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  I. PREPARATIONS
A. PRAISE & PRAYER (Please pray for the Lord’s Blessing on the Teaching & Preaching! see 2Th.1:11,12; 3:1; Eph.6:19,20; Col.4:2-4)

sing Psalm 2

B. SCHEDULE

November 10: 
The Use of the Old Testament in The Revelation (and, perhaps, use of other literature)

November 17: 
The Major Interpretive Approaches to The Revelation

November 24: 
Annual Thanksgiving Prayer Meeting (1Th.5:16-18; Pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks.)

C. NEXT PRAYER MEETING: Wednesday, November 24th

D. READ: Revelation 11

E. IMPRESSIONS & QUESTIONS FROM READING THROUGH THE BOOK

II. THE SYMBOLIC NATURE OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION
A. PROOF FROM INTRODUCTION (Rev.1:1)

1. words: shmaivw (signify; see Heb.2:4; Rev.13:13; see Jn.12:33; 18:32; 21:19); deiknumi (show,reveal; see 4:1; 17;1; 21:9,10; 22:1,6,8)

2. allusion: “revelation… God showed (revealed)… what must come to pass… and he made known” (Rev.1:1 & Dan.2:28-30,45 only!)

a. “not abstract, but pictorial” (Beale, NICGNT, p.51; i.e., not Picasso, but Rockwell)

b. Dan.2,4; 7-12; Rev.1:13; 4:2,4,6f; 5:5a,5b (i.e., recognizable images vs. totally unique things)

c. yet “symbolic and not pictorial” (Swete, comm., p.cxxxix; not realism but impressionistic)

d. summary: not combine pictures and interpret the whole, but interpret each picture and combine the interpretations (art gallery exhibition on common theme vs. one large picture; e.g. Rockwell’s “The Four Freedoms”; Mussorsky’s “Pictures at an Exhibition”; symphonic “movements”)

B. SIGNIFICANCE

1. the whole book declared by the author to be symbolic (Rev.1:1 esp. with allusion to Dan.2:28-30,45)

2. therefore, assume symbolism unless clearly not as indicated by declaration or context (i.e., 1:12-20 and 4:1-22:5 at least, is symbolic)

3. contra literalistic interpretation: assume literal unless impossible

C. THE NATURE OF SYMBOLIC COMMUNICATION

1. note: most communication is symbolic (e.g., “apple”; symbol interpreted by association: literal thing associated with visual symbol associated with linguistic symbol)

2. levels of communication

a. linguistic level: the words that are read and heard

b. visionary level: the things that John saw 

c. referential level: the literal context of John’s experience that identified these thing to John (e.g., 1:12f)

d. symbolic level: the symbolic context (often rooted in the OT!) that declares or makes evident the significance of these things

3. examples

a. Rev.19:7,8

b. Rev.13:1f (see Dan.8:20,21)

4. What is different about the plagues of Exodus and those of Revelation?  How does this determine our understanding of the plagues of Revelation?

Exodus = historical book; Revelation = symbolic book; plagues of Exodus are the literal context of John’s (historical) experience that identify these things to him but do not necessarily mean that literal plagues are predicted

III. PRINCIPLES FOR INTERPRETING SYMBOLS
A. TYPES OF SYMBOLS: METAPHOR, SIMILE, PARABLE AND HYPOCATASTASIS

Fred is a wolf who hunts me… ; Fred is like a wolf who hunts me… ;  there once was a wolf named Fred who hunted…; the wolf hunts me

hypocatastasis: hypo(dermic)+ kata + stasis (i.e., far! underneath the text?; hidden reference); not in my dictionary!

B. ESSENCE: IDENTIFICATION OF COMPLETELY DIFFERENT THINGS IN ORDER TO SHOW PARTICULAR SIMILARITIES
1. evidences of symbolic intention

a. formal linking of two word of totally different meanings (1:20; lampstands are churches; 11:3,4; witnesses are olive trees and lampstands; note: metaphor)

b. descriptive term (1:20; mystery; 11:8; spiritually called)

c. a literal improbability (10:10; I ate the book)

2. elements: literal subject, figurative subject and point of comparison

3. examples

a. Fred is a wolf (human/animal)

b. Peter is a rock (animate/inanimate)

4. interpretation/s from “commonplace associations” (broad context of daily experience and biblical knowledge)

wolves: vicious, fearsome; Acts 20 Ephesus

rock: solid, immovable; apostle Peter, his profession of Christ as the Messiah; Mt.16

a. many possible similarities; context would select

b. suggest contexts that would select particular similarities (i.e., context reveals original intent of the symbol)

a. Fred’s skills as a negotiator (+) / Fred’s relationships with women (-)

b. Peter’s intellectual capacity (-); Peter’s reliability (+); Peter’s desk drawer contents!!!

5. note: cognitive and emotive input (effects both how you think and how you feel)

C. IN GENERAL, EARLY EXPLANATION OF A SYMBOL CREATES A GIVEN FOR LATER REFERENCE (e.g., 1:20 and 11:4; e.g., accidental within a measure of music; i.e., limitations on continuance?; e.g., within a heptad or other literary unit?)

D. INTERPRETIVE CONTEXTS OF REVELATION (i.e., John the Prophet’s original intent in the symbol): within own unit (e.g., introduction-conclusion; letters-visions; heptad; corresponding heptad); NT; Hebrew OT; Greek OT (LXX); Jewish apocalyptic literature; Graco-Roman world (literature, money, inscriptions, art, culture, politics, etc.)

Notes from Swete’s commentary:

· OT history into NT symbolism (e.g., Exodus; Acts 26:18; Col.1:13)

· OT symbolism into NT symbolism (e.g., beasts, horns)

· Original to John (e.g., Woman with Child; Harlot Babylon on Scarlet Beast; Three Sevenfold Series; the Millenium)

· Supporting, nonsymbolical images (e.g., the imports of Babylon; see supporting details of Gospel parables)

· interpretation declared (e.g., lampstands), obvious (Lamb, wife of Lamb), not so obvious (144,000; the great city)

· uncertainty of reference reciprocal to power of image

IV. THE SYMBOLIC NATURE OF NUMBERS IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION
A. NOTE ON TRANSLATION (see Rev.21:16,17)

B. KEY: REVELATION 1:1 – BOOK IS SYMBOLIC, NUMBERS ASSUMED TO BE SO ALSO

C. NUMBERS PER SE: SOVEREIGN AUTHORITY & POWER TO PUT IN ORDER (Gen.1)

D. SEVEN: FINAL (completeness; Gen.1:1-2:3; see Gen.4;15,24; Ps.79:12; see Roman emperors, seven stars on coins; note: seven colors in the rainbow; see 10/3/99 sermon; note: the overwhelmingly dominant number in the book; i.e., final judgment and salvation; the new creation)

E. FOUR: UNIVERSAL (compass; elements: earth, air, fire, water; see Jer.49:36; Dan.7:2; Mt.24:31; Rev.4:6-8; 7:1)

F. TWELVE: UNITY IN DIVERSITY (Rev.21:12,14; see 22:2)

G. COMBINATIONS

see Beale much from Bauckham, p.60f

1. 4 + 3 (first 4 trumpets and bowls over all four parts of the earth; i.e., universal judgment)

2. 4 x 7 (i.e., universal and final-complete)

a. 4x7: seals, trumpets, (thunders), bowls

b. 28: list of imports (18:11-13)

c. 4x7: tribe, tongue, people nation (5:9; 7:9; 10:11; 11:9; 13:7; 14:6; 17:15)

d. 7x4: seven Spirits (1:4; 3;1; 4:5; 5:6)

e. names of God: lives forever (4x); the Lord God Almighty (7x); sit on throne (7x); Alpha & Omega,etc. (7x; note progression: 1:8,17 & 21:6 (2x); 22:13 (3x); 4 contexts x 7 references in intensified usage)

H. NONE FOR SATAN, ETC. EXCEPT IN IMITATION (12:3; 13:1; 17:3,7,9-11)

I. OTHER

1. Ps.2:9 rod of iron (3x; Rev. 2:27, 12:5, 19:15)

2. Dan.2:28ff signify (4x; 1:1,19; 4:1; 22:6)

3. Exod.19:16ff lightnings, sounds and thunders (4x; introduce section-4:5; conclude-8:5; 11:19; 16:18; plagues as decreation/new creation)

IV. THE PURPOSE OF SYMBOLISM IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION
A. MATTHEW 13:9,15,16; see esp.43,24f,34f  - AND-   13:23

B. REVELATION 2:7,11,17,29; 3:6,13,22; see 13:9 - AND-  2:7,11,17,29; 3:6,13,22; see 13:9,10

C. SEE JOHN 9:41

3. “not abstract but pictorial” (Beale, NICGNT,p.51); “symbolic and not pictorial” (Swete, comm., p.cxxxix)

III. PRAYER

READ THROUGH The Book of Revelation 

KEEP A LIST of your observations & questions.

REMINDER: BIBLE STUDY SERVING SUGGESTIONS

1. Review In Personal Devotions On Thursday (see Acts 17:11; Ps.143:5)

2. Pass to Wife & Children in Family Worship on Thursday or Friday 

(1Cor.14:35; Eph.6:4; Dt.6:6; Ps.78:1f; OR even bring wife & children to Bible study, if possible)

3. Bring Family To Worship On The Lord’s Day (Heb.10:25; Ps.122:1f)

4. Live Out, Tell Friends, Invite Friends to Follow You in Following Christ (ie, know-do-teach; see Ezra 7:10; see Eph.4:11,12)

NOTE:  PLANS (see James 4:13-17)

1. Revelation series may continue into or even through 2000-2001

2. Genesis?  The Parables?  The Eschatological Discourses of the Gospels?
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