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  I. PREPARATIONS
A. PRAISE & PRAYER (Please pray for the Lord’s Blessing on the Teaching & Preaching! see 2Th.1:11,12; 3:1; Eph.6:19,20; Col.4:2-4)

sing Psalm 2

B. SCHEDULE

September 29: 
The Structure of the Book of Revelation

October 6: 
NO Bible Study (Mon-Wed: Wilsons; Tue: Presbytery; Fri-Sat: Seminary Board)

NOTE: Further Probable Introductory Studies: Literary Character; Date; Major Interpretive Approaches; Symbolism; Use of the Old Testament and other literature

C. NEXT PRAYER MEETING: Wednesday, October 20th 

D. READ: Revelation 1

E. YOUR IMPRESSIONS & QUESTIONS AS WE START THE BOOK OF REVELATION
  II. THE UNITS OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION 

(see Beale, The Book of Revelation (New International Greek Commentary); Hendriksen, More than Conquerors; Robson,ed., Studies in Revelation)

Introduction: Many, Different & Interrelated Structures (e.g., the human body)

A. An Integrated Whole (Introduction/Prologue, 1:1-8 & Conclusion/Epilogue, 22:6-21)

B. Letters & Visions (chps.2,3 & 4-22; see C,2; Daniel 1-6 & 7-12; see Zechariah 7-12 & 1-6)

C. Literary Markers (verbal repitition)

1. heaven opened (4:1; 11:19; 15:5; sign in heaven; 12:1,3; 15:1) and it is finished (16:17; 21:6)

2. what must come to pass… quickly/…after these things (1:1; 22:6/1:19; 4:1; see Dan.2:28,29,45; i.e., 1-3 & 4-22 = letters & visions; 1:1-prologue; 1:19-letters; 4:1-visions; 22;6-epilogue)

3. in the Spirit (1:10; 4:2; 17:3; 21:10; i.e., 1:1-8(prologue); 1:9-3:22(letters); 4:1-16:21(sevens visions); 17:1-21:8(Babylon/Jerusalem); 21:9-22:5or21(finale-epilogue))

4. seven groups of seven (#1,lampstands,1-3; #2,seals,4-7; #3,trumpets,8-11a; #4,(figures),11b-14; #5,bowls,15,16; #6,(judgments),17-19a; #7,(trumpets),19b-22)

see E.R.Wendland, Beale, p.115

5. parenthetical-interlocking transitions (8:2-5 (altar:6:9f; 9:13); 15:2-4 (sea, God’s attributes)); see 11:19 (temple: 11:1; 14:17); 17:1-3; 19:9,10; 21:9,10; 22:6)

6. summary: Prologue (1) // 1Letters (2,3), 2Seals (4-7), 3Trumpets (8-11), 4Christ & Dragon (12-14), 5Bowls (15,16), 6Babylon (17-19), 7Consummation 20,21 // Epilogue (22)

  II. THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE UNITS TO EACH OTHER 

A. STRAIGHT LINE: BEGINNING TO END PREDICTIONS

1. 1:19- have seen (chp.1), are (chps.2,3), after these things (chps.4-22; see 4:1)

2. logic: all seals, then all trumpets, then all bowls (see 8:1,2; 9:12; 11:14; 15:1; 16;17; 21:1f)

3. see Diagram A

B. PARALLEL LINES: REPITITION FOR EMPHASIS

1. judgment/salvation conclusions (6:12-17/7:9-17(s); 11:18a/18b(t); 14:14-20/15:2-4(C&D); 16:17-21(17:1-18:24)/19:1-10; 20:7-15; 21:1-8 (21:9-22:5); see 19:11-21/20:4-6; note intensification)

2. finales (11:14-18; 16:17; see Ex.19:16 in 8:5(s); 11:19 (t) and 16:18b)

3. Exodus plagues (note: similar kind, order; see diagram “Sevenfold Pattern of Woes”)

4. 3.5 years(11:2,3(t); 12:6,14(C&D); 13:5 (C&D)

5. mustering (16:14(b);19:19(Babylon); 20:8(Consummation); Babylon, beast, dragon)

6. battle imagery (19:17-21; 20:8,9; see Ezek.39)

7. fall of Babylon (14:8(C&D); 16:19(b); 17:16(B); 18:2,10,17,19-21(B); 19:2,3(B))

8. letters & visions 

a. false synagogue/true Israel (2:9; 3:9 and 5:5-10; 7:4-8)

b. tribulation, persecution & martyrdom (2:10 and 6:9-17)

c. protection (3:10 and 7:3f) by a divine mark (3:12; 2;17 and 14:1)

d. pillar in temple (3:12 and 7:15)

e. faithful witness=martyr (2:13; see 1:5,9 and 6:9-11; 11:3-13; see 12:6,11,13-17;etc.)

f. false prophet & satanic king (2:14 and 9:1-11; chps.12,13)

g. great harlot (2:20-22 and 17:2,3; 18:3; see 14:8; 17:1-19:5)

h. overcoming theme (2:7ff and 12:11; 15:2; 17;14; 21:7)

i. exhortations to perseverance  (2:5,16; 3:3 & 16:15/ 2:7&13:9; see 2:13,19; 14:12)

j. the great tribulation (2:22; 7:14)

k. idolatry (2:14,10 & 9:20; 13:4,12-15)

l. sword of His mouth (2:16; 19:15; 

m. rod of iron (Rev. 2:27 & 12:5; 19:15)

conclusion: visions “illustrate” letters to the churches (word & sign; see Dan.1-6&7-12; Zech.7-12&1-6)

9. note: Hebrew parallelism (Proverbs, Psalms, prophets/ synonymous, antithetical, additional)

C. PROGRESSIVE PARALLELISM (e.g., a conical spiral; see A & B above)

1. see Mark 13 (near(70AD)//far(parousia))

2. see Diagrams B-G

III. PRAYER
FOR THE NEXT FEW WEEKS

Read through The Book of Revelation.

Keep a list of your observations and questions.

Prayer

EVANGELISM

Volunteer Clergy Chaplains (SUCO)

Brian & Marty Barrett (Brian)

Nate Smith 

Alberto Lima

HEALTH

Bev Powell: sinus, cataracts

Deb Standish’s dad: kidneys, heart

EMPLOYMENT

Clarence Powell: Atlanta

Gary Dahar: permanent, full-time

Jim Orr: paid internship; permanent, full time

permanent, full time: John O’B; Aaron S.; Frank S.

SCHOOL
FACILITY

UMC: adjustments; classrooms; ventilation

place of our own soon

our building committee: design, place, resources

Thompson Road (Ted Sivers)

Wesleyan building

New Covenant building

PRESBYTERY & SYNOD

Fulton (Kevin), New Hartford
RPTS renovations

COMMUNITY

elections

economy, taxes

NATION & WORLD

Taiwan: earthquake (Turkey, Greece)

recovery: tornados, floods, war 

Y2K: all preps

persecution: Sudan, China

OTHER

Prayer

1. Evangelism: opportunities, faithfulness and conversion

a. Kelly Vrooman (etc., children and family members)

b. SUCO: Pastoral Office Hours

2. Health

a. Leslie Goerner: surgery not necessary!

b. Art Kazulak (5/17)

c. John Caroccio: recent testing

d. Andrea Smiedy (tonsils)

e. Deb Standish’s dad: heart & kidney 

f. Bob Swan: knee operation (5/5)

g. Kit’s mom: recent tests were good

3. New/Better Employment

a. Clarence Powell, Aaron Standish, Chris Berardi, Gary Dahar, Dave Knoop

b. Currans: work here; house there

4. Facility

a. UMC move  & adjustment

b. Saturday night fellowship dinner

c. long term provisions: Utica St.(school district); Thompson Road (Ted Sivers, Inc.)

5. Other

a. Officers-Elect: interviews, ordinations/installations

b. Steve Williams: visiting mom in CA

c. Daniel George Goerner (Aaron & Heidi)

d. Mitzi, Sarah and family

6. Presbytery

a. Pastors: Rochester, NY; St.Lazare-Hudson, Quebec; Cambridge, MA, North Hills, PA

b. funding for spiritually strong, financially weak congregations (e.g., Rochester)

c. New Hartford: new officers

d. Fulton: Elder Plummer helping

e. Seminary Graduation: Mark Goerner, Phil Markert

f. Women’s Presbyterial

7. Synod

a. Seminary renovations: wisdom, resources (T/much already)

8. Community: economy, cities, county, schools, state

9. Nation

a. National Day of Prayer (Thursday)

b. violence (e.g., Littleton, Colorado) 

c. tornados in Oklahoma, Kansas, Texas

10. World: 

a. Kosovo, Serbs, NATO, Albania, Macedonia, Montenegro

b. Africa; China

11. ________________________________________

12. ________________________________________

13. ________________________________________

14. ________________________________________

15. ________________________________________

16. ________________________________________

17. ________________________________________

18. ________________________________________

19. ________________________________________

20. ________________________________________

FOR NEXT WEEK: Read Mark 13 and all or part of Revelation

IV. PRAYER
A. ITEMS FOR PRAYER

1. URGENCIES

· John Caroccio: pneumonia! (please sign card!)

· Art Kazulak: heart surgery soon (work, family)

· Peter Howe: passed comprehensive exams!

· John O’Brien: intestinal problems

· Ed Purchla: T/ interviewtomorrow (Kit)

· Fulton: spiritual warfare

· Walton Visitation: Work Ready for Presbytery!

· Building Committee: 2/6 meeting

· Wht.Lk.Reunion:Rochester,2/12-14

· Carmella: Tasmania, 2/7

· OHS musical, 2/5,6

· Y2K preparations

· Clinton trial in the Senate

· T/ weather: rest from severity!

2. HEALTH
· Mary P., Patty M.: back problems, encouraged

· Jon Perrone: recovery

3. EVANGELISM

· faithfulness, conversions

· SUCO Bible Study (Kevin Plummer)

· Amaryllis Rivera (Jim Fanning)

4. THANKSGIVING

· new friends

· Ben, Brian Nodine

· Japanese students

· Kirk & Derek Mason

5. FACILITY

· Am.Leg.: offering same rent!

· 1st UMC: T-1/31; S/-2/14

· house across from MacLeans’

· property across from OHS (Utica St.)

6. EMPLOYMENT

· G. Dahar 

· Austins: T/S-Texas trip

7. COURTS

· New Hartford Organization (3/2/99)

· Synod’s Vow Committee (Kit, writing)

· Synod’s Book of Discipline Revision (Kit, writing)

8. __________________________________________

9. __________________________________________

10. __________________________________________

B. ELDERS LEADING IN PRAYER

FOR NEXT WEEK: Read 2 Thessalonians 1-3

REMINDER: BIBLE STUDY SERVING SUGGESTIONS

1. Review In Personal Devotions On Thursday (see Acts 17:11; Ps.143:5)

2. Pass to Wife & Children in Family Worship on Thursday or Friday 

(1Cor.14:35; Eph.6:4; Dt.6:6; Ps.78:1f; OR even bring wife & children to Bible study, if possible)

3. Bring Family To Worship On The Lord’s Day (Heb.10:25; Ps.122:1f)

4. Live Out, Tell Friends (ie, know-do-teach; see Ezra 7:10; see Eph.4:11,12)

NOTE:  PLANS (see James 4:13-17)

1. Overall Tentative Teaching-Preaching Plans: 
· 1999-2000: Revelation (preview with review of Daniel? perhaps also Ezekiel? other related OT books? or intra?)
2. Genesis?  The Parables of our Lord?  The Eschatological Discourses of the Gospels?
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