Bobby Oliver 

Environmental Education Philosophy

What is learning?
Learning is the interaction of personal learning experiences with new and novel experiences.  Once a person has interacted with past learning experiences and novel learning experiences, the student will analyze information before integrating the newly learned information.  Since integration has occurred, the student must decide how to apply up to date information.    

What is teaching?
Teaching is the process of facilitating learning in students.  Location determines the methods used in the presentation of information.  In addition, the client can dictate how the facilitator presents information.   The basic teaching form consists of information presented to students.  Students receive the information and communicate their understanding.  The facilitator then gives activities for students implement the newly acquired information.

Goals for Environmental Education

When setting goals associated with environmental education, the student’s knowledge of nature should be considered. The goals should also take into account the student’s direct personal experience with nature.  The goals should address the student’s beliefs and practices associated with environmental education.  Lastly, goals should be relevant to student’s level of maturity and personal experience. 

Implementation for Environmental Education

The successful implementation of an environmental education program will reflect the facilitator’s level of knowledge and personal experience with learning and teaching.  Implementation also uses information learned through the completion of a client assessment.   Also, the type of program being presented must be taken into consideration.  Programs with typically fall into four categories.  The categories are recreational, educational, personal growth, and therapeutic.  My methods used will be carefully chosen to best fit the client group.  

Professional Growth Plan

Future plans for my development as an environmental educator include further refinement of my presentation skills, attention to voice level, and flexibility.   My major goal is to be the best environmental educator I can be.  My sub-goals for achieving my major goals are presenting information about the environment in an informal or formal method.  The method used will be determined on the basis of the type of program (recreational, educational, personal development, therapeutic).  Also, I will continue to attend conferences to keep my knowledge updated with industry standards and best practices.   My final sub-goal is to further develop my ability to modify the material and presentation style to best fit the needs of the client.  

