Differences in Native American and Anglo Values

Native Americans

1. Happiness--this is paramount! Be able to laugh at misery; life is to be enjoyed

2. Sharing--everything belongs to others, just as Mother Earth belongs to all people

3. Tribe and extended family first before self

4. Humble---causing Indians to be passive aggressive, gentle head hangers, and very modest

5. Honor your elders---they have wisdom

6. Learning through legends; remembering the great stories of the past; that's where the knowledge comes from

7. Look backward to traditional ways--the old ways are the best ways; they have been proved

8. Work for a purpose----once you have enough then quit and enjoy life, even if just for a day

9. Be carefree---time is only relative. Work long hours if happy. Don't worry over time: "I'll get there eventually"

10. Discrete--especially in dating. Be cautious with a low-key profile

11. Religion is the universe

12. Orient yourself to the land

13. Be a good listener---and it is better if you use your ears and listen well

14. Be as free as the wind

15. Cherish your memory--remember the days of your youth

Anglos

1. Success--generally involving status, security, wealth, and proficiency

2. Ownership--indicating preference to own an outhouse rather than share a mansion

3. "Think of Number One!" syndrome

4. Competitive--believing "If you don't toot your own horn, then who will?'

5. The future lies with the youth

6. Learning is found in school; get all the schooling you possibly can because it can't be taken away from you

7. Look to the future to things new--Tie Your Wagon to a Star and Keep Climbing Up and Up"

8. Work for a retirement--plan your future and stick to a job, even if you don't like it

9. Be structured----be most aware of time. "Don't put off until tomorrow what you have to do today.' Don't procrastinate

10. Flout an openness--"What you see is what you get." Be a "Fonz" character

11. Religion is individualistic

12. Orient yourself to a house, a job

13. Look people in the eye---don't be afraid to establish eye contact. It's more honest 

14.Don't be a "boat rocker"

15. Don't live in the past--look ahead. Live in here-and-now

16. Live with your hands--manual activity is sacred "Scratch an Indian--you'll find an artist." (Natives are also intelligent)

17. Don't criticize your people

18. Don't show pain--be glad to make flesh sacrifice to the Spirits

19. Cherish your own language and speak it when possible

20. Live like the animals; the animals are your brothers and sisters

21. Children are a gift of the Great Spirit to be shared with others

22. Consider the relative nature of a crime, the personality of the individual, and the conditions. "The hoe wasn't any good anyway"

23. Leave things natural as they were meant to be

24. Dance is an expression of religion

25. There are no boundaries--it all belongs to the Great Spirit. "Why should I fence in a yard?"

26. Few rules are best. The rules should be loosely written and flexible

27. Intuitiveness

28. Mystical

29. Be simple---eat things raw and natural. Remember your brother the fox and live wisely

30. Judge things for yourself

31. Medicine should be natural herbs, a gift of Mother Earth

16. Live with your mind--think intelligently. Show the teacher how well you know the answers to questions he/she might ask of you. Good at books

17. A critic is a good analyst

18. Don't be tortured---don't be some kind of masochistic nut

19. You're in America; speak English

20. "What are you--some kind of an animal? A pig or a jackass?"

21. "I'll discipline my own children; don't you tell me how to raise mine!"

22. The law is the law! "To steal a penny is as bad as to steal 10,000! Stealing is stealing! We can't be making exceptions."

23. "You should have seen it when God had it all alone !"

24. Dance is an expression of pleasure

25. Everything has a limit--there must be privacy. "Fence in your yard and keep them off the grass!"

26. Have a rule for every contingency. "Write your ideas in detail"

27. Empiricism

28. Scientific

29. Be sophisticated--eat gourmet, well prepared, and seasoned. Be a connoisseur of many things

30. Have instruments judge for you

31. Synthetic medicines--"You can make anything in today's laboratories"

32. The dirt of Mother Earth on a wound is not harmful but helpful (sun dance, mineral intake)

33. Natives are used to small things, and they enjoy fine detail (Indian fires)

34. Travel light, get along without

35. Accept others----even the drinking problem of another Indian

36. The price is of no concern

37. Enjoy simplifying problems


32. Things must be sterile and clean, not dirty and unsanitary

33. Bigness has become a way of life with the white society (compulsion for bigness)

34. Have everything at your disposal

35. Persuade, convince, and proselytize--be an evangelist/missionary

36. "You only get what you pay for!"

37. "Nothing in this world is simple."
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