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My Snail Info

Characteristics of Snails

 Snails can be found in gardens, in ponds and even in the sea. They belong to a group of animals with a soft body called molluscs which are related to oysters, clams, and other shellfish. Characteristically they have soft, unsegmented bodies. Normally, a hard shell protects their soft bodies. The scientific name for the snail is Helix aspersa. It is a gastropod which in Latin means, gastro for stomach and pod for foot. The body of the snail is long, moist and slimy. It has a shell to protect its soft body. When the snail is disturbed, it simply withdraws or pulls itself back into its shell. The snail also retreats into its shell and seals the entrance in dry weather to protect its body from drying up. A snail is most active at night and on cloudy days. It does not like the sunshine very much. During very cold weather or winter, it hibernates in the ground.

 Snails have different shaped shells. It can be a single shell that is rounded, spiral high and pointed or it can be flat.

 Some people keep snails in aquariums together with their fish. However, they must make sure that they control the number because snails reproduce rapidly!! 

Snails do not like hot and dry conditions. They like it moist or humid and not too bright. You can collect some snails and put them into a transparent container. Put some leaves in it, keep it moist and you can observe and see how a snail moves and also its mouth part.

 Snails can live up to 5 to 10 years. Some have been known to live up to 15 years.

 Do you know where the snail's eyes are?

 Yes, the eye is on the tip of the tentacles. The snails have two pairs of tentacles on its head. One pair is longer than the other pair. The eyes are on the longer pair. The shorter pair is used for smelling and feeling its way around. The tentacles are very important to a snail.

 What and how does a snail eat? 

A snail has something called a radula in its mouth for grinding up its food. This radula is like a rough tongue, something like a file with rows of tiny teeth which it uses to scrap off leaves and flowers to eat. Many people get upset and farmers get angry when snails eat their plants and crops. Snails can cause serious damage to crops. Snails eat mostly living plants as well as decaying plants. They also chew on fruits and young succulent plant barks. 

How big can the snail grow? 

The largest known land snail named Gee Geronimo was a Giant African Snail collected in Sierra Leone in 1976. It weighed about 900g and measured over 15 39.3 cm from snout to tail.

 How does the snail move? 

The snail moves by creeping on a flat "foot" underneath the body. The band of muscles in the foot contract and expand and this create a kind of rippling movement that pushes the snail forward. The "foot" has a special gland that produces slimy mucus to make a slippery track. You can often see these silvery tracks in the garden. The slime comes out from the front and hardens when it comes into contact with air. The snail is able to move on very sharp pointed needles, knife, razors and vines without being injured because the mucus-like secretion helps to protect its body.

 Look at how the snail wraps its soft body around the branch so that it will not fall off. 

Male or female?

 The snail is both male and female. Therefore, it can produce sperms and eggs at the same time! Isn't that incredible? However, to fertilize the eggs, the snails need to exchange sperms with each other. An animal which is both a male and a female is called a hermaphrodite. The brown garden snail lays about 80 spherical shaped white or yellowish coloured eggs at a time into the topsoil of the ground. It can lay eggs up to six times a year. Snails take about 2 years to become adults.

 Life History of the snail

 Snails spend many hours courting before they mate. They twist themselves around each other and cover themselves in frothy slime. After mating, each snail will go search for a soft ground to dig and lay its eggs. The snail lay its eggs in a nest, 2.5 to 4 cm deep in the soil. Each snail can lay an average of 85 eggs and they hatch in 2 to 4 weeks, depending on the temperature and moisture of the soil. The eggs are concealed with a mixture of soil and mucus. They are then covered with excrement. Low temperatures of less than 12C and low humidity inhibit laid eggs. Snails lay eggs most often during the warm and damp weather. It can be as often as once a month or every 6 weeks. Their most active months are from February to October.


 The first thing that a newly hatched snail does is to find food. It will eat whatever that is left of its eggshell too. It will also eat any eggs that have not hatched yet. As the snail grows, its shell grows too in a spiral shape. The new shell is added at the opening of the shell. The part of the shell the baby snail was born with, ends up in the middle of the spiral. The snails have enemies too Snails have many natural enemies. They are the ground beetles, snakes, toads, turtles, and birds including chickens, ducks and geese.


Snail Tails

Slimy was a young snail. Slimy got sick of staying in its old home. So, one day, Slimy decided to look for a new home.

Slimy travelled for a long time, slowly crawling and searching. To Slimy it felt like a very long and tiring journey but he was determined. Then Slimy reached a garden. It was a beautiful garden with so many flowers and plants. Slimy was so excited when it saw the garden. Slimy wanted to make this place its new home.

The first thing Slimy did when it got to the garden was eat. Slimy was so hungry from all the travelling it did. Slimy found a nice delicious plant to feed on. The leaves were so green and juicy. "Just nice for me, yum !" said Slimy.

Slimy spend the next several days just eating and relaxing until almost all the leaves on that plant was almost gone. "Time to move on to another delicious plant", Slimy thought. That was what Slimy did exactly. It moved on to a new plant. Just about when Slimy wanted to start eating, there was a loud shriek. Slimy peeked out and saw a lady. She looked upset and angry looking at the plant that Slimy had eaten. "Oh, oh ", said Slimy. "This does not look good." Slimy was frighten and hid under a leaf so that the lady cannot see or find it.

The lady searched all over, trying to get the culprit who was responsible for destroying her beautiful plant. Lucky thing for Slimy, she did not see it hiding under the leaf. Unfortunately, some of Slimy's neighbours were not so lucky. The lady caught them and put them all in a bucket and took them away. Slimy did not wait to see what the lady was going to do with its neighbours. Slimy decided that this was not the place that it wanted to make its home. It was a dangerous place to be in. So, Slimy crawled down from the plant and went on its journey to find a new home again.

My Snail's Diary

Day 1

On the first day I found out that the snails liked eating chalk, so I did a little experiment:

Hypothesis: To see weather the snail's poo turns the colour of the food it eats. Apparatus: 1 live snail 1 piece of chalk (I used orange & white chalk) 1 aquarium

Procedure: 1. Put the snail and the chalk in the aquarium. 
2. Wait a day or two till the snail eats the chalk. 
3. Wait till the end of the next day and see what colour the poo is. 

Result: I saw that the colour of the poo depends on the food he eats.  For example: If it eats cabbage than the poo will be green and if he eats an orange than the poo will be orange.

 

Day 2

 Today I called the my snail Cynthia.
 I watched my snail eat some chalk, it's really cute its like she sticks out her tongue and scrapes it up against the food and then put it back into its mouth. After that she went to sleep (I suppose to help her digest).

Day 3

Today I put a baby snail in the tank to see if Cynthia will protect it like a baby.  I hope she does 

I called the baby Sprint (for the joke)

 

Day 4

 Today Sprint sprinted all around the aquarium 3 times without stopping. She was going up, around, down, around & back up again. He has a lot of energy.

I suppose the name Sprint suites her well. I think she might of tried to find a way out.

Day 5

 

 Today I saw the opposite of yesterday. Cynthia was going round and round the aquarium while Sprint was sleeping.

Today I found out that babies are cuter than the adults because the adults have darker skin, look a lot fatter & are a lot slower. Sprint is also a lot more energetic.

Day 6

 

 Today I saw that Cynthia and Sprint are having races around the aquarium. They did about four laps before getting tired and going to sleep. Guess what Sprint lost by a couple of minutes (She probably got tired).

 

Day 7

 Today I took them to school. They all of a sudden got into the habit of sleeping all day. Today Dimity also brought her bigger type of snail to school. So my snails would probably be scared of them.

  

Day 8 

Today my snails were just sitting there with their heads poking out. They were probably bored out of their minds because they were just sitting down there & not moving a muscle.

 

Day 9

 Today I took my snails back home. They missed their spot near the window very much. Today I gave them fresh new leaves, cleaned their cage and watched them. They went straight to the eating part. I was happy that they were eating because they haven't been eating since day 7.

 

Day 10

 Today I found out that Cynthia likes to be in this one high spot. So I did a little experiment:

Hypothesis: To see if Cynthia would go back to the space she liked if you move her.

 Apparatus: 
1 biosphere with a snail in it, 
2 rubber gloves, 

Procedure: 
1. Wait for the snail (in my case Cynthia) to go up to the top of the Biosphere, 
2. Pick the snail up and put her in the bottom of the biosphere & see if the snail goes all the way back up to the top of the biosphere. 
3. If the snail goes back up, then try and put the snail in an open box & see if it goes out of the box and climbs back to the top of the biosphere.

Result: I found out that Cynthia (my snail) likes to be at the top of the biosphere. I put her in the most awkward positions (including under a pile of leaves) and Cynthia still managed to get back to the top of the Biosphere were she liked it. Altogether I did the experiment about 12 times.

 

Day 11

 Today Sprint started to chase Cynthia around the Biosphere while Cynthia was just sleeping so Sprint was just going on top of Cynthia. It looks as though Sprint thinks that Cynthia is her mother. Well maybe she is, all I did was find them & put this in their biosphere.

 

Day 12 

Today Cynthia decided to go on an eating spree. She was eating all day. Funnily enough she only ate chalk (I thought that she liked leaves more). To find out more about this I looked on the Internet and I saw that chalk was like a sweat for snails. So that explains why my snails like eating chalk so much.

 

Day 13

 Today I made a timetable, which the snails usually follow: 
9:00 am Snails are sleeping 
10:00 am Still sleeping 
11:00 am Snails stick their heads out of their shells
 12:00 pm Snails eat breakfast 
1:00 pm They go back to sleep
 2:00 pm Still sleeping 
3:00 pm Eat dinner

 

Day 14 

Today Sprint was taking a taxi ride. He had a little sleep on Cynthia's back while Cynthia was taking a strole through the beads that I put in. I guess that Sprint was feeling a bit lazy today. I think that Sprint has an advantage because Cynthia lets Sprint do anything to her.

 

Day 15

 Today I made them have a race who would go around the biosphere twice without stopping. Sprint won because Cynthia fell asleep in the middle of the second lap. So Sprint had a clear win by about 30 centimetres.

 

Day 16

 Today I put two more snails in the biosphere because there were about fifty on the wall & I couldn't resist it. I called the snails Fred & Reddish. Today they started racing around the biosphere in record speed. In about ten minutes I swear I saw them go around the biosphere five or six times.

 

Day 17 

Today I saw that reddish had a little red spot on the bottom of his shell. So I guess I named him well.

Today I also saw that all of my snails were just sleeping. I also gave Kelly some snails because he didn't have any. So my snails & Kelly's snails are related. Cool huh!!!!

 

Day 18

 Today I put a peace of lettuce in the biosphere. As soon as I put it in they rushed forward & started eating. It had holes in it so I guess they like eating lettuce a lot. No wonder farmers don't like snails. I found out a way to kill a snail today but it is too gory so I won't say.

 

Day 19

 Today the snails already finished the bit of lettuce. So I had to put another one in. I also saw that Fred was hiding in the little pot that I put in.

Today I took all these glass tokens and stuck them on the biosphere in the shape of a snail. It is really cool. I thing that I will put in a plant today. But I can't because my mum is buying me one today. It will be a little one. But hopefully it will be enough.

 

Regards:  Cynthia, Sprint, Fred and Reddish. (the snails).

How I made my Biosphere
What you need

1.  An Aquarium
2.  A couple of snails (I used 4)
3.  A plant
4.  A piece of chalk (any colour)
5.  Little glass pellets
6.  Super glue
7.  Cabbage
8.  Leaves
9.  A bottle top
10.  Water
11.  A small statue

Procedure

1. First go to your mailbox & get a couple of snails. 

2. Second go and get a aquarium from the Pet Store (until then I stored them in a coffee jar. 

3. Then put the glass pellets & the statue in so the snails can play on them. 

4. Then put the cabbage, chalk, leaves & the plant in for the snail to eat. 

5. Then put the snail/snails into the biosphere. 

6. Then put the  bottle top filled with water inside the biosphere. 

Result

You get one pretty good/beautiful biosphere.  It will last at least one year.
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