SCRIPTURE: Matthew 2:1-13 (Page 1142); Numbers 24:10-25 (Page 198)

SERMON: See His Star!






 19 December 1999

INTRODUCTION: THE STARRY SKY OF CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
  I. STARS IN DIVINE REVELATION
A. LITERAL REFERENCE

1. star: any luminous, non-terrestrial body other than the sun and the moon (Gen.1:16; 37:9; Ps.148:3)

2. created, placed and ruled by God (Gen.1:16; Job 22:12; Ps.8:3; Is.40:26; Jer.31:35; contra Jude 13)

3. to rule the night (Gen.1:14f; Ps.136:9; see Num.24:17)

4. to mark the day, seasons (Gen.1:14f; see Acts 27:20; see Is.14:12,13; 2 Pet. 1:19; Rev. 2:28; 22:16)

5. to glorify God (Ps.148:3-6; see Ps.19:1; 136:9; Job.22:12; 25:5; Gen.15:5; see 1Cor.15:41)

B. LITERARY USES

1. immense number (Gen.15:5, etc., Dt.1:10; 10:22; 1Chr.27:23; Heb.11:12; yet Ps.147:4)
2. rule: exaltation and humiliation (Gen.37:9f; Num.24:17; Judg.5:19,20; Dan.12:3; see Gen.1:14f and Is.13:10; 14:12f; 34:4; Ezek.32:7; Dan.8:10; Joel 2:10; 3:15; Obad. 4; Mt.24:29; Rev.6:13; 8:10f; 9:1; 12:4; see Lk.14:11; 18:14)

3. stars & angels (Job 38:7; see Dt.4:19; 1Kngs.22:19; Rev.1:20,etc.; see Dan.10:13,20,21)

 II. STARS IN HUMAN PHILOSOPHY
A. WITNESSES TO THE SEASONS (astronomy; especially Egyptians, Babylonians; Greeks, mathematics)

B. EVIDENCES OF DIVINITY AND CREATION (all cultures; i.e., design; see Rom.1:20f; Ps.19:1)

C. THE ABOMINABLE EXCHANGE 

1. astronomy (Rom.1:19,20; Ps.19:1)

2. astrology: horoscopes (divination; Dt.18:11/15; Is.2:6; 47:13,11f; Jer.10:2f; see Dan.2:2,etc.)

3. astrolatry (Dt.4:19; Jer.7;18; 8:2; Amos 5:26=Acts 7:43; Jupiter=Marduk, Jer.50:2; our planet names = gods of pagan Rome; see Ps.102:25f)

III. THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM
A. THE TESTIMONY (Mt.2)

1. magi from the east (1; see Dan.2:2,etc.; Gen.41:8; Ex.7:11; see Acts 8:9; 13:6)

2. Jerusalem: the city of the Great King (2; see Mt.5:35)

3. saw His star in east/rising (2; see Num.24:17 (Gen.49:10); 2Pt.1:19; Rev.2:28:; 22:16)

4. came to worship Him (2,11; see 1Kngs.10:1-13; Is.60:3.1f)

5. birthplace marked from Scripture (3-6; see Mal.5:2; 2Sam.5:2)

6. went on before them until… (9a)

7. …until it stood over where the Child was (9b)

8. gifts (11; see Ps.72:10,11,15; see Is.60:3 & 5,11; 61:6; see Rev.21:24)

9. warned by God in a dream (12)

(completed on reverse)
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B. THE PHENOMENON

1. theological background: Messianic expectation

a. Jewish exiles in Assyria and Babylonia (e.g., Daniel among the magi; Dan.2:12f,48)


b. Roman consciousness of Jewish Messiah (Josephus of Vespasian-from east, rule all)

c. God-fearers in the synagogues throughout the Roman empire (see Jn.12:20; Acts 10:1f; 13:16,26,43f; 17:17)

2. astronomical explanations

a. comet, falling star: but = bad news (Halley’s, 11 B.C.; another in 4 B.C.; see Mk.13:25; Is.14:12,13)

b a conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn (7 B.C., Johannes Kepler, 1570-1630 A.D.; Jewish astrological tradition re: this conjunction; Jupiter-kings; Saturn-Jews; magi and constellation at birth of “the destroyer of Asia”; i.e., Alexander the Great)

c. a (super)nova (5-4 B.C., Chinese records)

3. astrological explanation

a. the movement of Jupiter in Aries, April 17-December 19, 6 B.C. (Molnar, c.2000)

b. Jupiter=kings; Aries = Jews

c. Jupiter arose in the east of Aries (April 17)

d. moved to west: stationary (August 23)

e. moved to east of Aries (August-December; “went before”)

f. stationary in Aries (December 19; “stood over”)
g. Roman astrologer confirmed these astrological events

4. unique explanation (see 12 with 1:20; 2:13,19,22; 27:19; see Lk.2:9; 9:31,32; Acts9:3; Ex.13:21,22; see Is.47:13)

C. THE THEOLOGY

1. the Savior of the world (Lk.2:32=Is.9:2; 42:6; 49:6,9; 51:4; 60:1-3; Ps.72:10,11,15; see Acts 13:47; 26:23)

2. seeking or sought (1Chr.28:9; 2Chr.15:2; Lk.11:9,13; see Mt.2:1f!; OR Rom.9:25,26,30; 10:16-21

3. light to those in darkness (Lk.2:32 = Is.9:1f; 8:19f)

4. blindness to those who refused to see (Mt.2:8f,16f versus 2:1f; see Rom.10:20,21; Mt.13:15; Jn.9:41)

IV. SEE HIS STAR!

A. SEE HIS STAR AND WORSHIP HIM! (Mt.2:2; see Heb.7:26; see Eph.1:19-22;  Phil.2:5-11; Ps.2:6f; 110:1f; see Num.24:17; 2Pt.1:19; Rev.2:28; 22:16)

B. BE HIS STARS TO LEAD OTHERS TO WORSHIP HIM! (Mt.5:16; 28:18-20; see 2:2,9; see Ex.13:21,22; see 1Pt.2:12; see Eph.2:10; Col.2:9,10)

Prepared by Teaching Elder Kit Swartz  The Reformed Presbyterian Church  See Ephesians 4:11,12; 1 Timothy 4:12-16; 5:17; Ezra 7:10.  Audio tapes available.

Questions/Comments: PO Box 42  Oswego, NY 13126-0042  (315) 343-7112    www.geocities.com/Athens/Forum/5257   OswegoRPC@hotmail.com    Page 2.

