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SERMON: The Purpose of Christmas




 26 December 1999

INTRODUCTION: THE REASON FOR THE SEASON
  I. PSALM 40:6-8

A. THEME: PERSEVERANCE IN FAITHFULNESS IS GRACIOUSLY REWARDED (1,17; see Rom.10:11; Heb.10:39)

B. FAITHFULNESS IS NOT MERE SACRIFICE (6a,c; see Is.1:11f)

C. FAITHFULNESS IS OBEDIENCE (see 1Sam.15:22; see 3,15; see Num.15:27-31; Jer.7:22,23; Hos.6:6; Mt.9:13; 12:7; Mk.12:33)

1. ears to hear (dug, 6; see Is.50:5; Mt.13:9,16; Rev.2:7,etc.; see 2Tm.2:21; Lk.8:14)

2. mouth to confess (7a; see Jn.13:17; Eph.2:10; 4:1; 5:2,8,15)
3. book to read (7b; see Dt.17:18f; see 2Tim.3:14-17)

4. heart to respond (8; see Ps.1:2; 119:70,etc)

II. HEBREWS 10:5-9

A. THEME: ANIMAL SACRIFICES PICTURE, NOT ACCOMPLISH, FORGIVENESS (10:1-4)

B. ANIMAL SACRIFICES DO NOT ACCOMPLISH FORGIVENESS FOR HUMAN SINNERS (10:5a,6; see 11; see 10:9,10,13; 23f; see Ps.40:6a,c)

C. HUMAN SACRIFICE DOES ACCOMPLISH FORGIVENESS FOR HUMAN SINNERS (9:26,14)

1. comes into the world (incarnation; 5; see 7=Ps.40:7a; see Jn.1:9; 3:17,19; 11:27; esp. Jn.16:21 & 18:37; see 1Tm.1:15)

2. a body prepared for obedience (5,7; LXX (Greek OT) interpretive paraphrase translation of Ps.40:6; see Jn.4:34; 8:29; see 2Cor.5:10; Phil.2:5-8)

3. obedience that is according to the Scriptures (7; Rom.10:4; see Jn.19:28; Mt.3:15)
4. obedience that is completed in sacrifice (10; see 9:26,12f; 2:14f; Phil.2:8; see Is.50:5f; Ps.51:14-19; Rom.12:1,2; Mt.10:22; 24:13; Mk.8:34f; Rev.2:10,11)

5. reality displaces picture (9-18; see 1,2)

III. THE PURPOSE OF CHRISTMAS
A. THE PURPOSE OF THE INCARNATION IS ATONEMENT (“for us”; Heb.5:8,9; 2:14;  2Cor.5:21; Rom.5:8; 4:25; Eph.2:5,6; 1:22; Heb.7:25; Rom.8:34/ summary: Mk.10:45/ see 1Cor.11:24,25)

B. THE INCARNATION IS MANNA FROM HEAVEN AND WATER FROM THE ROCK.  EAT, DRINK AND BE SAVED! (Jn.6:33-35,40&54; 1Cor.10:3,4,16; see Phil.2:5f)

C. THE INCARNATION DEMONSTRATES THE IMPORTANCE OF YOUR BODY AND WHAT YOU DO WITH IT (1Tm.4:4; 2Cor.5:10; see resurrection; Jn.5:28,29; see 1Cor.6:18-20)

D. REMEMBER THE PRIORITY OF OBEDIENCE AND THE PURPOSE OF SACRIFICE (Ps.40:6-8; 51:16-19; 1Sam.15:22; see Num.15:27-31; Heb.10:26f; see Lk.17:3; Jn.8:11; Rom.6:1f; Eph.2:10)

E. REMEMBER WHERE OBEDIENCE IS DEFINED (7; see 2Tim.3:16,17)

F. THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE PURPOSE OF CHRISTMAS (Heb.10:18&19f,26f; 32f; see chps.11-13)
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