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  I. PREPARATIONS
A. PRAISE & PRAYER (Please pray for the Lord’s Blessing on the Teaching & Preaching! see 2Th.1:11,12; 3:1; Eph.6:19,20; Col.4:2-4)

sing Psalm 2, 110; 19B; any of 119

B. SCHEDULE

February 9: Revelation 3a

16: Revelation 3b

23: Monthly Prayer Meeting

C. READ: Revelation 2:1-28

D. IMPRESSIONS, QUESTIONS & PETITIONS

E. CLARIFICATION

  I. INTRODUCTION TO THE LETTERS (chps.2,3)

A. What are the various connections between:

1. the commissioning visions and the letters?

2. the letters and the visions?

B. What are the various similarities between the letters?

1. how is the structure of each letter similar

· command, revelation, commendation-condemnation-exhortation, command, promise (1,2,3-5,6,7; same as letters!; bad, good, mixed, good, bad; i.e., Ephesus had a witness but not bearing it; Laodicea not have a good witness to bear)

· command to write; applicable self-revelation, commendation & condemnation, appropriate exhortation, command to hear;  promise of blessing & cursing

2. how is the flow of thought similar?

Who He is as the standard of judgment, basis of strength (repentance and perseverance), ground of hope (protection and deliverance) and authority to judge (reward and destroy)

C. What is the order of the letters?

ESP-TSP-L

1. What is the geographical significance of this order?

2. What is the significance of the qualitative arrangement of churches in this order?

E-S-PTS-P-L: worse-better-mixed-better-worse; significance: better and worse; focus on clarifying the mixed

II. THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN SMYRNA (2:8-11)

A. INTRODUCTION (8)

1. What common elements of introduction are here and what is their significance?

2. How does the Lord identify Himself here?

3. How are these attributes particularly appropriate to the church in Smyrna? (see 10,11)

B. BODY (9,10)

1. How is the body of the letter introduced? (9; see 2,13,19,3:1,8,15; see Mt.5:16)

I know your works that (i.e., faithful witness in works; see Mt.5!)

2. What is the commendation? (9; see Heb.10:34)

Heb.10:34; seizure of property = poor!; note: former days; first love!

a. How is this put in perspective? (9b; see 3:17f; see Mt.5:3; Jms.2:5)

b. Who are the agents of these things? (9c; see Jn.9:22; 12:42)

3. What is the exhortation? (10; see 1:17)

a. What is the ground for this exhortation? (10; see 8)

He has “been there; done that” and won the victory; we participate in His victory by faith/fulness

b. What marks prophecy here? (10; see v.8)

behold; see these things He says

c. Who is the author of this persecution? (10, 9)

Satan: adversary; devil: troublemaker

d. Who are the agents of it? (9; see Jn.8:44)

e. Who will be subjected to it? (10; see Heb.10:33)

f. What is the purpose of this affliction? (10; see Jms.1:13f; see Rev.1:2,etc.)

g. Why “ten days”? (10; see Dan.1:12-15; esp. with Rev.2:14,20; also see ten horns-Rev.12:3; 13:1; 17:3,7,12,16 with Dan.7:7f)

i.e., eat things sacrificed to idols; participate in evil; in the world, but not of the world; participate in the government but not in its sins; cf. 3 young men/idol chp.3

h. What outcome is expected? (10; see 2Tim.4:6f)

i. What is promised to those who are faithful to the end? (10; see 8,7; Jms.1:12; see Mk.8:34f; Rom.8:17f)

C. CONCLUSION (11)

1. What common elements of conclusion are here and what is their significance?

ears to hear = hardened hearts, get parables; Is.6:9,10; 7:3; 8:1-4 (vineyard); Ezk.3:27 with first parable following; 12:2 with first? parabolic act following; parabolic letters and parabolic visions

2. How is the earlier promise continued in the conclusion? (10,11; see 20:14; 21:8)

D. DISCUSSION

1. Summarize the situation in the Smyrnan congregation.

2. How does this contrast with the situation in Ephesus?

3. How does all this apply to the Oswego RP congregation?

II. THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN PERGAMUM (2:12-17)

A. INTRODUCTION (12)

1. What common elements of introduction are here and what is their significance?

2. How does the Lord identify Himself here? (see 1:16)

3. How are these attributes particularly appropriate to the church in Pergamum?  (see 16)

B. BODY (13-16)

1. How is the body of the letter introduced? (13; see 2,13,19,3:1,8,15; see Mt.5:16)

2. What is known about them? (13)

a. Why is this located here?  (13; see 12:9f,13f; see Dan.10:13,20,21)

b. What is in stark contrast to this? (see chps.4,5; 12:9f; see Ps.2,110; Eph.1:19f; Phil.2:9f,etc.)

3. In this context, what is the commendation? (13)

a. What is the parallelism here? (13)

b. How is it instructiv? (13)

c. What is offered as a proof of the ground of commendation?  (13; see 12:13f; see 2:10)

i.e., para; in presence of; i.e., representative of ?

d. Who is Antipas? (13; see 12:15; 2Tm.4:11,16; see Ps.89:37; Is.43:10-12

contra mundum?; i.e., against all? i.e., symbolic along with other names used in the letters; esp. against Satan all around (chiasm) water 12:15

i.e., historical person but representative of the whole congregation in his faithfulness though surrounded by Satan’s assaults

undeclineable name: Semitic oddity; i.e., OT ref? see Beale

4. What is the condemnation?  (14,15)

a. What is the significance of this introduction? (14, see 4,20; see Ezk.5:8; 21:3; etc.)

b. How is this qualified? (14; constrast 4,20)

c. What is the problem? (14; see Num.22-25; 31:8,16; see Dt.23:4,5; Josh.13:22; 24:9,10; Neh.13:2; Mic.6:5; 2Pt.2:15; Jude 11)

1) What could Balaam not do?

he could not curse Israel

2) What did he do? (Num.25:1f; Rev.2:14 with 1Cor.8-10; 8:1f; 10:7,8; 14-22; 25f; see 2Kngs.5:18,19)

caused them to curse themselves by falling into sin

3) What happened to him? (Num.22:23,31; 31:8; Josh.13:22; ; see Rev.2:16; 19:21)

ie. killed with the sword; i.e., judicial death; as threatened to those who are ensnared by him as Israel was

d. Who are the Nicolaitans?  (15; see 6)

1) How does the context help answer this?

2) How does the meaning of the word suggest an answer?

write words on the board: Nico-laitans; nikwv

“people of victory”; i.e., “winners” vs. “losers”; i.e. in the world’s eyes, but losers in God’s eyes because they win friends with the world by fellowshipping with them in their sins; e.g., idolatry and immorality

5. What is the exhortation?  (16)

a. What is the definition of repentance? (16)

b. What will be the inevitable outcome of it? (16; see 5; see 1Th.1:9)

c. What is promised to continued disobedience? (16; see 5; see 12; 19:15; Ezk.21:3)
C. CONCLUSION (17)

1. How is the conclusion introduced?  Why?

a parable to deafen unbelief and enlighten faith; Is.6; Mt.13

2. What is promised to those who overcome? (17)

hidden: i.e., heavenly, true, real vs. “shadowlands”

a. What is to be overcome? (see 14)

b. How is this first element of the promise appropriate to that? (17a; see Jn.6:32ff; see Heb.9:24)

c. How is the second element similar to the first? (17b; see Ex.16:31; Num.11:7; see Rev.19:8,9; Mt.22:11f)

invited approved white stone wedding clothes

white stone = vote of acquittal, approval; a pass of admission to special occasions

B,253 top; summary: white stone = ticket to supper of heavenly manna

d. How does the third element also fit in? (17c; see 3:12; 22:3,4 (14:1-4); also see 19:8,9; see Is.62:2; 65:15)

wedding supper: one flesh, one name, new name

e. Why is the name secret? (17c; see Lk.10:22; see Song)

the intimacy of the marital relationship; for those in faith-union only; exclusive

f. How are these things already inaugurated in the visible church? (see Mt.28;18f; Jn.6:32ff)

baptism: new name; Lord’s Supper: ticket to eat of heavenly food by faith

D. DISCUSSION

1. Summarize the situation in the congregation in Pergamum.

2. How does this contrast with the situation in Ephesus and Smyrna?

Ephesus: Nicolaitans; 6/15

Ephesus: doctrine, no life, no persecution; repent

Smyrna: doctrine and life, persecution; persevere

3. How does this letter apply to the Oswego RP congregation?

III. THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN THYATIRA (2:18-28)

A. INTRODUCTION (18)

1. What common elements of introduction are here and what is their significance?

2. How does the Lord identify Himself here?

a. Where does the first part of this come from?  (see 1:9-18; Dan.7:13,9f; 10:6; Ezk.1:7)

b. What statement does John make about Christ? (1:13; see Dan.7:13,9f; Jn.1:18)

3. How are these attributes particularly appropriate to the church in Thyatira? (see 19,23b; see Dt.23:14)

see Zech.4:10?

eyes see; feet walk; therefore must be holy

B. BODY (19-25)

1. How is the body of the letter introduced?  (19; see 2,13,19,3:1,8,15; see Mt.5:16)

2. What is the commendation?  (19; constrast 2:4!; see 1Th.4:1,10)

3. What is the condemnation?  (20)

a. What is the significance of this introduction? (20a, see 4,14; see Ezk.5:8; 21:3; etc.)

b. What is the basic problem? (20b; see 14f; see 1Cor.5:7f)

allowing evil to persist in the congregation unaddressed

c. Is there any possible significance to the description of Jezebel? (20; see 1Tm.2:12)

not “the man Balaam”

yet not nec. significant

d. Who was Jezebel? (1Kngs.16:29-33; see 1Kngs.16-21; 2Kngs.9)

e. How does this description here fit the historical person?  (20,21; 1Kngs.16:31f; 21:25,26)

f. Compare this with v.14.  What is similar? different?

idolatry (Baal) and immorality (Asherah) =? Balaam and Jezebel?; beast and the woman? 

g. How, then, is this name used? (20; see 14,15,13)

symbolically, as the other proper names

h. What is the nature of her claims? (20; see 2,9)

“calling oneself” = not really what say you are

i. How has the Lord dealt with her and how has she responded? (21; see Rom.2:4; see Jer.,Ezek.)

j. Therefore, what will He now do? (22,23; see 17:2; 18;3; see  Ezk.33:27,29)

her sick, consorts afflict, children kill

B,264n127; Ezk.: repent, unrepent; “kill in death… then they will know…”

k. How is the justice of this judgment evident? (22a)

bed of sin, bed of death

l. What still remains true?  (22b; see Jer.,Ezek.; see Heb.9:27)

m. What is the means of judgment?  (23; see 18a; see Rom.2:16; Jn.5:22,27)

n. What is the object and measure of judgment? (23; see Ps.62:12; Pr.24:12; Jer.17:10; Rom.2:6; 2Tm.4:14; Rev.18:6; 20:12,13)

o. Is everyone in the congregation under this condemnation? (24)

p. What do they not hold to? (24, see 20f)  What is this?

q. What does he “burden” them with? (24; see Acts 15:28,29; 19,10; note contrast with v.22)

3. What is the exhortation? (25; see 3:11; see 2:5,16)

hold on to; until I come (end and/or, more prob., intermed.)

C. CONCLUSION (26-28)

1. How is overcoming defined here? (25b, see 25a)

2. What is to be overcome? (25; see 20f)

3. Who is an example of this? (see 1Kngs.18:19f)

4. What is promised to those who overcome? (26-28a; see Ps.2; see Rev.3:21; Eph.2:5f; Col.3:1f)

5. What else is promised?  (28b; 22:16; 2Pt.1:17-19; see Is.11:1; Num.24:14-20)

6. How is the conclusion, in this case, ended? (29)  What is the significance of it?

D. DISCUSSION

1. What is the focus of judgment? (2,6; 19)  What is therefore of great importance?  (14,15; 20,24)

works, teaching

2. Summarize the situation in the church in Thyatira?

3. How does all this apply to the Oswego RP congregation?

III. PRAYER

FOR NEXT WEEK’S STUDY: READ Revelation 2,3

and KEEP A LIST of your observations, questions & petitions.

REMINDER: BIBLE STUDY SERVING SUGGESTIONS

1. Review In Personal Devotions On Thursday (see Acts 17:11; Ps.143:5)

2. Pass to Wife & Children in Family Worship on Thursday or Friday 

(1Cor.14:35; Eph.6:4; Dt.6:6; Ps.78:1f; OR even bring wife & children to Bible study, if possible)

3. Bring Family To Worship On The Lord’s Day (Heb.10:25; Ps.122:1f)

4. Live Out, Tell Friends, Invite Friends to Follow You in Following Christ (ie, know-do-teach; see Ezra 7:10; see Eph.4:11,12)

NOTE:  PLANS (see James 4:13-17)

1. Revelation series may continue into or even through 2000-2001

2. Genesis?  The Parables?  The Eschatological Discourses of the Gospels?
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A. INTRODUCTION (  )

1. 

B. BODY (  )

1. 

C. CONCLUSION (  )

1.

D. DISCUSSION

1. Summarize the situation in the                congregation.

2. How does all this apply to the Oswego RP congregation?

PAGE  
6

