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INTRODUCTION: PAINTING AND SURFACE PREPARATION

  I. THE DATE OF THE REVELATION
A. PROBABLY c.95A.D. (Domitian Caesar), PERHAPS c.65A.D. (Nero Caesar)

B. CLEAR TESTIMONY: IGNATIUS (c.100A.D.), “END OF DOMITIAN’S REIGN” (81-96A.D.)

d.98/117; bishop of Antioch; martyred in Rome

C. SUPPORTING EVIDENCE: HISTORICAL CIRCUMSTANCES

at the end of the first century

1. Laodicea recovered from 60-61A.D. earthquake

2. a church not founded by Paul is well-established (Smyrna; c.60-64A.D.)

3. new heresy well-known and wide-spread (Nicolaitans; see 2:6&15)

4. imperial cult and persecution in Asia minor (1:9; 2:10,13; 3:10; 6:9; see 2:14,15; 20; see chps.13f; 17f; evidence only after 70AD in Asia minor=modern Turkey=area of the seven churches,chps.2,3)

i.e., started and about to get worse; ie, what must shortly take place! AS another preview of the end of all

no evidence of this pre-70AD

1. imperial cult and persecution: beast (1:9; chp.13f)

save this for last?

5. popular belief of Nero’s return/resurrection (see 13:3,12,14; see 17:8)

D. SIGNIFICANCE: A CONTEXT FOR UNDERSTANDING (1:1 & 22:6,10(10:3,4; Dan.8:26; 12:4;8,9); see Lk.8:4f; 8,9; 10f; see 16-18)

summary: circumstances familiar to the readers

Revelation, not Mystery! (1:1)

revealed, not hidden; yet insight still required; e.g.,. parable told and understandable on the surface, but the significance requires insight; ie, the gift of faith; eyes to see and ears to hear

EG-THE BEAST AND THE HARLOT OF THEIR DAY; figures FROM the OT with examples IN their own time

 II. A CULTURE OF PERSECUTION (Mt.23:35; 2Tim.3:10-12; 1Pt.4:4; 2Pt.2:7,8; Heb.10:32-39; 11:1f,32f)

Abel, Noah, Lot (2Pt.)

the deadly danger of being political incorrect

NIVSB, advocates of compromise; see 2:14,15; 20

A. THE IMPERIAL CULT/URE

the imperial cult was a cultural phenomenon

Eph.6:10f; i.e., spiritual conspiracy vs. fleshly conspiracy

occasioned by civil presumption, embraced & enforced by the people

“we the people”! indeed!; the people rule!; cannot lead unless people follow

see Daniel 3,6; Acts 19, etc.; Mt.-parents-children turn each other in; cf. Soviet empire

Covenanters

1. beasts and governments (Rev.13:1f; see Dan.8:20,21; 7:3,23,24)

2. the imperial cult & persecution (Rev.13:4-8,15,16; 14:9-11; 15:2; 16:2; 19:20; 20:4; see 1:9; 2:10,13; 3:10; 6:9; see 2:14,15; 20)

John not worship Domitian’s statue?!

3. imperial presumption: “Caesar is Lord and God” (Roman historians/ Jn.20:28/ Acts 12:22; 14:11f; 2Th.2:4)

(see 2Thes.2:4; Acts 12:22; 14:11f)

Beale,p.11,10,etc.

4. imperial cult in Asia minor: colossal statue of Caesar in Ephesus (Roman historians)

Beale,p.14 and n.71; Domitian or Titus

2. local persecution: (people, Herod; “a god”; 

worship them to get from them what they wanted; i.e., idols to do the worshippers will vs. God we do His will

5. local persecution: formal mandates and informal expectations (esp. festivals, parades; Roman historians)

(late 1st century secular and Christian sources)

Beale, p.9,14

 sources)1:9; 2:10,13; 3:10; 6:9; see 2:14,15; 20)

6. hope for believers: perseverance, destruction of persecutors & salvation (Rev.7:2,3; 9:4; 13:15,16; 15:2; 19:19f; 20:10; see 2Th.1,2; see Constantine, c.300A.D.)

FURTHER: B. SATAN IN THE GARDEN

1. imperial presumption: has God said

2. local persecution

B. THE EXILES IN BABYLON

i.e., imperial cult here

1. imperial presumption

a. Nebuchadnezzar (Dan.3:1,5,12; 4:30,see 2,17,25,32,34f; 5:21f; see 2:20f)

b. Darius (Dan.6:7)

c. others like them (Dan.8:11,25; 11:36,37)

Nebuch, see Antiochus

2. local persecution: charges (Dan.3:8f,13f; 6:10f)

1. theme: the imperial cult!

2. chp.1,2,etc.

THE THREE YOUNG MEN IN BABYLON

DANIEL IN PERSIA

Daniel 1? other chapters?

3. hope for believers: perseverance, destruction of persecutors & salvation (Dan.1:8f; 2:19f; 3:16f; 6:10f / 3:22; 4:31f; 5:22f; 6:24f / 1:9; 2:5,6,46f; 3:15,17,28f; 4:34f; 6:16f)

C. THE CHURCHES IN ASIA IN PAUL’S TIME (c.52-56A.D.)

1. idolatrous presumption (Acts 19:24f,19)

2. local persecution (Acts 19:29f; see 2Tim.3:10-12; all of Acts!; 2Cor.11:23-33)
3. hope of perseverance, destruction of enemies & salvation (2Tm.3:11; 4:17/ 2Th.1:4f; 2:8/ Phil.1:20f; 3:20,21)

D. THE COVENANTERS IN SCOTLAND

1. imperial presumption: rex lex; the king is head of the church (Erastianism)

2. local persecution: “the killing times” (c.1660-88A.D.)

Covenanters: Jesus Christ is Lord (1Cor.12; Phil.2:110

Confess!  see Jn.14; Lk.6; i.e., say and do!

if Lord, then... worship (read, study, meditate; sacraments; 

3. hope for believers: perseverance, destruction of persecutors & salvation 

4. James II rejected, William & Mary welcomed, Presbyterianism restored (1690)

Presbyterianism: i.e., that Christ is King; “for Christ’s Crown & Covenant (the national covenants that confessed Christ as King of the church and the state)

(completed on reverse)
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E. THE SAINTS IN ‘SWIGO
2pt.3; 2Th.2)

reversed? i.e., from people to government; i.e., government of, by and for the people

1. the imperial cult: polls and policy (see Rev.13:1f; see Rom.1:22ff; Rev.2:14,15;20)

not federal decrees and enforcement so much as government reflecting culture and culture enforcing government; see expectations in Ephesus that Christians would sacrifice on the front lawn to the image of the emporor as it passed by in procession; see Dan.3

an idol of human judgment and popular opinion: abortion; homosexuality

the tyrannyof the people

2. local persecution: deadly danger of being politically incorrect (see Rev.13:15; Dan.3:15; 6:7/ Heb.10:32; 11:25,32f; 1Pt.4:4)

political correctness

evolution/idiot; homosexuality/bigot; abortion/misogynist (hater of women)

Confess!  see Jn.14; Lk.6; i.e., say and do!

if Lord, then... worship (read, study, meditate; sacraments; 

if not... you will not be able to stand when the fire and water comes

3. hope for believers: perseverance, destruction of persecutors & salvation (see Rev.7:3; 19:19f; 15:2)

4. John?!; Pat?!; the burning Bush?!

4. John Gozek??? Pat Buchanan?!!!  the burning Bush???

III. BE A FAITHFUL WITNESS! (see Rev.1:5,9; 2:13,10; etc.)

A. OVERCOME TEMPTATIONS TO IDOLATRY AND IMMORALITY BY PERSEVERING IN THE TRUE IMPERIAL CULT! (Jn.20:28; 1Cor.12:3; see Rev.19:16; Phil.2:9-11; Ps.2/ compare 5:6 & 13:1,3)

The Lamb slain vs. The Beast slain

B. PRAY FOR YOUR CIVIL GOVERNMENTS AND OBEY THEM... (Mt.22:21a; see 1Tm.2:1f; Rom.13:1f; 1Pt.2:13; see Rom.12:17b)

C. ...BUT WATCH OUT FOR THE IMPERIAL CULT/URE (Mt.22:21b; see Rev.13:4,15; Dan.3:16-18; Acts 4:19; 5:29)

i.e., men setting themselves up as God, taking it upon themselves to declare right and wrong by their own judgment; 

D. BE PREPARED TO PERSEVERE UNDER PERSECUTION UNTIL HE DELIVERS YOU (Mt.23:35(5:10-12; 10:21.22); 2Tim.3:10-12 (4:8); 1Pt.4:4(5:10); 2Pt.2:7,8(3:10-14))

applic? esp. 16-18? Lk.8:4f; 8,9; 10f; see 16-18)

ie, listen carefully; do not just get the picture; read the caption and understand with faith and for obedience

E. BE COMFORTED AND ENCOURAGED THAT IT WILL NOT GO ON LIKE THIS FOREVER (seven, Revelation; see 1Th.4,5; 2Th.1,2; Col.3:1f; Phil.3:20,21; etc.)

C. PEER PRESSURE: THE FRIENDS YOU PICK ARE THE PERSON YOU WILL BECOME (see 1Cor.15; Eph.4)

help you out or do you in

build you up or tear you down

D. THE TRUE IMPERIAL CULT!

king of kings

see Dict.Later,p.325, top

Jn.20:28; 1Cor.12
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