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  I. PREPARATIONS
A. PRAISE & PRAYER (Please pray for the Lord’s Blessing on the Teaching & Preaching! see 2Th.1:11,12; 3:1; Eph.6:19,20; Col.4:2-4)

sing Psalm 2, 110; 19B; any of 119

B. SCHEDULE

January  12: Commissioning Vision (1:9-20)

19: Monthly Prayer Meeting- Sanctity of Human Life Focus (Presentation by John O’Brien)

26: Revelation 2a

February 2: Revelation 2b

 9: Revelation 3a

16: Revelation 3b

23: Monthly Prayer Meeting

C. READ: Revelation 1:1-20

D. IMPRESSIONS, QUESTIONS & PETITIONS

II. INTRODUCTIONS (1:9-11)

A. PERSONAL INTRODUCTION (9)

1. What were the two previous introductions? (1-3; 4-8)

2. Who is introducing himself here? (9a; see 4)

a. How does he describe himself?

b. What is the purpose of this?

c. What is the sphere of relationship?

d. What is the significance of the structure of this phrase?

1) in comparison with 1:5

2) in explaining itself (i.e., how do the elements relate to each other?)

3. What is the geographical setting of his commission? (9b)

a. Where is this island?

b. Why was he there?

c. What is the meaning of this phrase? (see v.2a; 6:9; 20:4; see 19:13; see Jn.10:35; 1Th.2:13)

B. PROPHETIC INTRODUCTION (10,11)

1. What happened to John? (10a;  4:2; 17:3; 21:10; see Ezk.2:2; 3:12,14,24; 11:1; 43:5)

a. What is the significance of this? (1:3-22:7,18; see 2Tim.3:16; 2Pt.1:21)
a true prophet

2. When did this happen to him? (10b)

a. see Jn.20:1,19; Acts 20:7; 1Cor.16:2; see usage in church from 2nd.century)

b. see 1Cor.5:5; 1Th.5:2; 2Th.2:2; 2Pt.3:10; see Rev.6:17; 16:14

c. What is the connection between a. & b. above?

the Lord’s Day = resurrection (reign begun)… the Day of the Lord = return (reign finished)

3. What did John hear? (10c; see 4:1)
a. Sound: What is the significance of this? (see Ex.19:16,19,20; Heb.12:19)

note odd grammar in 1:10 and 4:1 may be device to confirm OT allusion B,205

b. Words

1) see Ex.20:18f,20; see Acts 3:18,21

i.e., by mouth of prophet to His people

2) see Ex.17:14; Is.30:8; Jer.37:2; 39:44 (see chps.4-20 and!!! chps.2,3; 1Pt.4:19)

i.e., judgment against

4. Why to these churches? (11; see 1:4,etc.; see map)

seven: complete; representative of whole; all churches, all times and places

map: clockwise circle from Ephesus (John): Beale,etc. – they had post offices! (i.e., communication system in place)

5. Why did John bother to relate all this and not just right to the point? (see Jer.23:21; Rom.10:15; see Heb.5:4)

III. HEAVENLY COMMISSION (1:12-20)

A. VISION (12-16)

1. Why did John turn? (12a,10; Ezk.3:12; see Ex.19:16,19; see on 1:10,11 above; significance =?; see LXX of Ezk.3:12,13; 43:5,6)

“to see the voice” (12; see Ex.19:16,19; see on 1:10,11 above; significance =?; see LXX of Ezk.3:12,13; 43:5,6)

2. What did he see? (12b)

a. see Ex.25,37; Num.8

b. see Zech.4:2,10; see Rev.4:5; 5:6; see Rev.11:4

Zech.4:2,10 (seven)

c. note: Rev.1:4 and Zech.4:6

seven branches/lampstands; seven Spirits; My Spirit

d. What is the significance of this image? (12b; Zech.4:2,10; see Rev.4:5; 5:6; see Rev.11:4; see 1Pt.2:5(Rev.1:6),etc. with Mt.5:14,etc.)

SERMON: B,207: the church given power for her mission of testimony to God in the midst of a wicked world; i.e., oil to be light in darkness; Spirit 

3. What did John see next? (13-15)

note: ws!!!

a. Why is someone in the midst of the lampstands? (13; see 2Chr.13:11; i.e., Rev.2,3)

b. name (Dan.7:13)

c. clothing (Dan.10:5,6)

d. significance? (12,13; see Zech.4:3f,14 & 6:13; see Ps.110:4 & Hebrews; see Phil.2:5-11; see Is.22:21,22 with Rev.3:7)

heavenly being: tabernacle context; yet not rule out kingly glory; Dt.17:8f; priests ruled; 1K.8; kings led in prayer; etc. functions overlap; yet kings not offer sacrifice, etc.; 

Phil.2:5-11 became a king by means of His priesthood; i.e., offered His blood and sat down at right hand; “cross for a crown”

Is.22:21,22

e. head (14; see Dan.7:9f; Significance: see Jn.8:58; Heb.1:1f; Col.1:19; 2:9; Phil.2:5f)

note: txt var. B, 222!

deity: divine attributes (son)

f. eyes (14; see Dan.10:5,6; Significance: see Dan.7:14,22f; Rev.19:12; 2:18-23; (later) see Jn.5:22,23X26,27-note structure; see Rev.1:18)

deity: therefore, dominion, therefore judgment (for & against)

g. feet (15a; see Dan.3:21,23,26; Ezk.1:27; Significance: see Deut.23:13,14 with Rev.2,3)

h. voice (15b; Dan.10:6; see Ezk.1:23; 43:2; Significance: see 10 (Ex.19); see Ezk.1:24; 43:2; Rev.14:2; 19:6; inclusio with v.10?)

inclusio with vs. 10? 

4. What are the final three things John saw?

a. 16a; see Dan.12:3,6,7; see Rev.1:5; see Mt.2:2; Amos 5:26

b. 16b; see 2:16; 19:15; Is.11:4; 49:2; see Ps.2:9 (see Is.11:2,3 in Rev.1:4; 5:5,6; seven spirits)

1) against whom? (Rev.19:15; and 2:16; see 1Pt.4:15)

c. 16c; see Judg.5:31,20 (Dan.10:13,20,21); see Ezk.43:2; see Mt.17:2
B. RESPONSE (17)

1. How did John respond? (17a; see Dan.10:5-11; 12-20;  also 8:17f; Ezk.1:28f; 3:23f; chps.8-11; 43,44)

fourfold: observe, fall, strengthened, further revelation 

2. What did the Lord do for John? (17b; see Dan.10:5-11; 12-20; also 8:17f; Ezk.1:28f; 3:23f; chps.8-11; 43,44)

a. What is the significance of His action? (17b; see 16,6)

b. What is the significance of His words? (17b; see Jn.12:15)

peace with God; Christ in Gospels

c. What is the basis of His sign and word? (17c)

3. What is necessary to understand revelation? (17a,b; see Mt.18:1f)

be teachable like a child; AND have God for our Father to teach us graciously!

C. INTERPRETATION (18-20)
1. What is the significance of Christ’s declaration? (17c; see 8; see 13f with Dan.7:9f; see Is.41:4; 44:6; 48:12)

Is; see B,213,214

2. What else does He say of Himself? (18a; see Phil.2:5-11)

a. What is the consequence of this work? (18b; see Jn.5:22,23X26,27-note structure; see Dan.7:9f,13f,22; Rev.2,3 and 4-20)

i.e., judment

3. Compare 19 and 11.  What is the purpose of verses 11-18? (see Mt.28:18f)

4. What is John to write? (19; see 2; see 12/1/99 study on 1:19; see Rev.1:19 & 4:1 with 1:1 & 22:6 and with Dan.2:28-30 and 45)

i.e., end times begun and completed

5. How are apocalyptic images understood? (20; see Dan.8:16; see mystery in Dan.2:29,45; note: eschatological use unique to Daniel in OT; also odd syntax suggests reference to Daniel)

by heavenly interpreter

B,217

a. What are the seven stars?  What is the significance of this? (20; see Dan.12:1,3(Mt.22:30; Heb.12:22f)); 10:20,21; see Mt.18:10; Acts 12:15; Heb.1:14)

angels as stars, men as stars (become like angels; worship, intermed state, with angels); angels laboring for nations//church; //individuals

signficance: reps. for us in our true home; in the fundamental battle

b. What are the seven lampstands?  What is the significance of this? (20; see Mt.5:14; Jn.1:9,etc.)

light in the world; Christ is; He is in us; oil in our our lamps

6. Compare Christ at the beginning of each letter and the Spirit at the end to the relationship between the angels and the churches.

B,219

III. PRAYER

READ  Revelation 2 &3

KEEP A LIST of your observations, questions & petitions.

REMINDER: BIBLE STUDY SERVING SUGGESTIONS

1. Review In Personal Devotions On Thursday (see Acts 17:11; Ps.143:5)

2. Pass to Wife & Children in Family Worship on Thursday or Friday 

(1Cor.14:35; Eph.6:4; Dt.6:6; Ps.78:1f; OR even bring wife & children to Bible study, if possible)

3. Bring Family To Worship On The Lord’s Day (Heb.10:25; Ps.122:1f)

4. Live Out, Tell Friends, Invite Friends to Follow You in Following Christ (ie, know-do-teach; see Ezra 7:10; see Eph.4:11,12)

NOTE:  PLANS (see James 4:13-17)

1. Revelation series may continue into or even through 2000-2001

2. Genesis?  The Parables?  The Eschatological Discourses of the Gospels?
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