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  I. INTRODUCTION
A. PERSONAL APPLICATION (“What it means to me”; “I like to think that it means”)

“I like to think that i

(see 2Pt.1:20,21&19)

an important question, but not the first question

B. SYMPTOMS IN THE FOUR MAJOR APPROACHES TO THE BOOK OF REVELATION

each disallowing anything from the other approaches

“What is your approach?”; what is your position

1. preterist:
it’s all about the past (fall of Jerusalem; some include the fall of Rome)

2. historicist: 
it’s all about the present (between Comings; usually up to time of commentator)

3. futurist: 
it’s all about the future (at second coming, which follows immediately)

4. idealist: 
it’s all about the principle (heavenly visions to be applied to earthly affairs)

i.e., not allow any applications in the text itself

C. FIRST THINGS FIRST! (2Pt.1:20,21)

IMPORTANT NOTES HERE!

1. let God’s word speak for itself; i.e.; let the Spirit speak for Himself and don’t require Him to fit into your interpretive framework; be prepared to accept evidence that contradicts your general approach

2. READ  quotations from commentators

THESIS

 II. DIVINE INSPIRATION REQUIRES DIVINE ILLUMINATION
inspiration covers both parable and explanation; vision and explanation

divine incarnation, divine 

Spirit brings Christ into the world; the Spirit brings the world to Christ

A. STICK WITH IT UNTIL THE LIGHT TURNS ON IN YOUR HEARTS (2Pt.1:20,21 & 19)

2Pt.1:20,21; therefore 19? i.e., in your hearts; that you see the hidden in the light; that you see the future in the present; that you see heaven on earth; 

Rom8; Is.30 ie, speaks in our hearts

B. WORDS:  EARS TO HEAR, SOMEONE TO INTERPRET AND
 SOMEONE TO TEACH OUR HEARTS (Mt.13:16&18f; Lk.24:45&27,32,44; 

and Jn.14:26; 1Jn.2:20,27; Neh.9:20,30; 1Th.4:8,9; 1:6; see Rom.8:15,16; Is.30:21)

NOT MYSTICISM; IE, ONLY AN INNER VOICE; BUT NOT RATIONALISM EITHER: ONLY METHODS OF INTERPRETATION MECHANICALLY APPLIED

METHODS OF INTERPRETATION APPLIED IN A DISCIPLINED FASHION UNDER THAT GUIDANCE AND DIRECTION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

regeneration, revelation, illumination

SOMEONE TO EXPLAIN: I.E., EXPLAIN IN OUR HEARTS; TEACH US; i.e., Christ: to ears and in hearts by the Spirit; 

see 11/7/99; II.C

and someone to turn on the sound? how this different than someone to explain?

C. VISIONS: EYES TO SEE, SOMEONE TO INTERPRET AND
SOMEONE TO TEACH OUR HEARTS 

FOR PREACHING: SELECT TWO CLEAREST PROOFS (EZEKIEL AND DANIEL) AND THEN REVELATION

I.E., SPIRIT ILLUMINED THE PROPHETS TO UNDERSTAND THE VISIONS BEFORE THEY SPOKE BY THE SPIRIT!

NOT AUTOMATIC WITH VISION AND INTERPRETER AND IN A REGENERATED CONDITION

PROBLEM: heavenly mediators not explain it in our hearts!

any elements of in our hearts in the visions?
BUT!  still need someone to explain it in our hearts; i.e., the work of the Holy Spirit

any of this with the visions?

1. Isaiah 6:1,3 & 7 (see Dan.10:16)

vision, interpretation, application

2. Ezekiel 1:1,26-2:1f & 2:2; 3:12,24; see 8:3b,2a & 3a (11:1,5,24); see 40:2,3 & 43:5

vision, interpreter, Spirit

lifted and set on feet: i.e., enabled to receive the vision with understanding

40:2,3 & 43:5: i.e., 40:2,3 brought me = Sp implied

the appearance of a man AND the work of the Spirit

the Spirit to understand, not just to speak: illumination then spoke!

3. Daniel 7:1,16f; 8:1,16f; 9:21,22; 10:5,14; and 10:10,16,18 (Ezk.2:2); see 4:8,9,18; 5:11,14

vision, interpreter; vision, interpreter and Spirit

not in visions!; i.e., assumed?! (esp. as earlier chapters had set out)

4. Zechariah 1:8 (chps.1-6); 1:13(chps.1-6); and (4:6); 7:12

Zech. 1:9, Zech. 1:13, Zech. 1:14, Zech. 1:19, Zech. 2:3, Zech. 4:1, Zech. 4:4, Zech. 4:5, Zech. 5:5, Zech. 5:10, Zech. 6:4

5. Revelation 1:1,2; 12; & 10; 4:1a,1b & 2a;  see 17:1b; 1a & 3; see 21:9b,9a & 10a

vision, interpreter, Spirit

D. BEWARE OF THE SPIRIT OF FALSE PROPHECY! (Jer.23:16,26,36; Ezk.13:2,3,17; 2Pt.1:20,21&19 with 2:1f; see Dt.4:28; 27:15; 31:29; 1Kngs.16:7; 2Kngs.19:18; 22:17; 2Chr.32:19; Is.2:8; Jer.10:3,9; Hos.14:3; Mic.5:13; compare! Ex.4:12,15; Is.51;16; 59:21; Jer.1:9; 5:14)

READ QUOTE FROM SWETE!

i.e. interpreting the Bible by your own spirit // false prophets prophecying by their own spirit

INTERPRETING FROM THEIR OWN INSPIRATION; I.E., UNDERSTANDING THE HOLY SPIRIT BY MEANS OF THE MERE HUMAN SPIRIT

INTERPRETER OF FALSE APPLIER 

FALSE PROPHETS//FALSE INTERPRETERS: YOUR OWN MIND VS. MIND OF GOD

2Pt.1&2

Ezk.,Jer.; 

// made with hands; i.e., idolatry

therefore, end of Ps.19

B. A WORK OF GOD

1Cor.2; see Lk.24 with apoc. below!; Ps.119:18 unveil my eyes

Got Ears? also: Got a Guide, Interpreter? (i.e. the Holy Spirit speaking in the Scriptures)

HS not only gives us ears to hear, but speaks to us through the Scriptures

Is.30:21; see refs.

Rom.8:15,16; esp.1Jn.2:20,27; Neh.9:20   see notes at these places;  see Jn.14:26

III. KEEP FIRST THINGS FIRST!

A. INTERPRET THE BIBLE BEFORE YOU APPLY IT TO YOUR LIFE! (see 2Pt.1:20,21 & 19)

what it means before what it means to me

B. LET THE SPIRIT SPEAK FOR HIMSELF.  DON’T PUT YOUR WORDS IN GOD’S MOUTH! (Jer.23:16,26,36; see Jer.1:9; 5:14; see II,D above)

READ QUOTES FROM SWETE AND BEALE

C. PROVISIONAL OUTLINE FOR SERIES THROUGH REVELATION

1. what it means in its original OT use (Bible study)

2. what it means in John’s use in Revelation (Bible study and sermon)

3. how it applies to our lives (sermon)

D. PRAY THAT THE SPIRIT WILL TEACH US! (1Jn.2:20,27; Neh.9:20,30; Rev.1:10; see Lk.11:13)

INTERPRET BY THE SPIRIT AND APPLY BY THE SPIRIT (Lk.11

SEE RESUME HERE BELOW

INTRODUCTION: PICTURES SPARK THE IMAGINATION

art critics; movie critics; etc.; guy from Saturday night live; made up his story as he went along; whatever sounded good to him at the time

beast = pope/papacy; Frederick I, Napolean, Hitler

scorpions = helicopters

mother of harlots = Hollywood

THE FOUR MAJOR APPROACHES TO THE BOOK OF REVELATION

A. PRETERIST: PAST HISTORY

1. virtually everything is about events prior to the destruction of Jerusalem and/or Rome

2. evidences: conflicts with Jews and pagans; allusions to Nero; temple still standing

3. problem: clear references to THE End (Rev.19-22; see 1Th.4; 2Th.2)

B. HISTORICIST: PRESENT HISTORY

1. beginning = from apostolic churches and end = second coming

2. therefore virtually everything in between in the book is about everything in between in history

3. problem: really? (does not necessarily follow; e.g., progressive parallelism in STB)

C. FUTURIST: FUTURE HISTORY

1. virtually everything is about events immediately associated with the second coming

2. 1:19= past (1), present (2,3 or 1-5), future (4-22; or 6-22)

3. problem: really? (does not necessarily follow; Daniel’s; some near, defined; some remote, undefined)

D. IDEALIST: SUPER HISTORY

1. virtually everything is revealed in heavenly visions

2. therefore virtually everything involves principles of a philosophy of history that can be applied to any period

3. problem: really? (does not necessarily follow; e.g., Daniel!!!; some were applications themeselves!; eg. Dan.4 vs. Neb. pride)

E. COMMON PROBLEM

1. Western, rationalistic consistency (a certain kind of order; i.e., consecutive); a huge, integrated picture vs. pictures in a gallery on a common theme

2. e.g., Bible: no chronologically arranged, but generally by literary type; i.e., Law, prophets, Psalms (Heb.; English: law, psalms, prophets); NT Gospels Acts Letters Apocalypse (but also generally chronolgically arranged, but not Paul’s letters; arranged mainly by size like books on a shelf)

3. each approach sees evidences for an approach and extends it to the whole book, whereas it would seem prudent from 1:19, so allow for the possibility of past, present and/or future elements in any particular text (see quotes)

INTERPRETATION

old and new hermeneutic: listen and speak

2Pt.1,etc.

heavenly mediator

false prophet (liability to all! see Swete)

RESUME HERE

Prepared by Teaching Elder Kit Swartz  The Reformed Presbyterian Church  See Ephesians 4:11,12; 1 Timothy 4:12-16; 5:17; Ezra 7:10.  Audio tapes available.

Questions/Comments: P.O. Box 42  Oswego, NY 13126-0042  (315) 343-7112    www.geocities.com/Athens/Forum/5257    OswegoRPC@hotmail.com    Page 1.

