayak.  Lastly, we place greater emphasis on our technique of lifting with our knees, preventing any back injury. 
