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  I. PREPARATIONS
A. PRAISE & PRAYER (Please pray for the Lord’s Blessing on the Teaching & Preaching! see 2Th.1:11,12; 3:1; Eph.6:19,20; Col.4:2-4)

sing Psalm 2, 110; 19B; any of 119

B. SCHEDULE

February 2: Revelation 2b

 9: Revelation 3a

16: Revelation 3b

23: Monthly Prayer Meeting

C. READ: Revelation 1:9-2:11

D. IMPRESSIONS, QUESTIONS & PETITIONS

E. CLARIFICATION

Q: Why did John turn? A: To “see the voice”.  (12a,10; Ezk.3:12; see Ex.19:16,19; see on 1:10,11 above; significance =?; see LXX of Ezk.3:12,13; 43:5,6)

“to see the voice” (12; see Ex.19:16,19; see on 1:10,11 above; significance =?; see LXX of Ezk.3:12,13; 43:5,6)

  I. INTRODUCTION TO THE LETTERS (chps.2,3)

A. VISION, LETTERS & VISIONS (1:9f; 2:1,etc.; 5:1f; see Dan.7; Ezk.1-3; Is.6)

throne, throne, throne: same reference point for letters and signs; for word and signs

1. 1:11,19 and 2:1,etc.

write

2. 1:11-19 and 2:1,etc.

some element/s of heavenly glory

B. THESE THINGS HE SAYS (2:1,etc.; see Ezk.5:8; 13:8;etc; Zech.,12x; Ezek.,>65x; Jer.,~30x; Amos, 8x)  What is the significance of this phrase? (see 1:11-19; esp.1:3; 22:7)

C. BASIC STRUCTURE (Beale, P.225; others combine some of these sections together in various ways)

[chiastic analysis

1. (A1) command to write to an angel of a church

2. Christ’s self-revelation (i.e., authority to command; see 1:11&19; Mt.28:18f)

a. elements directly from prophetic commission (1:11-19)

b. introduced by prophetic formula “these things He says” (2:1,etc.)

c. elements appropriate to needs of, and exhortation to, each church (e.g., lampstand; 2:1&5; sword; 2:12,16)

3. (B1a) commendation of the church’s good works (see 2:2,19; 3:1,8,15)

4. (B1b) accusation against the church’s sin/s

5. (B2)   exhortation to persevere and/or repent with promise of judgment/blessing (note: covenant; with overall structure similarity to OT-ancient Near East treaties; Yahweh/Pharoah // Christ/Caesar)

B,227; re. Deut.

6. (A2) command to hear 

7. (B) promise to the conquerors

D. LOGICAL FLOW OF THOUGHT: WHO HE IS (1:11-19; 2:1,etc.; 5:1f)

His revelation: His words, His signs

1. He is: the standard of judgment for commendation or correction 

2. He is: the basis of strength for repentance and perseverance 

3. He is: the ground of hope for protection and deliverance

E. ADDRESSEES: THE RECIPIENTS OF THE LETTERS

1. seven (1:20); to the churches (2:7,etc.); see Col.4:16
each letter especially appropriate to given church, yet useful to all

2. 1-7: ESP,TSP,L (see map)

B,226

a. 1 & 7: unfaithful: repent

b. 3-5:    mixture: reform

c. 2&6:   faithful: persevere

d. guess what? (see 2a-c above)

1) what is the significance of this?

center = focus = church as a whole in need of reform; yet a few better, some worse 

2) see 2:23 (see Ezek., e.g.; 6:7; see Dan., e.g., 4:17,25,32; 5:21!)

3) given the word-sign connection, how may this structure apply to the visions?

12-14 is the heart of the visions!; i.e., the battle between Christ and Satan; in between the three series of sevens

3. Why is Revelation so much patterned after the book of Daniel? (eg. 1:1,19; 4:1; 22:6 and Dan.2:28,29,45)

Daniel in Babylon = us in the world!  strangers and exiles, no earthly home, in a sometime very hostile environment that tests our faith even to the point of death

F. INTERPRETATION: FROM HISTORICAL SITUATION TO O.T. SELECTION BACK TO HISTORICAL SITUATION
what’s going on brings OT refs. to mind which are interpreted according to their source and applied to what’s going on

 II. THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN EPHESUS (2:1-7)

A. INTRODUCTION (1,2a)

1. Who are these angels? (1,etc.; see Zech.1:9,etc.; see Rom.10:15)

2. What is commanded? (1) Why? (Heb.1:14; 2Cor.5:20)

i.e., angel given a message to be delivered; i.e., messengers vs. authors!; ambassadors

3. Who receives this gift; i.e., in what situation are they in? (1; see Heb.10:25f)

i.e., gathered!

miss the assemblies, you may miss something good!

CAREFUL!  HERE?!eg., asked to make clear to our older young people the dangers in the world by someone who was absent from the LS, albeit legitimately

4. How does Jesus identity Himself here? (1; see 1:12,13,16,20)

a. What is the significance of “holding”? (1; see 1:6,8!; see Jn.10:28,29)

verb; also pres. act. ptc!

holding the stars of the churches and, thereby, the churches themselves?

b. What is the significance of “right hand”? (1; see Ps.16:8; 110:1,5; Mt.26:64; Eph.1:20)

c. What is the significance of “walking”?(1; see 13; see Gen.3:8; see Num.8:2; 2Chr.13:11)

pres. act. ptc!

d. What is the significance of “golden” lampstands? (1; 1:12f with Dan.7:12f)

of gold; i.e., in heaven (see Dan.7) THEREFORE also on earth

5. How is the body of the letter introduced? (2; see see 2:19; 3:1,8,15)

B. BODY (2-6)

1. What is the commendation? (2)

works!

a. How are these described? (2a)

b. What do these include? (2b)

c. How did they do this last? (2c; see 1Jn.4:11)

note: peirazw: i.e., testing with failure in view; i.e., they suspected and expected false; i.e., indicted, tried and proved false; so with all testing; no use of dokimazw! (yet not too strict a separation?) 1Jn.4:1; test the spirits = John’s only use of dokimaz (quick study in BW)

d. What did they discover? (2d; see 2:9,20; see 2Cor.11:13f; 2Pt.2;1f; see Acts 20:17,28f!)
e What is the ironic contrast in v.3? (see v.13)

cannot bear the moral evil of false apostles but can bear the circumstantial “evil” (i.e., calamity) of His Name)

2. What is the condemnation? (4)

a. What is the significance of this introduction?(!) (4; see 14,20; (3:4); see Jer.21:13; 50:31; 51:25; see Ezk.5:8; 13:8; 21:3; 26:3; 28:22; 29:3,10; 35:3; 38:3; 39:1 (many with tade legei; “these things He says”; Rev.2:1,etc.); Nahum 2;13; 3:5)

prophetic warning against covenant breakers!  church = true Israel; under same judgment for participating in idolatry!!!

b. What is the sin condemned? (4; see 19; see Is.56:6; Ezk.16:8; see Hosea; see Jer.2:2f; 9f; 2:13; 1:16)
i.e., covenant love; against you as covenant breakers

Jer.2:2f; i.e., other gods!; 2:13; 1;16 forsaken!!!

3. What is the exhortation? (5a; see Heb.10:32f)

Heb.10:32;  remember first days

a. What discipline is promised if not? (5b)

b. What does the discipline suggest about the sin? (5b,4; see Ex.21:24; see Mt.5:14-16;13!; Mk.4:21-25; Lk.8:16-18)

Ex.21; eye for eye; i.e., discipline appropriate to sin

i.e., burned bright in witness, but left that and became dim, hidden

4. What further commendation is there? (6; see 15,14 with 2)

really a reiteration, continuation of v.2; i.e., vs. false prophets

5. What does “hate” mean? (6; see Rom.9:13; 12:9; Prov.1:29)
FURTHER: 

B,231; Jews forfeited by neglect; we also as congregations

bear fruit or cut down; 
perhaps better: bear fruit, trimmed to bear more fruit (i.e., church planting = discipline as well as blessing???)

C. CONCLUSION (7)

1. What is the significance of the repeated concluding exhortation? (7; see Mt.13:9-17 (Mk.4:9,23; Lk.8:8); see Is.6:9,10; Ezk.3:27; 12:2; Jer.5:21)

2. What is significant about the historical and literary sources of this phrase?

historical: warnings of judgment against a hardened people (Isaiah: Judah (Israel in background); 

literary: from clear preaching to cryptic signs; i.e., a judgment against hard heartedness; not pay attention to the clear; things get harder

3. What does this mean for the churches? (5,6; see 1Pt.4:17f)

judgment if not repent; will be destroyed like Israel (Is.); Judah & Jerusalem (Ezk.,Jer.); therefore has AD70 in view whether future or past but applying to the church vs. to the Jews!

4. What is “overcoming”? (7; see 5,6)

5. What is promised to those who overcome? (7; see Gen.2:9; 3:22f; Rev.22:2,14; see Mk.9:43f)

6. How is this an appropriate promise? (Compare 2:1,5 with 22:2; with Is.42:6,7; 49:6; see 1Tm.4:16)

i.e., light to nations; leaves for nations; i.e., merciful receive mercy, witnessing to life participate in life

D. DISCUSSION

1. Summarize the situation in the Ephesian congregation.

inner purity; no outward witness: i.e., bright light under a bushel or bright light not brought out, not shining in front of it (see concord sheet on lampstnd); i.e., evangelism, public testimony; OR a more full engagement in our situations; not compromising with evil but seeking compromise from evil; light, salt, leaven; not overcome by evil but overcome evil with good = not do nothing!

2. How does all this apply to the Oswego RP congregation?

III. THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH IN SMYRNA (2:8-11)

A. INTRODUCTION (8)

1. What common elements of introduction are here and what is their significance?

2. How does the Lord identify Himself here?

3. How are these attributes particularly appropriate to the church in Smyrna? (10)

B. BODY (9,10)

1. How is the body introduced? (9)

2. What is the commendation? (9; see Heb.10:34)

Heb.10:34; seizure of property = poor!; note: former days; first love!

a. How is this put in perspective? (9b; see 3:17f; see Mt.5:3; Jms.2:5)

b. Who are the agents of these things? (9c; see Jn.9:22; 12:42)

3. What is the exhortation? (10; see 1:17)

a. What is the ground for this exhortation? (10; see 8)

He has “been there; done that” and won the victory; we participate in His victory by faith/fulness

b. What marks prophecy here? (10)

c. Who is the author of this? (10,9)

Satan: adversary; devil: troublemaker

d. Who are the agents of this? (9; see Jn.8:44)

e. Who will be subjected to this? (10; see Heb.10:33)

f. What is the purpose of this affliction? (10; see Jms.1:13f; see Rev.1:2,etc.)

g. Why “ten days”? (10; see Dan.1:12-15; also see ten horns-Rev.12:3; 13:1; 17:3,7,12,16 with Dan.7:7f)

h. What outcome is expected? (10; see 2Tim.4:6f)

i. What is promised to those who are faithful to the end? (10; see 8,7; Jms.1:12; see Mk.8:34f; Rom.8:17f)

C. CONCLUSION (11)

1. What common elements of conclusion are here and what is their significance?

2. How is the earlier promise continued in the conclusion? (10,11; see 20:14; 21:8)

D. DISCUSSION

1. Summarize the situation in the Ephesian congregation.

2. How does all this apply to the Oswego RP congregation?

III. PRAYER

FOR NEXT WEEK: READ Revelation 1-3 and KEEP A LIST of your observations, questions & petitions
FOR NEXT WEEK’S STUDY: READ Revelation 1-3

and KEEP A LIST of your observations, questions & petitions.

REMINDER: BIBLE STUDY SERVING SUGGESTIONS

1. Review In Personal Devotions On Thursday (see Acts 17:11; Ps.143:5)

2. Pass to Wife & Children in Family Worship on Thursday or Friday 

(1Cor.14:35; Eph.6:4; Dt.6:6; Ps.78:1f; OR even bring wife & children to Bible study, if possible)

3. Bring Family To Worship On The Lord’s Day (Heb.10:25; Ps.122:1f)

4. Live Out, Tell Friends, Invite Friends to Follow You in Following Christ (ie, know-do-teach; see Ezra 7:10; see Eph.4:11,12)

NOTE:  PLANS (see James 4:13-17)

1. Revelation series may continue into or even through 2000-2001

2. Genesis?  The Parables?  The Eschatological Discourses of the Gospels?
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