Warning: Before reading further, refer to warning/notes at the beginning of Part 1.

Obedience School - Part 16

by Haruka


Solude watched in stunned disbelief as Rapier vaulted over the wall, back into the girls’ yard.  Her friend, the so-called knight, had deserted her!


The two boys she’d spoken to were heading back inside.  She ducked down behind a bush.


“How are we gonna get one of those things she wants Seifer?” the larger of the two said.


“We’ll find a way to get it,” the blonde boy answered, and they disappeared inside.


Well! Solude thought with relief.  Rapier hadn’t betrayed her – she’d just forgotten her.


Now came the hard part – getting back over the wall without being seen.  If only she could use her teleportational power.  But that was nullified when she stepped through the front gates –


Then she realized she was no longer in the girls’ yard and maybe, just maybe ….


Impulsively, she attempted a teleport to the wall, and was surprised to find herself there.


So their powers worked on the boys’ side!  Too bad she had to go back to where they wouldn’t anymore.  Crouching down, she sprang up and over the wall, landing at Rapier’s feet.


“What took you so long?” Rapier asked.


“Give me a break!  I didn’t know what you were doing, running off like that.”  Solude straightened up and grinned at her.  “So you did it, huh?  You got those guys to help us.”


“They’re friends of Fujin’s,” Rapier explained.  “They want to break her out of here, and I’m supposed to tell her so.”


“Wow, pretty lucky to find guys who needed a favour too, huh?”  Solude beamed.  “And see?  We didn’t get caught!  You worried for nothing.”


“It wasn’t for nothing!” Rapier snapped.  “I had a valid reason for worrying!  And I still do!  We might have been spotted and right now staff members are heading out here to confront us!”


“I suppose in your line of work you have to be a little paranoid, but there’s a healthy limit, you know.”


“Says the girl with no clothes on,” replied Rapier in a dry tone.


“Aw, shaddup!” Solude snapped, then grinned.  “I don’t want to fight with you, Rapier, we’re a success!”


“Not yet,” the knight said.  “We don’t know how long it’ll take for them to toss the … whatever it is … over here.”


“Good point, and we should get started with our side of the bargain,” Solude said sagely.  “You stay here and pick up the item when they deliver it, and I’ll go talk to Fujin!”  Solude skipped away toward the school, leaving Rapier with her mouth hanging open.


Michiru nudged Haruka.  “Here comes Solude.  I guess she decided not to attempt your silly dare after all.”



“Hey, Solude,” Haruka greeted, looking her over.  “I don’t see any proof yet.  Giving up?”


“Not at all, Haruka, I’m working on it,” Solude told her.  “Have you seen Fujin?”


“I think she’s in the dorm room,” Michiru said.


“Thanks!”  Solude sprinted off.


“I wonder what she’s up to,” Haruka remarked.


“_I_ wonder what happened to Rapier,” Michiru said in concern.


Rapier paced back and forth along the section of wall where the boys had seen her go over, figuring it would be around there where they’d deliver the article.  Then she realized she was a little too noticeable like that and quickly seated herself against the wall, drawing up her knees and hugging them.


I could be here all day, she thought sourly.  It seemed like Solude was always a step ahead of her, happily taking the easy jobs for herself, while she sat here like … well, a sitting duck.  And for what?  So she could win a stupid dare that Haruka came up with?


“This is crazy,” she muttered and got to her feet.  She was through with Solude and her idiotic games – she was going inside to do her homework and if Solude wanted whatever those boys were delivering, she could pick it up off the ground later herself.


“Rapier!”


She looked up and felt sudden terror wash through her at Kendappa’s approach.  Her heart went into overdrive pounding and she began to feel dizzy.  Had she seen them going over into the boys’ side?  Or coming back from there?  Had someone in the boys’ school seen the two of them there?  Had Seifer himself betrayed them, telling an instructor the name of the girl who sought boys’ clothing?


Kendappa had almost reached her when she realized she still hadn’t gotten down into the position of deference.  She immediately dropped into it, staring down at the grass.  “Mistress Kendappa,” she said.


“You may rise,” the black-haired girl said.


Rapier stood up and tried not to look like the nervous wreck that she was.


“Why are you out here all by yourself?” Kendappa asked curiously.  “Surely the garden is a nicer place to sit if you wish to meditate.”


She didn’t know! Rapier thought in relief.  I’m still in the clear.


“Yes, Mistress,” she answered.  “I was … that is, I just –“


“Hey, Rapier!” came a familiar male voice from the other side of the wall.  “Catch, ya know!”


Both girls looked up, and a piece of fabric sailed over the wall to land squarely on Kendappa’s face.  She slowly pulled it off and held it up.  It was a loincloth.


She gave Rapier an even look.  “Would you care to explain this?”


The knight swallowed hard.


“SERIOUSLY?” Fujin said, her ruby eye wide with excitement.


“Yeah, that’s what they said,” Solude told her.  “Seifer’s planning to get you out of here, although I have to admit I don’t know how he possibly could.”


“GREAT!” Fujin enthused, throwing her math book into the air joyfully.


Solude shook her head and shrugged, smiling.  “I guess _you_ don’t have any doubts, though.”


“SEIFER, CAPABLE,” Fujin said firmly.


“Cool,” Solude said.  “And now that I’ve performed our part of the bargain, I’d better get out there and relieve Rapier before she takes my head off with her sword.”


Haruka burst into the dorm room.  “Solude, there you are!” she said anxiously.  “Something’s happened – Kendappa was just seen hauling Rapier to Maria’s office!”


Solude paled.  “Oh no,” she murmured.


“DO, WHAT?” Fujin asked Solude.


“How do I know what to do?!” Solude asked, feeling frustrated.  What if Rapier’s trouble had nothing to do with her?  She sure wasn’t going to incriminate herself for nothing!  “First let me find out what’s going on!”  She ran out of the room, wondering if Rapier had already told the staff members everything.
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