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1. INT. CABIN - DAY

A father is leaning over in a chair reading a newspaper. He
| ooks up as he sees his two kids cone running in ready to do
sonet hing active. Father gets up hol ding the newspaper.

KID 1
Dad, can we go to the pond again
t oday?

FATHER

Sure we can. Do any of yourr new
friends want to come?

KID 1
No, just you!

KID 2
You' re nore fun daddy.

He hugs both kids at once, smling. They hug back.

FATHER
Al'l right then. Are we readdy to go?
Are you taking your boat?

Kid goes and picks up boat.. A shadow passes by outside the
wi ndow. O C, knock on door. Father turns and | eaves frame. A
door shadow opens and sonmeone is there, but we don’'t see who.
W see kid smling then stunned, shock. O C we hear shuffling
and a thud. A shadow | oons over children. They cower. Kid' s
boat falls fromhis hand. Canera level on floor in front of
unconsci ous Father, eyes still open staring into canera,

si deways.

FADE OUT
2. INT. HOUSE - N GHT
FADE | N

Shel don Haunting is Iying on the floor in front of his
couch, spooked, wrapped up in a bl anket.

3. EXT. ROAD - NI GHT
Title - Shel don Haunting appears Car drives down the road
4. INT. CAR - NI GHT

Liz in driver’s seat.



CAR RADI O
And again, |ooks |ike showeers on
and of f overnight followed by nore
of the sane for Saturday...

Liz turns off the car radioo.
5. EXT. ROAD/ DRI VEWAY - NI GHT
Liz pulls car off the road into driveway.
6. INT. LIVING ROOM - N GHT

The roomis tenporarily illum nated. Sheldon is suddenly lit
by car headlights through the wi ndow shear. He snaps out of
his trance and | ooks up.

7. EXT. YARD - N GHT

Car parks in driveway. Liz gets out of car, slans door, and
wal ks (ghost |ike) toward the house. She passes by canera.
Canmera is still focused on car cooling. O C we hear knocki ng
on front door. Cut to side view of her waiting for answer.

Q C shuffling behind door

LI Z
Shel don?... It’'s Liz.

Li z | ooks behind her at thee dark road. Shel don unl ocks door.
Opens. Liz | ooks back towards him

SHELDON (O. C.)
Hey... cone in.

Liz exits franme. The door ccl oses and | ocks behind. Hold for
a beat on darkness beyond the steps and house.

8. EXT. HOQUSE - NI GHT
Extreme wi de shot of the house.
9. INT. HOUSE - NI GHT

Cl ose Up Shot of black and white novie on TV screen. Liz is
on the phone. It is ringing and she is waiting for someone
on the other line to pick up.

LI Z
So, your parents went away,, huh?

SHEL DON
( Deadpan)
Gone. . .



Shel don | ooks preoccupi edd, nore nervous.

LI Z
H, can | get a |arge peppeeroni and
sausage, with extra sauce?..
Shel don?
( Shel don nods. . .)
No, we’'ll come get it

SHEL DON
(Nervous, cl ose-up)
No! I told you I can’t |eavve the
house!

Shel don | ooks to the wi ndow, the soundtrack of the black and
white filmintensifies.

LIZ (O C)
X, unm actually we will gget that
delivered. Haunting with an H 15
W dows Road. Thanks.

Li z hangs up phone.

SHELDON

Shel don gets up, turns and exits, goes into kitchen taking
his bow and glass with himfromthe table. Liz picks up DVD
case.

SHELDON (O. C.)
Thanks for coming Liz. Hopee you
di dn’t have pl ans.

LI Z
(Calls after)
The girls went down to the Pendul um
but I wasn't up for it tonight.
(The novi e catches
her attention.)
What is this novie | put onn?

Canmera on TV i mages. Strangge show. Strange soundtrack
Shel don returns with drinks of pop. (Fizz rising)

Li z put down the DVD case.

SHELDON (O. C.)
( St andi ng behi nd couch)
Good pick. It’s funny how yyou can
grow up wat chi ng sonet hing over and
over but other people never see it...



LI Z
(Uneasy)
So... What’s up huh?... Youu m ssed
class and the gane. | don’t know

how but they nmanaged to win 6 - 3
wi t hout you.

SHEL DON
Seriously Liz, I think I'"m |o0sing
it. Youll think I'’mcrazy...

Shel don gives her a glass aand sits down next to her.

LI Z
You don’t have to worry aboout that
Shel don.
(Pause)
| already think your crazy..

Shel don picks up DVD case. Liz then quickly pulls the DvD
case away. She puts it on the table. And turns his face
t owar ds her.

LI Z
What is it, M. Haunting?

SHEL DON
Somret hi ng happened. Sonethiing |
wi sh | could get out of ny head.

FLASHBACK, flickers intermix with TV flicker. Soundtrack of
B&W novi e pl ayi ng. I mage gets stronger but slightly
fragnented. V/ O Shel don descri bing chil dhood nenory..

SHELDON (V/ O
... My famly and I. We useed to
vacation. This small town, sane
tinme, every year

10. EXT. WOODS - DAY
...Kids playing with toy guns, running, and stopping to shoot.

SHELDON V/ O
| was playing outlaw with ssone kids
fromthe other cabins. | stayed out
all day. | remenber my num kept
calling me but | didn't want to

stop pl ayi ng.

A few kids run past with tooy guns. Young Shel don follows. He
stops and | ooks back as if he hears someone calling his nane.
He continues to chase other kids. Kids run past a nan
standing with his two children.



Shel don runs towards themm shooting. He stops and | ooks up
at them The father | ooks at Sheldon and smiles slightly.
Shel don | aughs and shoots at them sone nore

SHELDON
Bang! Bang!

Shel don runs past them afteer his friends.
11. (FLASHBACK) EXT. POND - DAY

Young Shel don runs down and stops by pond. He can’'t see his
friends anywhere. He turns and stops short. He | ooks down
into the water

12. INT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
Li z | ooks i nterested.

SHEL DON
| cane to the pond. For sonme reason
| | ooked down into that water.
There was that man, the Father of
t hose two ki ds.

Fl ash of dead body, enpty eeyes staring. Moyves suddenly.
Young Shel don flinches.

SHEL DON
He was dead. But | swear | saw him
nove. That’'s when | renenbered what
he said to ne that day

FATHER
You killed ny famly, Shel ddon.

Fl ash - Young Shel don’s | eggs running through field. Flash -
Pol i ce tape roping off. Flash - Three bodi es on the bank,
the last snmall one being covered |like the others. Flash -
Det ective points and | ooks towards Shel don suspiciously.
13. INT. LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

FADE OUT

Menory. Flickering TV lighht and reality on Sheldon in a
fetal position on his couch.



SHEL DON
The police said they' d beenn m ssing
for five days. The cabin they

rented was enpty. Liz, | saw them
that day. They weren't gone, they
were still there.

(Beat)

| think I saw sonmething | wwasn’t
supposed to.

LI Z
(Vi sibly shaken
| eans back i n couch

to take it all in)
Are you saying you think yoou saw. ..
Wait - how... was it an accident?
SHEL DON

The police linked it to a sseries of
murders by a crazy |ocal they
caught a few days earlier. Wanna
know t he wei rdest part -

(Beat)
the killer’s nanme is Shel doon
Haunt i ng.

Liz is concerned for her owwmnm safety, |ooks at the phone.

LI Z
Look, it was a coincidence.. Lots of
peopl e who do terrible things have
conmon names. |s that what's
bot heri ng you. The name?

SHEL DON
| don’'t have a common nane.. And
it’s nore than just the nane. It’s
that man. The father of those kids.

LI Z
That woul d be pretty traunmatic for
a kid. You probably got some of it
shuffled around in your head. It’s
called a fabricated nenory. It
happens all the tine.

SHEL DON
But it wasn’t just once. Itt happened
again. As nmuch as | resisted ny
parents dragged ne back the next
year, a place a few mles away from
that cabin. | was playing by a
stream when everything went quiet...



14. (FLASHBACK) EXT. WOOCDS - DAY

Flash - nore fragnented - on young Shel don at stream seei ng
the ghost in the water, sane situation.

DEAD FATHER
You killed nmy fam |y Shel doon.

15. INT. LIVING ROOM - N GHHT
Shel don cones back to reality. Shakes his head.

SHEL DON
He cones every year. Last yyear in
the river under the town bridge.
The year before at the rink. He
Thinks | murdered his famly. |

couldn’t even kill a fish.

(Beat)
This year |I'’m staying away from
water. | al nost forget about it

until this time of year, then it
all comes creeping back into ny m nd

Liz | ooks at the TV. Shot oof black and white novie playing.

LI Z
you ever think maybe thhese
il ms you wat ch m ght have sonet hi ng
o0 do wth it?

Shel don gives her a glare aas if to say "seriously"

LI Z (CONT' D)
Stay hone, Shel don. Every yyear, if
you have to. Losing one day of the
year isn’'t so bad if it saves your
sanity.

SHEL DON
You' re probably right. Thannks for
bei ng here. If you knew what you
were in for you probably woul dn’t
have cone, huh?

LI Z
You underestinmate ne. | cann take it.

A touchi ng nonent of silencce, |oud doorbell (bzzzz-dong).
Both junp and scream Liz grabs Shel don, then they relax and
| augh.

LI Z



Liz exits. O C we hear dooor open. Liz re-enters with pizza.

LI Z
Wre alittle short. Do yoou have
four bucks?

Shel don sl unps over | ookingg for his wallet on the table.
Swipes it, wwthdraws a five, gets up and on the way to pay
his share, passes her with pizza.

SHEL DON
Mmmm
16. INT. FOYER - N GAT
SHELDON
Here you go
Shel don is at the door, turrning back fromsnelling the
pizza, holding a bill up to a strange white, wet outstretched
hand. He | ooks up to see... the pizza man neeting his gaze.

He’'s wet fromthe rain, and

DEAD FATHER
You killed ny famly, Shel ddon.

Shel don scranbl es and dropss the noney. He sees a fl ashback
of i mages of events involving the ghost.

17. MONTAGE OF SHORT QUI CK SHOTS | NTERCUT W TH MONEY FALLI NG
IN SIM

18. INT. CABIN - DUSK

CUT TOtoy boat falling into frame and hitting the floor
next to kid' s foot. Father lying on the floor starring
forward. Reverse on the newspaper, slow zoom on headl i nes,
"Local Suspected in Killing Spree - Sheldon Haunting - Town
Shocked..." zoom continues on words Shel don Haunting. Wrds
around it disappear.

CUT TO - face of dying father.
SHELDON S MOTHER (O. C.)

19. EXT - WOODS- DAY

The ghost stands near the lake with the two children. Their
backs are all to the canera. He turns as he hears his
nmurderer’s nane being called out. The ghost | ooks shocked.
He turns his head to |isten.



Shocked and upset and theen gl ares.
FADE OUT

SHELDON S MOTHER V/ O
Shel don Haunti ng!

THE END
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