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  I. PREPARATIONS
A. PRAISE & PRAYER (Please pray for the Lord’s Blessing on the Teaching & Preaching! see 2Th.1:11,12; 3:1; Eph.6:19,20; Col.4:2-4)

Psalm 151”D” (David… .MacLean)

sing Psalm 2, 110; 19B; any of 119

B. SCHEDULE

 December    8: Introductions (1:1-8) 

15: No Study (OHS Choral Concert; NOTE: Caroling on Friday, 12/17, 7PM at Swartzes)

22: Prayer Meeting: End of Year Focus

29: Prayer Meeting: Y2K Focus

 January       5: No Study

12:  Commissioning Vision (1:9-20)

C. READ: Revelation 1:1-8

D. IMPRESSIONS & QUESTIONS FROM READING THROUGH THE BOOK

II. INTRODUCTIONS TO THE BOOK
A. APOCALYPTIC INTRODUCTION (1-3; see 22:6-21, ethical consequences)
1. How is the book described? (1)  What does this mean?

2. What is the connection with Jesus Christ? (1)

object, subject, or both

3. What is the source of this? (1)

a. What is the purpose of the gift? (1)

b. What is the substance of the gift? (1; see 1:19; 4:1; 22:6; Dan.2:28,29;45; see 28f; see 12/5/99 sermon)

4. What is the character of this? (1; see 2)

visions; things seen 

a. What does this character require? (1; see v.20; see Dan.8:16)

 explanations: sign and word

b. Who is the recipient of this? (1)

c. What does this make John? (1; see 3; see 10:7; 2Kngs.9:7; 17;13,23,etc.)

d. Summarize the chain of transmission. (1)  What is the lesson in this? (see Is.55:8,9)

the transcendence of God; man cannot reach to Him (Babel); He must reach out to man

word of God vs. imaginations of men

5. What did this mean for John? (2)

a. How did he do this? (2; see 11,19)

wrote; note aorists in 2 and 11,19; 2:1,etc.; i.e., a single act vs. a diary, journal?

b. How is this God’s word? (2; see 1; see 2Pt.1:20,21; Jer.1:9)

God gave it…

c. How is this Christ’s testimony? (2; see Jn.3:11f; 5:19,20)

… to Christ

d. What is included? (2)  Why? (see 22:18,19)

God’s word; testimony = truth, whole truth, nothing but the truth

6. How does this introduction conclude? (3; see Lk.6:20f and 24f with Rev.1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7,14; note: number, crescendo; compare Rev. 8:13; 9:12; 11:14; 12:12; 18:10,16,19)

blessed Rev. 1:3, Rev. 14:13, Rev. 16:15, Rev. 19:9, Rev. 20:6, Rev. 22:7, Rev. 22:14

also 7 woes Rev. 8:13, Rev. 9:12, Rev. 11:14, Rev. 12:12, Rev. 18:10, Rev. 18:16, Rev. 18:19

a. Who is the object of this? (3; see Jn.13:17)

b. How is the content of the book described? (3; see 2,3a)

perfect tense

word of God, prophecy

c. What is the ground of this? (3; see 1; see Lam.4:18; Ezk.7:7; 9:1; Mk.1:15f)

note perfects in Mark

Ezk.7:7; season here, day near (general arrived, specific not yet; but Rev.1:3; season near!s

7. How do the different approaches to the book explain the theme of imminence?

B. EPISTOLARY INTRODUCTION (4-8)

1. What are the most fundamental elements of a letter and how are they evident here? (4)  How do we do this at the beginning of our letters?

from: LETTERHEAD and to: salutation; OR return address on envelope; nothing more aggravating than not know right away who a letter is from; thus “John” at very start!

a. Who is John? (4, see 1) 

b. What does his minimal identification suggest? 

well-known; i.e., apostle John who spent much time in Ephesus (Polycarp?)

c. What is the significance of the recipients? (4; see Gen.2:1-3) 

seven: symbolizes completeness; i.e., representative of the visible church in general; in every place and age

2. What is the greeting and its significance? (4; see Rom.1:1; 5:1,2)

a. Who is this from? (4a,4b,5a)

b. How does the whole help understand the parts? (see Mt.28:19; 2Cor.13:14)

triplet; 4a could refer to Christ (see Heb.13:8) but in this context, seems trinitarian

3. The first source has an odd form, like a title or quotation. (4a; see 8)  Why is this? (see Ex.3:14; see Is.41:4; 43:10; 44:6; 48:12)

Beale, reflects Greek Jewish exegesis on Ex.3:14

4. What is the striking form of the second source and its significance? (4b; see 1:4; 4:5; 5:6; Zech.4:2-7; Is.11:2f; 

5. What are the three sub-parts of the third source? (5a)

a. These three subparts each have an odd form, like a title or quotation. (5)  

    Why is this? (see Ps.89:27,37)

(1) see 2; 1Tm.6:13; see Is.43:10-13; see Rev.2:13, 10,11 (11:7; 17:6); see Lk.11:47-41(Rev.1:1,2)

faithful witness; “martyrs” not = death, but even to death; e.g., prophets(Lk.11), “My servants” witnessed His word vs. made up own

(2) see Ps.89:27-37; see 2Sam.7:13-16; Ps.2:7,8 (Acts 13:33); Col.1:18; 1Cor.15:20f; see Is.55:4

(3) see 6:15; 16:14; 17:2; 18:3,9; 19:19; 21:24; see Dan.2:44; Eph.1:20f; Phil.2:11; 1Cor.15:25

6. What happens next? (6b; see 5b,6)

6b: glory- dox-ology

a. What is the root of it all? (5b; see Jn.15:13; see Eph.1:4)

b. What is the fundamental expression of this? (5b)  What two great events are alluded to here? (see Ex.12,13; Lev.16)

Passover, Exodus; Day of Atonement

c. What consequence of the first allusion is then alluded to? (6a; see Ex.19:6; see 1Pt.2:5,9; see Num.3:12,41f)

sermon: Melchizedekian priests in Christ!; king-priests (prophets: witnesses!)

Num.3: Levites REPRESENTED the nation as a whole; ie, the tithe of the nation as priests (lack made up for with coin)

(1) What is the significance of the whole idea? (6a; see 2Chr.26:16; Zech.4:2f,14&6:13 (Rev.11:4); Heb.7:1)

king-priests (prophets: witnesses!)

(2) What does this mean for our lives as Christians? (Heb.5:1-3,4; 9:12; Mk.10:42-45; 8:34f; see Rom.12:1f; 15:16; see Is.43:10-13

made vs. made selves

priests: teach, patient, sacrifice on behalf of ourselves and others; teach; Christ: WE are the sacrifices! tribulation!; He died to accomplish salvation; we die to apply-preach-declare-living picture  salvation; Rom.15; offering of theGentiles; Rom.12; body a living sacrifice; holiness of priests; of kings Ps.101

kings: serve vs. served

(3) What is the essential feature of all of this? (6a; see Eph.2:6)

He made us; we are in Him

7. What is the consequence of all this for Jesus Christ? (6b; see 5:5f,9f; (4:11); Phil.2:5-11)

see Mt.6; end of Lord’s Prayer: kingdom, power, glory

a. How is this consequence elaborated? (7)

connection: amen; 6,7

b. Consider the OT allusions involved here: Dan.7:13; Zech.12:10f; see Mt.24:30

(1) What is the point of the allusion to Dan.7:13? (see Rev.1:6; 5:5f,9f)

worthy of divine glory

(2) What is the point of the allusion to Zech.12:10f? (see Acts 2:23,36f)

(3) How is the Zech.12:10 allusion developed? (see Zech.14:17; Dan.7:14)

(4) note: tribes of the earth (see Rev.11:9; 13:7; 14:6; compare 7:4 & 9; see 21:24-22:3)

judgment of unrepentant; salvation of repentant (those who mourn over Him; Acts 2)

c. What is the coming here? (7; see Ps.104:3 but see Dan.7:13; Mk.13:26 and Acts 1:9,11; 1Th.4:17)

not the known one but the unknown one

coming with clouds is distinctive phrase; i.e., Mk.13 defines it

8. How is this section marked as concluded? (8; see 4,5; see 22:13; Is.44:6)

a. How many elements are there in this verse?

b. What do the first two have in common?

c. How does the introduction of verse 8 suggest their significance? (see Jn.8:58)

I am; see Jn.8:

d. What is significant about the order in the second element? (8; see 4)

His absolute sovereignty has present consequences first and foremost: the One being; present active participle

e. What is significant about the last part of the second element? (8,4; see 7)

f. What is significant about the last element? (8; see 6; 5:12 & 4:11; see Dan.2:28f; 4:32,37)

IV. PRAYER

READ  Revelation 1:1-20 for the next Bible study (1/12/00)

KEEP A LIST of your observations & questions.

REMINDER: BIBLE STUDY SERVING SUGGESTIONS

1. Review In Personal Devotions On Thursday (see Acts 17:11; Ps.143:5)

2. Pass to Wife & Children in Family Worship on Thursday or Friday 

(1Cor.14:35; Eph.6:4; Dt.6:6; Ps.78:1f; OR even bring wife & children to Bible study, if possible)

3. Bring Family To Worship On The Lord’s Day (Heb.10:25; Ps.122:1f)

4. Live Out, Tell Friends, Invite Friends to Follow You in Following Christ (ie, know-do-teach; see Ezra 7:10; see Eph.4:11,12)

NOTE:  PLANS (see James 4:13-17)

1. Revelation series may continue into or even through 2000-2001

2. Genesis?  The Parables?  The Eschatological Discourses of the Gospels?
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