SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 40:1-11 (Page 859); 1 Peter 1:1-25 (Page 1438)
SERMON: The Rich Root of the Olive Tree!



    14 November 1999

buried: dig up Mt.13; don’t bury precious gifts Mt.25

Ps.119B; 19B

Mt.13:17,44; 1Pt.1

INTRODUCTION: OLD TESTAMENT SYMBOLISM (see 11/7/99 sermon outline)

use of OT (last week: symbolism; this week, i.e., OT! symbolism)

note Philip Yancey’s “discovery”(revelation)! here and/or introduction

i.e., The Bible Jesus Used

  I. THE USE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
A. IN THE LAW

1. the rule of faith (Dt.13:1-11; 4,5,10 with 5:6f; see Gal.1:8)

2. the rule of life (Dt.6:4-9)

3. the rule of rulers (Dt.17:18-20; see Josh.8:31; 2Chr.23:18; 25:4)
B. IN THE PSALMS

1. the song of Moses (Ps.90,see title; see Ex.15; Dt.32; Rev.15:1f)

songs as climax of individual prophecies; see BST outline, 11/10/99; e.g., Moses,Dt.32; each book of Psalms; in Isaiah (see Beale, Revel. comm.; use of OT)

2. the law of Moses (Ps.19:7f; 119 all; 103:7f)

3. the promises to David (Ps.89:3f; 132:11,12; see 2,72,110; see 22,45)

C. IN THE PROPHETS

1. the law of Moses (Dan.9:11,13; Mal.4:4; see Jer.25:6; see Jer.7:9; 23:14; Hos.4:2)

2. the words of David (2Chr.6:4; 8:14; 23:18; 29:25-30; 35:4,15; see 2Sam.23:1)

see Jer-idol; see Jer.immoraltiy

2. the promises to David (Is.9:7; 16:5; 22:22; 55:3; Jer.23:5; 33:15f; Ezk.34:23,24; 37:24,25; Hos.3:5; 

Amos 9:11; Zech.12:7f; 13:1)

3. the ordinances of David (see 2Chr.6:4; 8:14; 23:18; 29:25-30; 35:4,15; see 2Sam.23:1)

2. the words of David (2Chr.6:4; 8:14; 23:18; 29:25-30; 35:4,15; see 2Sam.23:1)

II. THE USE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
A. IN THE GOSPELS

1. Jesus (Mt.4:4,(6),7,10; 5:17f; 21:13; 26:31(54,56); Mk.7:6; Lk.24:46; Jn.6:31,45; (13:18); 15:25; 17:12)

not because He did not have authority to speak on His own, but to show His submission to the Father and His fulfillment of the OT

ital = fulfill; rest=written

2. “as it is written” (Mk.1:2; Lk.2:23; 3:4; Jn.12:14,15)

3. “Scripture fulfilled” (Mt.1:22; 2:15,17,23; 4:14; 5:17; 8:17; 12:17; 13:35; 21:4; 27:9; Mk.14:49; 15:28; Lk.4:21; 21:22; 22:37; 24:44; Jn. 12:38; 18:9,32; 19:24,28,36)

2. Matthew (Mt.11:10; 3. Mark4. Luke5. John (!)

4. note: Satan! (Mt.4:6; see 2Cor.11:14; see Dt.13:1f; see Lk.24:45; Mt.13:16; Lk.11:13)

B. IN THE ACTS (Acts 1:16-20)

1. Peter (Acts 1:20; 2:17f,25f,30,31,34; 3:18; 4:25)

2. Stephen (Acts 7:3,5-7,18,28-35,37,40,42,43,49)

3. Philip (Acts 8:35)

4. James (Acts 15:13-18)

5. Paul: proof (Acts 13:27,33; 17:2,3; 18:5; see 23:5; 24:14)

6. Apollos: power (Acts 18:28,24f)

7. Bereans: paradigm (Acts 17:11)

i.e.; to show side by side; that by which all else is measured; rule of faith and life 

C. IN THE LETTERS

1. Paul (Rom.1:17; 2:24; 3:4,10; 4:17; 8:36; 9:13,33; 10:15; 11:8,9,26; 12:19; 14:11; 15:3,9,21; 1Cor.1:19,31; 2:9; 3:19; 9:9; 10:7; 14:21; 15:45; 2Cor.8:15; 9:98; Gal.3:10,13; 4:22,27; 5:14; Eph.2:17; 4:8,25,26; 5:14,31; 6:2,3,14,15,17; Phil.2:10; 1Tm.5:18)

Rom.11; root (use this in III)

used to persuade vs. encourage?

2. Hebrews: angels, Moses, Aaron, Melchizedek, priesthood, tabernacle, sacrifices, covenant, biographies (many quotations; a few extensive;e.g., Heb.1:5-14; 8:8f)

3. others (Jms.2:8,11,23; 4:6; 1Pt.1:16,24,25; 2:6-8,22; 3:10-12,14; 4:18; see Jd.)

Heb.-angels, Moses, Aaron, Melchizedek, tabernacle, covenant, biographies

D. IN THE REVELATION

the knowledge of the OT is assumed

1. OT allusions: 278/404 verses (Swete); range: 195-1000; most of any NT book

2. Law, Prophets & Psalms; most of the books; more than half from Psalms, Isaiah, Ezekiel

3. Daniel & Ezekiel most influential; Daniel most references for size

4. stream of allusions vs. references (e.g., “written”, “saying”, “fulfilled”)

such a complete and thorough use of the OT that there is no need for, or means of, introduction

5. strategic reminders: Dan.2:28,29 in Rev.1:1(intro); 1:19(Letters); 4:1(Visions); 22:6 (conclusion)

reference to the OT is explicit; e.g. structural references (like beeps in a phone conversation; this conversation is being taped; this book has reference to the OT); e.g., Dan.2; Ps.2; “prophecy” (intro/concl)

(completed on reverse)
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III. THE RICH ROOT OF THE OLIVE TREE! (Rom.11:17; see 9:4; Eph.2:11f; Ps.147:20)

note Philip Yancey’s “discovery”! here and/or introduction?

A. THE O.T. IS THE ROOT OF OUR FAITH!  DRINK DEEPLY!

1. the Spirit using the former prophets to build further with the latter prophets (e.g., the Savior: son of Adam, son of Abraham, son of David, Son of God; see Lk.3:23-38; Mt.1:17)

2. the Bible is an organic whole and must be understood as explaining itself (2Pt.1:20,21; see 2Tm.3:16; Is.40:1f)

NT explains; OT what is explained; Revelatoin: explanation; OT what is explained????

3. same visions, progressive explanations? (Is.6:1f (739BC; Jn.12:41; Rev.4:1f); Ezk.1:1f (593BC; Rev.1:12f); 

Dan.7:9f (553BC; Rev.1:7,14); Rev.1:9f (95AD?); see Jn.8:56?!; see 1Jn.1:1f with Mk.9:2f; Acts 1:9; see Eph.3:5,6)

2Tm.3; 2Pt.1; Eph.3; see Rom.11; patriarchs; i.e., as have them in the Scriptures

stability; food

point: neglect it and your faith and life will dry up like a tree cut off at the roots; dig around in it; sink your roots deeply into it; appreciate the singing of the Psalms for this reason also

the continuity and progress of revelation; continuity = credibility (Dt.13; Acts 17); progress = enlargement (i.e., Eph.3; 2Pt.3; i.e., saw same things but understood more about them; see BW visions; e.g., Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel; Paul? John

4. drink deeply! (2Tm.3:14-17; see 2Pt.3:16; Rev.1:3)

NT = Scripture by association and expansion of OT

B. THE O.T. WAS WRITTEN PRIMARILY FOR CHRISTIANS!  BE A GOOD STEWARD OF THIS PRICELESS GIFT! (1Pt.1:10-12; see Rom.15:4; 1Cor.10:11; Mt.13:17; see Mt.25:18,24f; see Rev.1:3&22:7)

for our instruction; end of ages has come; Rom.15:4; 1Cor.10:11; Mt.13

point: neglect it and your despise the gift and the Giver! (Mt.25)

Rev.1:3 & 22:7 – Rev. is a priceless gift not to be buried or neglected!

C. THE O.T. IS THE KEY FOR UNDERSTANDING THE REVELATION TO JOHN!  

STUDY THE O.T. IN ORDER TO RIGHTLY UNDERSTAND THE REVELATION! 

(stream of OT images; declaration in Rev.1:3 (prophecy); strategic reminders of Dan.2:28,29 in Rev.1:1; 1:19; 4:1; 22:6)

point: neglect it and you will use the wrong decoding manual (e.g., NYTimes, Jerusalem Post) and end up with all sorts of weird messages!

D. CHRIST IS THE POINT OF THE WHOLE BIBLE!  LOOK FOR THE POINT WHEREVER YOU READ IN THE BIBLE! (Lk.24:27,44,45; Jn.5:39,46; 12:41; Acts 2:25f; Heb.5:5-7=Ps.2:7; 110:4; Heb.10:7=Ps.40:7,8; etc.!; OT   >Christ<   NT)

written for our encouragement

2Tm. = OT; 2Pt.3 = NT included with

quotations by Christ (Lk.24:44; e.g., Mt.4,13, 15; Jn.5,Moses; Jn.8; of Ps.110; of Dan.7; of Is.by Mt., Acts, Heb, etc.
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