SCRIPTURE: Acts 6:1-7 (Page 1301); Deuteronomy 14:28-15:11 (Page 235)

SERMON: Put in Charge of This Task!




   12 September 1999

  I. THE MINISTRY OF MERCY
A. MERCY IS THE WORK OF GOD
1. good and gracious (Ps.104:27f; 145:17f; Mt.5:45; Lk.6:35-38; Rom.2:4)

2. patient and persevering (Rom.2:4a; 10:21; see Ps.73:1f)

3. wise and just (Ps.104:27f,35; 145:17f,20; Rom.2:4f; see 2Th.3:10)

B. MERCY IS THE WORK OF THE CHURCH
1. deal with others as He deals with others (Lk.6:35,36)

2. deal with others as He has dealt with us (Mt.18:33; Eph.4:28; Dt.15:4,7f; 24:19f)

3. resources for the work (Dt.14:28f; 26:12f; Mt.6:2f; Acts 10:2; 24:17; Rom.12:13; 1Cor.16:1f; 2Cor.8,9)

4. faith without works is dead (Jms.2:17&1:27; see Acts 6:2f)

C. MERCY IS THE WORK OF PARTICULAR OFFICERS 

1. the work of individuals directly (1Tm.5:3f,16/ see Tt.3:14; Mt.25:35f; Jms.1:27; Eph.4:28/ see Acts 3:2f; Jn.9:8)

2. the work of officers on behalf of the church (Acts 6:3; see Phil.1:1; 1Tm.3:8f)

some coop with Salv.Army; but not leave to them; it is our duty

3. diversity of gifts, division of labor, unity of purpose (1Pt.4:10,11 & Acts 6:2-4/ see Ex.4:28,1f; Is.37:22,30; 38:4,7; Mt.9:6f; Jn.9:5,7; Heb.2:1f; see Jms.2:17&1:27 with Acts 6:2-4/ see Acts 6:7)

4. an honorable work (1Tm.3:13; see Jms.2:17; 1:27)


5. women are also set upon this work (1Tm.3:11; see with 1:1f&8f&11; see 3:11 versus Gen.2:25; versus 1Tm.5:9,10; see Tt.2:3-5 with 1Tm.2:12 and Greek of Acts 6:3; i.e., separate organization and work)

 II. ORDINATION & INSTALLATION
A. ORDINATION: SET APART TO A PARTICULAR TASK (Acts 13:2,3; 14:23; 6:3; see Lk.3:21,22 & 4:18)

1. process: qualification, selection & inauguration (1Tm.3:1f; Acts 6:3f/ 1Cor.13:1; (1)1Tm.3:1; (2)Acts 6:3a; (3)1Tm.5:22/ Num.27:18f; Acts 6:6; 13:3; 1Tm.4:14; 5:22)

2. sign ificance of hands: inheritance, prayer, authority & power for service; i.e., the Holy Spirit for task (Gen.48:14-16/ Acts 13:2,3/ Heb.5:4&1Tm.4:14; 2Tm.1:6/ see Acts 13:2,4,9(Mk.13:11); Lk.3:22; 4:1,4,18)

B. INSTALLATION: SET APART TO A PARTICULAR PLACE (Tt.1:5; see Acts 6:1f; Phil.1:1; 1Tm.3:1f/ see Act 6:3)

C. ORDINATION TRANSFERS PLACES; INSTALLATION DOES NOT (John Orcutt previously ordained a Deacon, therefore only installed here today)

III. PUT IN CHARGE OF THIS TASK!
A. IMITATE YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER: BE MERCIFUL BY MEETING PRESSING NEEDS (Lk.6:35-38; Tt.3:14; see Mt.6:9,10)

1. meet the needs you see (Tt.3:14; Mt.25:35f; see Ps.146:7f)

2. provide for your Deacons & Deaconesses as the Lord prospers you (1Cor.16:1f; 2Cor.8:see Acts 4:32-37(Dt.15:4,11); 5:1f; 6:1f)

3. be regular and abundant in your provisions (1Cor.16:1f/ and Lk.6:38,35f; 2Cor.8:2f,7,9; 9:5f)

B. GIVE THANKS THAT GOD HAS RAISED UP JOHN ORCUTT AND PATTY MACLEAN TO BE “PUT IN CHARGE OF THIS TASK” AND PRAY FOR THEM & THEIR DIACONAL WORK REGULARLY (Acts 6:3; Greek:“set upon this need”; see Lk.10:2/ pray; 2Thes.3:1 with Acts 6:7)
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