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  I. PREPARATIONS
A. PRAISE & PRAYER (Please pray for the Lord’s Blessing on the Teaching & Preaching! see 2Th.1:11,12; 3:1; Eph.6:19,20; Col.4:2-4)

sing Psalm 2

B. SCHEDULE

September 22: 
The Theology of the Book of Revelation

September 29: 
The Structure of the Book of Revelation

October 6: 
NO Bible Study (Mon-Wed: Wilsons; Tue: Presbytery; Fri-Sat: Seminary Board)

NOTE: Further Possible Introductory Studies: Literary Character; Date; Major Interpretive Approaches; Symbolism; Use of the Old Testment 

C. NEXT PRAYER MEETING: Wednesday, October 20th 

D. READ: Revelation 1

E. YOUR IMPRESSIONS & QUESTIONS AS WE START THE BOOK OF REVELATION
  II. THE THEOLOGY OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION 

(see Bauckham, The Theology of the Book of Revelation Cambridge, 1996)

A. THE TRINITY (note: the prominence of the doctrine of God; worship)

1. 1:1-3 (with 2Pt.1:20,21; 1Cor.2:10f)

2. 1:4b,5a; see Rom.1:7; 1Cor.1:3; etc.; see Mt.28:19; 2Cor.13:13

B. GOD THE FATHER

1. The Holiness Of God (exclusive monotheism; Ex.20:1f; prophets)

a. 1:17; 2:18; 22:13/ 1:8; 21:6; 22:13/ (3:14) 21:6; 22:13

first and last; alpha and omega; beginning and end; 3:14 the amen, the beginning of creation!

triple doubles

b. 1:4,8; 4:8; 11:17; 16:5 (see Ex.3:14; see Dt.19:15)

was, is, is to come; ie, YHWH; 2 and 3 fold witness

2. The Sovereignty of God

a. 1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7; 19:6; 21:27 (#; see Is.6:3; 2Sam.5:10,etc.)

the Lord God the Almighty

b. 4:9; 5:1,7,13; 6:16; 7:15; 21:5 (#; see Ps.9:7; 11:4; 103:19; Is.6:1&9:7 with Ps.2:4&6f; Ezk.1&Rev.1; 1Kngs.22:19f)
the One who sits on the throne

c. note: versus Beast & Harlot (Rev.13-18; compare: Baal & Asherah?!; Ying & Yang?!)

d. see Dan.2:20; 4:17,25,32; 5:21; and 2:44; 7:9f!

e. goal: 4:8f; 5:14

3. The Just Judgment of God

a. 4:5 and (s) 8:5; (t) 11:19; (b) 16:18-21 (see Rom.1:18f; 3:6)

flashes; etc.

4. The Creator of All Things

a. 4:11; 14:7 vs. 13:8; Rom.1:25

beast; i.e., creature vs. Creator (Rom.1)

b. 4:3; see Ezk.1:28; see Gen.9:13-17; see Rev.21:1f (Is.65:17; see 43:19) 

faithfulness to His creation; rainbow = restoration; new creation

C. THE PERSON OF CHRIST

1. Divine Titles (1:8&17 and 21:6 & 22:13 (esp. with Is.44:6; 48:12; see Jn.1:1-3; Col.1:19; 2:9; Heb.1:2)

note pattern in B,57; that ties it together as intentional rendering

2. Worship (4:11&5:9f,12; see 5:13; see 1:5,6)

3. Throne (3:21; 4:3f; 5:6f; and 5:13; 6:16; 7:9; 7:10,17; 12:5; 22:1,3; see Heb.12:2; see Ps.2:2,6,7)

4. Wrath (6:17)

5. Human Titles

a. Jesus (14 times; 7 with “witness/es”)

b. Christ (7 times; i.e., David’s son)

c. Lamb (28=7x4 times; 7 times coupled with God; 5:13; 6:16; 7:10; 14:4; 21:22; 22:1,3)

B,66

7, complete; 4, universal (four winds; see 5;13; 7;1)

first four of each series of judgments affect the world (6:8; 8:7-12; 16:2-9)

see peoples, tribes, languages, nations; seven times B.67

D. THE WORK OF CHRIST

1. God’s saving work (5:6; 7:17; see Jn.3:16f)

2. the One Coming (compare 1:4,8; 4:8 and 1:7; 2:5,16; 3:3,11; 16:15; 22:7,12,20; see Jn.11:27)

italic refs = Christ’s direct statements; “I am coming”; ie, seven!; ie, Father is, was and is coming IN CHRIST!

3. three major symbolic themes

a. the messianic war 

1) 22:16 (5:1); Is.11:10,1; Num.24:7; see 2Sam.3:8; Lk.1:32,71

Song of David

2) Ps.2:9 & Rev.2:26,27; 12:5; 19:15; see Rev.2:18,26f; 11:15,18; 12:5,10; 14:1; 16:14,16; 19:15

ruler of the nations

3) 3:21; 20:4; see 19:11f,14f

He wins; we in Him

b. the eschatological exodus

1) 5:6,9,10; 

2) 15:2-4

3) 1:6; 20:4-6; 22:3-5

4) see Jer.23:7,8; Acts 26:18; Col.1:13

c. the faithful witness

1) 1:5; 3:14

Jesus Himself

2) 1:2,9 and 12:17

verbal; ie, with word; and practical

3) 5:5-10; see Phil.2:5f; Col.3:15

conquer by death; victory of the cross; ie, death to sin; ie. could not force or seduce to sin (pos/neg pressure)

4) 12:11; see 7:14; 2Cor.4:10; Mk.8:34f

we conquer in same way; testifying to truth even to the point of death; Phil.2;5f

4. the Accomplisher (executive; 5:9; 6:1ff)

5. His witness in the Church (6:9f; 7:9f; 11:3f (Dt.19:15,etc.); versus 9:10,21; 16:9,11,21 yet 11:6,13)

jmnts alone not bring to faith; but jmnts with witness of church used to convert

6. warfare against evil (chps.12-14; see 11:7&12:11)

7. harvest: grain (14:14-16) & vintage (14:17-20)

8. conversion of nations (15:1f (21:24f); see Ex.15; Jer.10:6,7; Ps.86:8-10; Ezk.37:27,28; Zech.2;10,11/ Ps.2:10f)

9. parousia: heaven to earth; kingdom comes (19:11f)

10. millennium: reversal of fortunes (Dan.7 = Rev.19:11f & 20:4-6)

destruction of the beast & transfer of kingdom; cf. Dan.2

life and rule: taken from beast and given to martyrs; ie. reversal of fortune is the point (river/desert)

B,107; theological point is soely to demonstrate the triumph of the martyrs-those whom the beast overcame and put to death will overcome and come to life

E. THE SPIRIT OF GOD

1. throne 1:4; 4:2,5; 5:6

2. God, Lamb, Spirits (5:6)

3. Spirit (2:7,11,17,29; 3;6,13,22; see in the Spirit (1:10,etc.); words of (14:13); Spirit of prophecy (19:10); “prophecy” = 7x)

a.. visions 1:10; 4:2; see 17:3; 21:10 (Ezk.3:12,etc.); see 22:18,19

b. oracles 2:7,etc.

4. seven Spirits (1:4; 3:1; 4:5; 5:6; see Zech.4:2,6,10; note v.3; see Rev.19:10

four references: ie, universal; seven, fullness of God’s power into all the earth

19:10; Spirit in church’s testimony in the world

5. compare Spirit and Spirits

Spirit in the church; spirits in the church in the world

6. testify: Nicolaitans/Balaam and Jezebel (church; chp.2)

               Beast and Babylon/harlot (world; chps.12-18)

F. OTHER PROMINENT THEMES

1. city: New Jerusalem (3:12; 21:2,10); vs. Babylon (chps.14-18)

a. temple: presence among (all) people(s) (21:4; Is.60:3f)

b. priests, kings (1:4-6)

c. note: Genesis-garden/ Revelation-city!; i.e., dominion; cultivated, protected (perfected)?; i.e., anti-Babylon (Gen.11)

G. USEFULNESS (see Heb.12:3 with Rev.2:7,etc.; 21:7; 22:14; see Mk.8:34f;9:2f,7)

III. PRAYER
FOR THE NEXT FEW WEEKS

Read through The Book of Revelation.

Keep a list of your observations and questions.

Prayer

EVANGELISM

Volunteer Clergy Chaplains (SUCO)

Brian & Marty Barrett (Brian)

Nate Smith 

Alberto Lima

HEALTH

Bev Powell: sinus, cataracts

Deb Standish’s dad: kidneys, heart

EMPLOYMENT

Clarence Powell: Atlanta

Gary Dahar: permanent, full-time

Jim Orr: paid internship; permanent, full time

permanent, full time: John O’B; Aaron S.; Frank S.

SCHOOL
FACILITY

UMC: adjustments; classrooms; ventilation

place of our own soon

our building committee: design, place, resources

Thompson Road (Ted Sivers)

Wesleyan building

New Covenant building

PRESBYTERY & SYNOD

Fulton (Kevin), New Hartford
RPTS renovations

COMMUNITY

elections

economy, taxes

NATION & WORLD

Taiwan: earthquake (Turkey, Greece)

recovery: tornados, floods, war 

Y2K: all preps

persecution: Sudan, China

OTHER

Prayer

1. Evangelism: opportunities, faithfulness and conversion

a. Kelly Vrooman (etc., children and family members)

b. SUCO: Pastoral Office Hours

2. Health

a. Leslie Goerner: surgery not necessary!

b. Art Kazulak (5/17)

c. John Caroccio: recent testing

d. Andrea Smiedy (tonsils)

e. Deb Standish’s dad: heart & kidney 

f. Bob Swan: knee operation (5/5)

g. Kit’s mom: recent tests were good

3. New/Better Employment

a. Clarence Powell, Aaron Standish, Chris Berardi, Gary Dahar, Dave Knoop

b. Currans: work here; house there

4. Facility

a. UMC move  & adjustment

b. Saturday night fellowship dinner

c. long term provisions: Utica St.(school district); Thompson Road (Ted Sivers, Inc.)

5. Other

a. Officers-Elect: interviews, ordinations/installations

b. Steve Williams: visiting mom in CA

c. Daniel George Goerner (Aaron & Heidi)

d. Mitzi, Sarah and family

6. Presbytery

a. Pastors: Rochester, NY; St.Lazare-Hudson, Quebec; Cambridge, MA, North Hills, PA

b. funding for spiritually strong, financially weak congregations (e.g., Rochester)

c. New Hartford: new officers

d. Fulton: Elder Plummer helping

e. Seminary Graduation: Mark Goerner, Phil Markert

f. Women’s Presbyterial

7. Synod

a. Seminary renovations: wisdom, resources (T/much already)

8. Community: economy, cities, county, schools, state

9. Nation

a. National Day of Prayer (Thursday)

b. violence (e.g., Littleton, Colorado) 

c. tornados in Oklahoma, Kansas, Texas

10. World: 

a. Kosovo, Serbs, NATO, Albania, Macedonia, Montenegro

b. Africa; China

11. ________________________________________

12. ________________________________________

13. ________________________________________

14. ________________________________________

15. ________________________________________

16. ________________________________________

17. ________________________________________

18. ________________________________________

19. ________________________________________

20. ________________________________________

FOR NEXT WEEK: Read Mark 13 and all or part of Revelation

IV. PRAYER
A. ITEMS FOR PRAYER

1. URGENCIES

· John Caroccio: pneumonia! (please sign card!)

· Art Kazulak: heart surgery soon (work, family)

· Peter Howe: passed comprehensive exams!

· John O’Brien: intestinal problems

· Ed Purchla: T/ interviewtomorrow (Kit)

· Fulton: spiritual warfare

· Walton Visitation: Work Ready for Presbytery!

· Building Committee: 2/6 meeting

· Wht.Lk.Reunion:Rochester,2/12-14

· Carmella: Tasmania, 2/7

· OHS musical, 2/5,6

· Y2K preparations

· Clinton trial in the Senate

· T/ weather: rest from severity!

2. HEALTH
· Mary P., Patty M.: back problems, encouraged

· Jon Perrone: recovery

3. EVANGELISM

· faithfulness, conversions

· SUCO Bible Study (Kevin Plummer)

· Amaryllis Rivera (Jim Fanning)

4. THANKSGIVING

· new friends

· Ben, Brian Nodine

· Japanese students

· Kirk & Derek Mason

5. FACILITY

· Am.Leg.: offering same rent!

· 1st UMC: T-1/31; S/-2/14

· house across from MacLeans’

· property across from OHS (Utica St.)

6. EMPLOYMENT

· G. Dahar 

· Austins: T/S-Texas trip

7. COURTS

· New Hartford Organization (3/2/99)

· Synod’s Vow Committee (Kit, writing)

· Synod’s Book of Discipline Revision (Kit, writing)

8. __________________________________________

9. __________________________________________

10. __________________________________________

B. ELDERS LEADING IN PRAYER

FOR NEXT WEEK: Read 2 Thessalonians 1-3

REMINDER: BIBLE STUDY SERVING SUGGESTIONS

1. Review In Personal Devotions On Thursday (see Acts 17:11; Ps.143:5)

2. Pass to Wife & Children in Family Worship on Thursday or Friday 

(1Cor.14:35; Eph.6:4; Dt.6:6; Ps.78:1f; OR even bring wife & children to Bible study, if possible)

3. Bring Family To Worship On The Lord’s Day (Heb.10:25; Ps.122:1f)

4. Live Out, Tell Friends (ie, know-do-teach; see Ezra 7:10; see Eph.4:11,12)

NOTE:  PLANS (see James 4:13-17)

1. Overall Tentative Teaching-Preaching Plans: 
· 1999-2000: Revelation (preview with review of Daniel? perhaps also Ezekiel? other related OT books? or intra?)
2. Genesis?  The Parables of our Lord?  The Eschatological Discourses of the Gospels?
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