SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 12:18-29 (Page 1432); Isaiah 6:1-7 (Page 821)
SERMON: Worship God with Reverence!




       31 October 1999

INTRODUCTION: SUFFERING FROM IRREVERENCE? (see Ps.139:23,24)

A. SYMPTOMS: APPEARANCE & BEHAVIOR

appearance: “Sunday best”; showing respect for God in what you wear; get dressed up for Him; “going to heaven”!

behavior: talking to your friends, thinking about other things, sleeping

B. POSSIBLE CONTRIBUTING CAUSES

1. overreaction to superstition

ignorant fear/informed fearlessness

fear of the unknown; afraid because you do not know what is going on; learn what is going on and lose that fear that comes out of ignorance 

2. overreaction to hypocrisy

pretending reverence; playing a role; 

D. THE BOLDNESS OF REALISM

E. A DOWNSIDE OF HUMOR

from false reverence to irreverence

3. “familiarity breeds contempt”

Abba, Father; Daddy-O

E. THE CONFIDENCE OF ACCESS (Heb.10)

4. “the clothes make the man”

ie, building discourages reverence

Oswego Town Hall; Oswego YMCA (# rooms); Dante Alighieri Lodge; American Legion

FUMC: modern architecture? multi-purpose? (i.e., lacks the associations of reverence?; i.e., quiet)

where do I feel awed?  Chinchilla UMC?; Washington cathedral; darkness?; or Bennington Congreg. church?

C. HELP: THE EFFECT OF APOCALYPTIC (e.g., Revelation)

  I. MOTIVES TO REVERENCE IN OLD & NEW COVENANT WORSHIP
A. OLD COVENANT: AWESOME APPEARAN`CE

1. city: Mt. Zion (see 1Kngs.8:1)

2. temple: size, structures, materials (see 1Kngs.6-8; see Ex.25-40)

3. assembly (see Jn.12:12)

4. sacrifices: death, blood; ceremonies (see Leviticus)

5. priesthood: appearance, duties (see Ex.28,29; Leviticus)

6. feasts; the day of atonement (Lev.23,16)

7. other: incense; harps, etc.; lamps (Ex.30;1f/ 2Chr.29:25f/ Ex.25:31f)

e. spiritual incense (prayers); spiritual harps (Eph.5); spiritual lamp (word; Ps.119); 

the incense of prayers, the harps of hearts, the candles of the word, the robes of Christ’s righteousness

B. NEW COVENANT: MODEST APPEARANCE

1. city

1. buildings

2. ceremonies

3. officers

4. days

C. NEW COVENANT: ESSENTIALLY SUPERIOR (Jn.4:21-24; see Heb.8-12)

1. city (Heb.12:22; see Rev.21:2,9f)

2. temple (Heb.8:2,1; 9:11,24; see Jn.1:14; Mt.1:23; Rev.21:22)

3. assembly (Dt.16:16; Heb.12:23)

4. sacrifice (Heb.9:12-14; 25-28; 10:1-18; 12:24; see 10:19f; 12:18f&22f)

5. priest (Heb.9:11,24; 7:25; 12:24; see 4:15-7:28)

6. feast (see 1Cor.10:16; 11:24,25; Jn.6:54 & 4:24; see Mt.26:29; Rev.19:7f)

feast: real presence; with God in heaven!

7. other: prayer; hearts&mouths; preaching (see Ps.141:2; Rev.5:8; 8:3/ Eph.5:19; Heb.13:15/ Ps.119:105, 2Pt.1:19)
a. heavenly city

a. heavenly temple: materials!

b. heavenly ceremony

c. heavenly high priest

d. a heavenly day (i.e., the day of the resurrection; new heaven & new earth; i.e., the kingdom of God)

e. spiritual incense (prayers); spiritual harps (Eph.5); spiritual lamp (word; Ps.119); 

the incense of prayers, the harps of hearts, the candles of the word, the robes of Christ’s righteousness

COPIES/REALITIES (Heb.8-10)

EARTHLY REALITIES?/HEAVENLY REALITIES (Heb.12)

D. SUMMARY: HEAVENLY WORSHIP (Heb.12:22f)

1. God dwelling with men: glory revealed in shadows (Heb.8:5; 9:23,24; 10:1)

2. men dwelling with God: glory hidden in realities (Heb.8:2,1; 9:11,23,24; see Col.3:1-4)

OC: God as/in Spirit on earth with men

NC: men in spirit in heaven with God; the new and living way Jn.4; see 3

THIS NOT REALLY APPLY IN THIS WAY!!! 3. illustration: earthly images are not real gods (Ex.20:4; Ps.115:4f; 135:15f; Is.44:9f; Dan.5:23; Rev.9:20)

II. REVERENCE IN APOCALYPTIC WORSHIP (HEAVENLY)

THE APPROPRIATE ATTITUDE AND RESPONSE OF HEAVENLY WORSHIP

APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE: HEAVENLY WORSHIP

heavenly activity; heaven’s view of earthly things (past, present, future)

Isaiah, Daniel, Ezekiel, Zechariah, Revelation

all these also deal with cosmic, universal stuff, too

Hebrews 12 first?

A. SEE GENESIS 17:3

A. ISAIAH 6:1f

B. EZEKIEL 1:1f,26,28; 3:23; 44:4

; see chps.40-48

C. DANIEL 7:2; 8:17

D. REVELATION 1:17; 4:8-11; 5:6-14

E. SUMMARY: REFLEXIVE REVERENCE

III. WORSHIP GOD WITH REVERENCE! (Heb.12:28; see Ps.2:11; 99:1f)

God’s word/God’s prayers, God’s praises, God’s offerings

A. REMEMBER WHAT YOU’RE DOING IN WORSHIP AND BE REVERENT!

B. GET DRESSED UP!  YOU’RE GOING TO HEAVEN!

C. WHEN GOD SPEAKS, YOU SHOULD LISTEN!

D. PAY ATTENTION, YOU’RE SPEAKING, SINGING & GIVING TO GOD!

E. ENCOURAGE EACH OTHER IN REVERENCE!

including the children

Heb.12; come into heaven = acceptable service with reverence and awe; Is.6; Rev.4,5

CHANGES

announcements; Psalm stanzas: do some other way?

ew: move people front and center
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