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  I. PREPARATIONS
A. PRAISE & PRAYER (Please pray for the Lord’s Blessing on the Teaching & Preaching! see 2Th.1:11,12; 3:1; Eph.6:19,20; Col.4:2-4)

sing Psalm 2, 110; 19B; any of 119

B. SCHEDULE

February 16: Philadelphia & Laodicea

 23: Monthly Prayer Meeting

March     1: God’s Heavenly Throne (Rev.4; see 5; see Ps.103:19f)

C. READ: Revelation 3:7-22

D. IMPRESSIONS, QUESTIONS & PETITIONS

 II. THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA (3:7-13)

A. INTRODUCTION (7)

1. How do the seven letters relate to each other within their order?

bad-good-mixed(3)-good-bad

2. What are the standard elements of introduction and their significance? (7a)

3. How does the Lord introduce Himself here? (7b) 

a. His attributes (7b; see Is.6:1f with 1:4,etc.; 41:14f; Mk.1:24; Jn.6:69)

Holy, esp. vs. idols; ie. the true God; Holy and True

set apart from other gods who are false; mere images

Gospels: the Holy One of God

b. His prerogatives (7c)

1) see 5:5; 22:16; see Lk.1:32

2) see 1:18b; Is.22:22(36:3) with 9:6,7; 43:10; 44:1,8,etc.; see Mt.16:19; 18:18

5,22: David

1:18; comm. vision

Is.=OT value assigned

B. BODY (8-11)

1. How does this introduction apply to this church? (8a)

a. see Heb.10:19f esp. with Rev.3:12; 3:20

open door into God’s presence

door, knock; come in; He opens to us; we are to open to Him in covenant reciprocity loved, love; see 2Cor.6

b. see Acts 14:27; 1Cor.16:9; 2Cor.2:12; Col.4:3

open door into the world to bear witness to the holy and true God

2. What does the Lord declare about this church? (8b)

3. How was this demonstrated? (8b; see Jn.1:20; see 8a (point 1b above))

confessed./not deny

open door FOR WITNESS(?)

4. How is 8a resumed and continued in v.9?

a. Of whom is He speaking? (9a; see 2:9X//!; 2:2)

2:9; chiastic parallel with other good church!

2:2 false (apostles)

b. How did these likely relate the church? (9a; 2:9f; see Jn.9:22; 12:42; Acts 9:1f)

put Christians out; persecuted

c. What is promised? (9b; see 9a,8a)

8a; a door opened for Jews to come in!

1) What will they do? (9b; see Ps.110:1 with Rev.3:21; see Rev.22:8; 19:10)

2) How is this ironic? (see Is.22:20,22; 42:1,6; 49:6,7,23; 60:1-3; 66:23; Ps.86:9

3) What will they know? (9c; 1:5; see Dt.7:7f; Is.43:4,10; 44:1,8)

love=chosen (Eph.1); with witnesses

4) How is this ironic? (see Rom.9-11)

5) What is the purpose of this irony? (9; see Rom.11:11f)

5. What is their faithfulness? (8b,10; see 3:7,14; 1:5,9; see 1Tm.6:12,13)

a. What is the fruit of their faithfulness? (8b, 10)

they testified to His perseverance (i.e., cross), He will testify for their perseverance; witness to perseverance//experience perseverance

b. Who is to be tested? (10; see 6:10; 8:13; 11:10; 12:12; 13:8,12,14; 14:6; 17:2,8)

# refs = inh.earth=unbel idol who rec. retrib.testing (i.e., to destroy)

c. Will they be spared tribulation? (see 1:9; 2:9,10//!; see 2:10,22; see Jn.17:15; see 6,11,12; 16:2,4,32,33; see Mk.8:34f; Rom.8:17; Acts 14:22; see Dan.12:1,10 with Rev.7:14)

1:9; 2:9; already; 2:10,22, soon (// with Smyrna- other good church)

Jn.17:15= only other place with threw ek;; ; 17:6,11,12; kept your word; chp.16: peace in midst of tribulation

d. What will they be spared from? (10; see 2:10,11; Jn.17:15)

the destructive outcome of tribulation; peiradzw; the second death (irreversible)

6. What does the Lord promise? (11a; see 10; see 2:16; see 2:5; 22:6,7 and 1:7; 10:6,7; 12:12)

 coming quickly //? 10 about to come?

conditional,temporal / unconditional,final comings

conditional, B,308; 2:5,16; 3:3,20

7. What does the Lord command and to what purpose? (11b; see 2:25,10)

C. CONCLUSION (12,13)

1. What is to be overcome? (12a; see 8f; see 2:9f)

2. What is promised? 

a. 12b; see 8a; Heb.10:19f; Ps.23:6b

a permanent place in God’s house !

b. 12b; see 2:17; Is.62:2; 65:15

III. THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN LAODICEA (3:14-22)

A. INTRODUCTION (14)

1. What are the standard elements of introduction and their significance? (14a)

2. How does the Lord introduce Himself here? (14b; see Is.65:15-17f; 43:1,7,8,10,19etc.)

the true witness to God’s new creation//Servant of Jehovah bearing witness to new creation of The Return

Is.43: blind, with Laodi!

B. BODY (15-20)

1. How might this introduction apply to this church? (see 15f; see 2:4; see 2:13f; see Rom.8:23,13f; 6:4; 12:1f; 2Cor.5:17f)

they are not being faithful witnesses to God’s new creation; i.e., begun in them

2. What does the Lord declare about this church and what does this mean? (15-17)

a. traditional explanation (see 2Pt.2:21)

be righteous or wicked, but not in between; better to never repent than to repent and go back to sin (2Pt.)

BUT it seems that hot and cold are both desireable

b. hot coffee or ice cold soda (Hierapolis, Colossae, Laodicea; see Mt.10:42)

B,303: hot water heals, cold water refreshes; lukewarm make nauseous

Mt.10:42; i.e., cold water is good

c. hint in v.17,19? (see 2:9; see Lk.18:9f)

[my guess

oti in 15 related to oti in 17? cold/hot // neither CONFESS poverty nor POSSESS true riches?; either one can be dealt with, but their current state is impossible to deal with and can only be spit out

2:9; Smyrna: poor, but really rich; Lk.18: Pharisee thought rich; tax collector knew that He was poor; i.e., both these situations are acceptable; i.e., PERSEVERING in righteousness or REPENTING from wickedness

3:19; be zealous and repent zestos; zhlow?!

NOTE: “poor” in double frame versus 2:9

d. false riches (17; see 6:15; 13:16; 18:3,15,19; see Hosea 12:7,8; Is.2:10ff,19,11; 13:16)

i.e., gain from participating with the world in sin; esp. token worship to idols of trade guilds [Masonic order??????

3. What is the consequence of this? (16; see Lev.18:25,28; 20:22; Jer.25:27; see Mt.5:13f!; see Rev.2:5!)
witness: neither heal nor refresh the world (neither salt nor light?!) therefore thrown out and moved!

Israel not bear witness to redemptive newness in the midst of the land, therefore spit out! (vomit: violence and completeness)

4. What is the cure for this? (19b; see 2:5,16,21f; 3:3)

a. How may this involve the previous imagery? (19b, see 17)

become warm; i.e., truly wealthy

b. How is this to be done? (18)

c. How is this image appropriate? (18; see 17; see 21:6,17=Is.55:1f)

buy because you are poor!

d. How are the elements and their respective purposes also appropriate?

1) 18a,17a; see 10; 1:12f,15; 1Pt.1:6,7

10; ek; ie, through!

2) 18b,17c; see 1:13,14; 3:4,5; see Is.43:3; Ezk.16:36; 23:29

nakedness with idolatry

3) 18c,17b; see 22!; see Jn.9:39-41

4) note: banking, medical school (opthamology), woolens

B,306

5. Why is the Lord so hard on His wayward churches? (19)

a. How is this illustrated? (20; see Song 5:2; see Lk.12:36,37; Jn.10:2-4; see Rev.3:8)
wife opening to husband; servants to master; Jesus is the door=fellowship theme

note COVENANT fellowship theme: I with him & he with Me

b. When does this occur? (20; see Lk.22:29,20; Rev.19:6f)

now and then: engagement and marriage

C. CONCLUSION (21)

1. What is to be overcome? (21a; see 14-20; see 2:4f,13f)

imitate His faithful witness: acquire the use of His true wealth (faith, love and hope purified through the suffering these bring on themselves)

2. What is promised? (21b; see chps.4,5!; see Mk.8:34f; Rom.8:17; Acts14:22)

3. What is necessary to understand these things? (22; see 18d; Mt.13:16; Eph.2:8f)

IV. PRAYER

· Currans house is sold!

· Gabriella Verdi: Hungarian Reformed Church (friend of Mara and Nadia)

· Kit’s Dad-heart attack; Meg’s Dad-heart and other physical problems (Jane O’Brien)

· WVC: T/S, edict (i.e., “enough”) [LS: cannot discover cause, therefore sacrifice and appeal to the mercy of God to forgive and bless; see Deut.

Thanksgiving: Nadia, musical, Berklee; mtg. with new WVC; Selvaggios; Work Groups

Justin, Jason; Gabriella Verdi (Hungarian Reformed Church)

Children’s Story Hour: resume

FOR NEXT WEEK’S STUDY: READ Revelation 4,5

and KEEP A LIST of your observations, questions & petitions.

FROM LAST WEEK ON “THE BOOK OF LIFE” (2:5)

b. ____________ (5b; see 4a,1b; see 13:8; 17:8; 20:12,15; 21:27; Phil.4:3; Lk.10:20; Heb.12:23)

name: reinforces idea of victory, reward

book of life vs. books of judgment Rev.20:12,13; Dan.12:1,2; 7:10ff

parallels in Revelation: blot out = not written

1) What is the theme in all these references? 

2) What is the issue with “name”? (1,4,5a,5b)

true/false name; written, not written

3) What is not in mind then? (see 1Jn.2:19; see Phil.1:6) 

assurance vs. warning

4) What is the point of erasure? (see 2Pt.1:10,11) 

greater earnestness in self-examination, repentance and perseverance in order to enter and not drop in the wilderness!

c. ____________ (5c; see Mt.10:32=Lk.12:8; see 2Tim.2:12)

1) How does this shed light on the previous question (book; see Rev.2:13; Jn.1:20) 

ie parallel: not blot out but confess; i.e., confess, not deny

d. What is the difference in the use of the book metaphor between Ex.32:32,33; Ps.69:28; 139:16 and the NT use? (see Lk.10:20) 

roll of those living on earth vs. roll of those registered in heaven (see NBD?)

REMINDER: BIBLE STUDY SERVING SUGGESTIONS

1. Review In Personal Devotions On Thursday (see Acts 17:11; Ps.143:5)

2. Pass to Wife & Children in Family Worship on Thursday or Friday 

(1Cor.14:35; Eph.6:4; Dt.6:6; Ps.78:1f; OR even bring wife & children to Bible study, if possible)

3. Bring Family To Worship On The Lord’s Day (Heb.10:25; Ps.122:1f)

4. Live Out, Tell Friends, Invite Friends to Follow You in Following Christ (ie, know-do-teach; see Ezra 7:10; see Eph.4:11,12)

NOTE:  PLANS (see James 4:13-17)

1. Revelation series may continue into or even through 2000-2001

2. Genesis?  The Parables?  The Eschatological Discourses of the Gospels?
II. THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN PERGAMUM (2:12-17)

A. INTRODUCTION (  )

1. 

B. BODY (  )

1. 

C. CONCLUSION (  )

1.

D. DISCUSSION

1. Summarize the situation in the                congregation.

2. How does all this apply to the Oswego RP congregation?
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