SCRIPTURE: Matthew 13:1-23 (Page 1157); Isaiah 6:1-13 (Page 821)
SERMON: Got Ears?







      7 November 1999

LATER: I.E., AT END, AT III.; INTRODUCTION: GOT MILK?

BOTH PLACES?!

peanut butter/phone, cookies/body cast, cereal/sealed environment

ears with sounds; eyes with sights; hearts with motives (corrective/confirming)

INTRODUCTION: GOT MILK?
  I. REVELATION IS A SYMBOLIC BOOK
A. BY DECLARATION (Rev.1:1,2; 22:6,8; see 13:13; see Jn.12:33; 18:32; 21:19; see Heb.2:4)

B. BY INFERENCE: MYSTERY (Rev.1:20; 10:7; 17:5,7), SPIRITUAL (Rev.11:8), WISDOM (Rev.13:18; 17:9)
(see Beale, BST)

pictures interpreted by declaration or context

C. BY ASSOCIATION WITH DANIEL (“revelation... God showed... what must come to pass... and he made known(signified)...”; Rev.1:1 & Dan.2:28-30,45 only; Daniel, i.e., visions: statue, tree, beasts; chps.2,4,6-12)

D. BY ASSOCIATION WITH PARABLES

1. parable: symbolic story (Mt.13:3,10,24,31,33-36,(44f),53; and Mt.11:14,15(Lk.1:17); 13:9&10-23; compare Mt.13:3&9(1-43) with 13:44&51(44-53); see parallels in Mark, Luke; “pictures with a (sharp) point”)

Dict.Jesus& Gospels; parable; 2 levels of meaning [i.e., sign (level one) and signified (level two)]

2. Revelation: symbolic letters! (2:7,11,17,29; 3:6,13,22) and visions (13:9,1f; see 18,11f)

E. BY NECESSITY (Rev.(1:16); 4:1,2; 8:1; 9:1; 10;1; (11:1); 12:1; 14:2; 15:1; 18:1; 19:1; 20:1; 21:2; (22:1); see Ezk.1:1; 8:3; Dan.7:2,13; see 2Cor.12:2,4; Heb.9:23)

parable: two levels of meaning; here: earthly and heavenly; mystical, spiritual

i.e., visions of heaven; analog vs. digital; metaphors, similes and other comparisons to describe the unknown in terms of the known

not see into future, but into heaven (may include future)

II. THE PURPOSE & FUNCTION OF SYMBOLISM
A. PURPOSE: A DOUBLE-EDGED SWORD (Jn.9:39-41&37,38; Mt.13:10f with Is.6:9,10; Ezk.3:26,27)

1. give sight to the blind; 2. blind the sighted

parable: two levels of meaning: blind some with the first level so not see second; illumine some with the first level so do see the second

blind man: saw Christ and worshipped Him = sees

Pharisees: saw Christ and rejected Him = blind

blind with the obvious story so can’t see the point; illumine with the story so are enabled to see the point

B. SPIRITUAL SENSES NEEDED: EYES, EARS & HEARTS (Mt.13:10-17; Is.6:9,10)

1. the heart of the matter (Mt.13:15=Is.6:10; see Ex.9:7,12,34,35 esp. with Rev.15,16; Exodus plagues; 2Th.2:10f)

Pharoah saw Gods works and did not worship Him (plagues of Egypt in Revelation!); see Jn.9:39-41&37,38 in A. above

2. the grace of God (Mt.13:11,12,16; see Eph.2:1; Ezk.11:19=36:26; Mk.7:34,35)

the eyes and ears of faith to hear the words and see the visions with understanding and for faithfulness

3. the work of the Holy Spirit (see 2Pt.1:20,21 & 1Cor.2:14f; see Lk.24:45; see Lk.11:13)

Mt.13; Is.6

ie. the heart is at the heart (chiasm) of the matter; if it not alive, then ears and eyes don’t work (i.e., outer/inner; brain dead = ears, eyes not work)

i.e., the gift of faith; life from the dead; eyes to see; ears to hear

nature: dead in sin; close eyes to the truth see 2Th.2 also

Christ prepared to hear; we prepared in Him (ps.40)

1Cor.2; receive by Spirit as given by Spirit (see Lk.11)

4. the evidence of hearing (Mt.13:23,20f; Rev.2:7,etc; 13:9,10; 15:2)

C. AUTHOR/IZED EXPLANATION REQUIRED (see Lk.24:27,32,44,45)

symbols require explanation by the one who gave the symbol (author; painter; ETC.)

1. parables require explanation by the Author (Mt.13:9&18f; 36f; 15:15)

2. visions require interpretation by the Author (Dan.2:27-30f,36f,47; 4:2,3,6f; 5:11f; 7:16f; 8:16,17,20; 9:22; Rev.1:20; see 2:14,20; 5:8; 11:4; etc.!)

3. beware of unAuthorized explanations! (see Dan.2:9,27)

Dan.2:9!; only too willing to make a living by guessing!

interpreting Revelation with reference to contemporary events is unauthorized; the “code book” for the interpretation of Revelation is the rest of the Bible; the symbols he uses are explained in their original Scriptural context; that and that alone is the biblical interpretation

1. are therefore susceptible to willful interpretations

2. many guesses; one truth

3. Mt.13; explain to us; He explained

4. Daniel 8; Persia, Greece; Rev.1; churches, angels

5. Lk.24:34?,44

6. e.g., cross: threefold explanation ahead of time (see Mark; esp. 10:45)

hear = bear fruit!!! Mt.13

hear = overcome Rev.2,3; 13:9,1015”2.

III. GOT EARS?
peanut butter/phone, cookies/body cast, cereal/sealed environment

ears with sounds; eyes with sights; hearts with motives (corrective/confirming)

A. DON’T HARDEN YOUR HEARTS AND DEAFEN YOUR EARS! (Ps.95:8,6f; Mt.13:15=Is.6:10; see Ex.9:7,12,34,35; Jn.9:39-41&37,38; see 1Tm.1:5,18; see 2Th.2:9f)

 see Ex.9:7,12,34,35; Jn.Ex, Rom.9; see refs to conscience; e.g.; Pharoah, Saul: did what they knew, confessed was wrong!  destroyed themselves in blind wickedness; e.g., Pharoah into the depths of the sea

Pharoah, wilderness generation, Pharisees: saw works, hardened hearts by not worshipping God and became completely blind; heard words and hardened hearts by not worshipping Him and became completely deaf

B. ASK FOR A NEW HEART AND EARS OPENED TO HEAR! (Mt.13:11,12,16; see Eph.2:1; Ezk.11:19=36:26; Mk.7:34,35; see v.32)

Mk.7:32 – pray for others that the Lord would give them ears to hear!

ASK FOR SAVING FAITH Lk.11; Eph.2; A NEW HEART (stone/flesh) WITH EARS TO HEAR AND EYES TO SEE before you leave this building; find a corner and pray; need help, see me or someone you trust

I want to receive my sight!

1. hear God’s words, see His deeds, and worship Him (Jn.9:37,38; Rev.1:9f,17; 4:1f; 5:1f; 22:22)

2. believe what you know is true and do what you know is right (Mt.13:9,18f,23; Rev.2:7,etc.; 13:9,10)

C. ESPECIALLY BECAUSE THE BOOK OF REVELATION IS A SYMBOLIC BOOK, ASK FOR AN EXPLANATION! (Mt.13:9,18f; 36f; 15:15; Rev.1:20; 5:5; see Lk.24:45)

 in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day; inspiration; 2Pt.1// illumination 1Cor.2; Mt.13 explain to us; Lk.24; opened their minds to understand; see esp. Rev.13:18; 17:9

D. ALWAYS PRAY FOR UNDERSTANDING BEFORE YOU OPEN THE WORD, WHILE YOU READ AND STUDY IT AND PRAY FOR FAITHFULNESS AFTER YOU CLOSE IT! (Ps.86:11a&b; Mt.13:18,23; Rev.1:3 & 22:7)

DO SO IMMEDIATELY PRIOR/AFTER SERMON

Ps.86: Thy way teach me Lord, I will walk in Thy truth; Mt.13; hear... fruit with perseverance  (hear... overcome)

1:3 & 22:7 – blessed those who hear and heed; understand and do
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