MT211 Examination

Examination Techniques By CC

1.
Examination


- date and time: see official announcement document


- specimen exam paper part I (55%), 11 short questions, ALL compulsory


  (these are questions whose coverage is boarder but easier)


- specimen exam paper part II (45%), long questions, choose 3 questions out of 4

  (these are questions which is more difficult to test deeper understanding on selected areas)


- the format of actual exam paper will be similar to the specimen paper


- therefore try to do the specimen exam paper and understand the solutions


- no past paper available

2.
Suggested Time Allocation for Questions (Totally 3 hours)


- spend about 9 minutes for each question in part I (totally about 100 minutes)


- spend about 10 minutes in the selection of questions in part II (about 10 minutes)


- spend about 20-25 minutes for each question in part II (totally about 70 minutes)

3.
Suggested Sequence of Answering Questions


(a) Short Questions:


- one general strategy is to make yourself feel confident about the exam


- answer the short questions first since they are usually easier


- read the short questions one by one, if you feel that you know how to answer, try it within the time limit


- if you find it difficult when you read it, or when you are doing it, skip it and come back later


- don’t spend too much time on a single question since there may be other questions easier for you


(b) Long Questions:


- since you need to choose, one approach is to read all the questions quickly to get a feeling of the questions


- choose those which you expect to get highest marks and attempt them within the time limits


- if you find it difficult when you are doing it a part, skip that part and attempt the rest


- if the following parts depend on this part, skip the whole question and come back later


- again don’t spend too much time on a single question at this stage


(c) Second Attempt:


- if time is up, this is the best you can do --- you have tried the easiest questions for you


- if you can keep your time limits, there should be time left since you might have skipped some questions


- if you have finished the whole paper, congratulations! But please check again, especially for the answers that you are not very sure about their correctness


- if you have not finished, go back to the question which has the highest chance of success first, then the next highest and so on


Remarks:


1. the above are only suggested sequence, you may find another way better for you


2. Question:



If I estimate that I can finish the current question within 1 or 2 minutes but time limit has been reached, should I finish the current one first or start a new one?



Answer:



Finish the current one. The reason to keep the time limit is that you don’t want to get only 5 marks in an hour. If you are quite sure that you can get 2 marks in 2 minutes, you should get them. The extra time spent on re-reading the question when you attempt this question again may exceed 2 minutes.

Suggested Revision Procedures

1. Take a look at the specimen exam paper first

· pay attention to the format of questions – you must know what kind of questions you will be asked as different type of questions requires different techniques to tackle

· it will also give you a feeling of the distribution of questions among different topics – so that you know where you should pay more attention and where less.

2. review my notes and supplement it with your own examples and explanations

· I think my notes are quite comprehensive without missing any key OO concepts

· thus, read through them and if you don’t understand any points, refer back to the course materials and make sure to put down the explanations and examples that can help you remember

3. make your own notes for parts other than OO Technology (e.g. Networking part)

· my notes are done on OO Technology only, so  you should do the same for other parts

4. read the glossary of each chapters

· jot down notes for those terms you don’t know or understand

5. re-do the TMA questions

· check them against the suggested answer in TMA review documents

· make sure that you have read through the “common mistakes” sections of the review documents

· always learn from mistakes of your own and others.

6. do the specimen exam paper

· review again those part you made mistakes

7. final revision

· go through the notes you have prepared so far once

· try to remember a typical example for each key concepts (it is very useful)

Remarks:

· always do the easier questions first

· for any questions that are difficult to you, skip it first

· technique of elimination for multiple choice questions, for example:

	(c) 
If class A is a collaborator for class B then: (tick one box)


(i)
(
A is the client and B is the server.


(ii)
(
B is a helper for A.


(iii) 
(
A can request a service of B.


(iv)
(
B can request a service of A.




	For this question, you can get the answer even without the need to read the question:

since (iii) and (iv) are contradict with each other, either one must be correct.

since only one box is required, (i) and (ii) must be wrong.

since (ii) is of same meaning as (iii), (iii) is also wrong.

then, we get the answer of (iv)




This is done by chance only. But you should always try to remove those options that are surely wrong first. Then your possibility of hitting the right anwer will always be higher.

· question that requires you to draw the object model (class-association diagram and associated text) will normally be a time-consuming one. I suggest you to leave it to the last one to do. Make sure you have sufficient time before you choose it to answer.
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