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       24 October 1999

INTRODUCTION: A SEASON OF WAR (see 2Sam.11:1)

A. OUR PREDATOR IS HUNTING! (see 1Pt.5:8,9(Jms.4:7); 2Cor.2:10,11)

B. PEACE: VINEYARD & FIG TREE (1Kngs.4:25; Is.36:16; Micah 4:4; see Gen.26:29-31; Num.6:23-27; Ps.122:6-8; Lk.1:79; Rom.1:7; 2:10)

C. RECONCILIATION: FROM WAR TO PEACE (alienation; enmity; Rom.5:1,10,11; Eph.2:15,16; Col.1:20/ 2Cor.5:18f)

  I. THE GOD OF PEACE (Rom.15:33; 16:20; Phil.4:9, 1Th.5:23; Heb.13:20)
A. THE GOD OF WAR (Dt.4:24; Rev.16:14; see Gen.3:14f; Is.6:1f; Eph.2:3; Mt.3:7)

B. A FATHER’S LOVE FOR HIS CHILDREN (Eph.1:3-14; Jn.3:16)

C. HIS LOVE RESCUES US FROM HIS WAR (see Rom.3:26; 2Cor.5:21)

1. past (Rom.15:33 with 5:1f; 3:22-24; see Heb.13:20; 2Cor.5:20,21)

2. present (Phil.4:7,9; see Rom.8:32; also 1Th.5:23; Col.1:20-22)

3. future (Rom.16:33; 1Th.1:10; 5:23,1f; 2Th.1:7f)

D. SUMMARY: GOD MAKES PEACE WITH SINNERS (Rom.5:10,1; 2Cor.5:18-21; Eph.1:5f; 2:14f,18)

 II. THE MAN OF PEACE (see Lk.10:6; Ps.37:37; see Jms.3:17,18)
A. CHRIST (Eph.2:14; Is.9:6,7)

B. CHRISTIANS (Eph.2:14-16; 4:3; see Is.48:22; 57:21; 1Cor.1:30; 2Cor.5:21; Rom.3:22; 5:1; see Jms.3:17,18)

III. SHALOM! SEEK PEACE & PURSUE IT! (Ps.34:14; 122:6-9; Mt.5:9,24,38f; 18:15f)

A. IMITATE GOD: BE A PEACEMAKER (Mt.5:9; see Lk.6:27f & Rom.5:8; see Eph.5:1; 1Pt.1:15; Jm.3:17,18)

B. LOOK TO GOD, IN CHRIST AND BY THE SPIRIT FOR GRACE TO MAKE PEACE (Eph.1:5; 2:14; 4:3; Jms.3:17,18; see Gal.5:22; Rom.8:6; 14:17; 15:13; see 1Chr.12:18)

C. START WITH YOURSELF

1. make peace with God (Lk.14:31f; 2Pt.3:7f; 2Th.1:7f; Rev.19:11f; see 2Cor.5:20,21; Rom.5:1,8-10; see Eph.2:11f)

2. keep peace with God (Eph.4:3; see Col.3:5f; see Heb.12:14; 5f)

D. ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY TO WATCH OUT FOR YOURSELF & OTHERS (Mt.22:39; Gal.6:1,2; Mt.7:5; 18:15f; Rom.15:14)

E. TAKE INITIATIVE (“go”; see Mt.5:24; 18:12,15; Jms.5:19,20)

1. let freedom ring (Rom.14:1f; see 1Tm.4:4,5)

2. forbear personal offences and losses (Mt.5:39-41=Lk.6:29f; Col.3:13; Eph.4:2; see 1Cor.6:7,8)

3. confront divine offences (sin/repentance; Lk.17:3; Mt.18:15f; Rom.15:14; Jms.5:19,20)

4. repent of your own sins first (Mt.7:5; see Ps.139:23,24; see Ps.37:37; Jms.3:18; see 19; Heb.5:2; 2Tm.2:24-26)

5. forgive as forgiven (repentant; Lk.17:3; see Mt.6:12; 18:21f,35; Eph.4:32; Col.3:13; see 1Jn.4:19)
6. leave vengeance with God (unrepentant; Mt.18:17; 1Cor.5:5; see Rom.12:19&13:1f; Ps.109:4,5/6f)

7. love your enemies: overcome evil with good (Lk.6:27ff; Rom.12:14,17,20,21; see Rom.5:8,10)

8. persevere: do all you can (Ps.34:14; Rom.12:18; Mt.5:23,39f,44f; 18:15f; 1Cor.6:1f; Gal.6:9 & Mt.25:21)

9. be content with faithfulness (Rom.12:18; see Ps. 55:20,21; 109:4,5; Jer.9:8)

F. PARTICIPATE IN THE LORD’S SUPPER WITH A VIEW TO MAKING PEACE (Mt.7:5; 5:24; 18:15; see 1Cor.11:18f; see Lev.7:13f; compare 10:17; 6:24f; see 1Cor.10:16,17; Eph.2:11f)
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